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In 1990, Colonial Williamsburg imported 
eight white Leicester Longwool ewes – 

each bred to a different ram – plus one white 
ram from the Island of Tasmania off the coast 
of Australia. The sheep were quarantined in 
Canada until release to Williamsburg. 

In 1992, Williamsburg initiated the first 
satellite breeding program, and three ewes 
and one ram came to Hopping Acres. My 
foundation flock consisted of sheep from 
Ivan Heazlewood’s Meltonvale farm – one of 
the top flocks in Australia. Over the next 10 
years I worked hard and was very successful 
producing many Leicester ewes and rams. 
After 3 years, Williamsburg discontinued 
the satellite program and began selling 
sheep to establish new flocks. Numbers were 
increasing, and the Leicester Longwool Sheep 
Breeders Association was established – a great 
accomplishment. 

Being a naturally-colored sheep fanatic, 
I wanted colored Leicesters. We already 
knew that my flock of Longwools would 
produce color because when breeding my 
original white ram to my black Romney’s I 
was getting 50% color. Dr. Phil Sponenberg 
from VA Tech, noted for his expertise in the 
genetics of naturally-colored sheep, was also a 
breeder – and like myself, wanted to produce 
colored Leicesters.

So the breed association decided to import 
new animals to increase the size of our gene 
pool and introduce color. Dr. Sponenberg 
traveled to New Zealand with the initial 
intent of selecting live animals – but 

determined the cost of live importation to 
be prohibitive and opted to import semen 
instead. He hand-selected 4 white rams and 
2 naturally-colored rams for collection. The 
colored rams came from the TOP naturally 
-colored Leicester Longwool breeder in New 
Zealand, Mrs. Elspeth Wilkinson. Semen 
was collected and imported to CA where 
it was being stored through the American 
Livestock Breeds Conservancy. Losing most 
of the semen in a down tank is a whole other 
story …

In May of 1999, I met Mr. Martin Dally 
of Supersire LTD at the MD Sheep and Wool 
festival. Mr. Dally performs laparoscopic 
artificial insemination (AI) in sheep. In 
the fall of 1999, I arranged to have to have 
5 of my white Leicester Longwool ewes 

artificially inseminated with the semen from 
the naturally-colored rams. We achieved a 
100% conception rate, resulting in 4 sets of 
twins and one set of triplets ... but all of the 
2000 lambs were white. We had to wait for 
these AI ewe lambs to lamb naturally before 
they would be candidates for AI themselves 
– so after a 2-year wait, two of them were 
artificially inseminated in the fall of 2001. 
And on January 23, 2002 - with delight and 
many happy tears – Hopping Acres reported 
the arrival of the very first naturally-colored 
Leicester Longwool born in the United 
States. A ram lamb, dubbed Hopping Acres 
Martin, arrived accompanied by his white 
twin sister, Elspeth. Two days later, the 
second AI ewe delivered a set of twin black 
ram lambs, Hopping Acres Edwin and 
Hopping Acres Edward. History was made in 
the great state of WV. 

Later that lambing season through a 
natural breeding of black-factored whites, 
the first black ewe lamb, Hopping Acres 
Patricia was born. We skipped doing AI for 
lambing in 2003 and used our new black 
rams instead. These rams have been used 
extensively in the USA to further the colored 
bloodlines. That year we had another 5 black 
ewe lambs and 1 more ram. Lambing 2004 
brought 9 new black ewe lambs and 4 rams.

Since 2003, numerous naturally-colored 
Leicesters have been born here at Hopping 
Acres. Utilizing AI, we have added the new 
bloodlines of Jarob Yellow from Australia and 
Ebony from New Zealand.

Black sheep in many breeds have long been 
controversial. That should not be the case 

for the Leicester Longwool in today’s world! 
Here are some reflections on the history of 
these colored sheep, and their role in the breed.

As a general backdrop, for most of the 
last few hundred years (during which breeds 
were standardized) a major goal of wool-
producers was the production of white wool 
for industrial processing into cloth. Black 
sheep thwarted this goal. Even the few loose 
colored fibers picked up from black members 

of a white flock were sufficient to downgrade 
the value of a wool clip. In that commercial 
environment, selection against colored lambs 
was quick and absolute! Wool producers 
simply could not afford the risk that colored 
sheep posed to the integrity of their wool clip.

During this time, the luster longwool breeds, 
Leicester among them, had important roles 
in crossbreeding. Longwool rams were used 
to cross with adapted hill-type or fine-wool 
(depending on the country) ewes, the result 
being productive crossbred ewes that produced 

good wool as well as lambs. This important 
role in crossbreeding assured that all Longwool 
rams needed to be white-fleeced because of the 
high priority of white wool. Leicesters, along 
with other breeds, were therefore white by 
decree of the registry, as this maintained their 
value for crossbreeding commercial sheep.

But, were all Leicesters indeed white? That 
question is an interesting one. Due to a host 
of genetic issues, among them the desire for 
strongly pigmented skin and hooves, the 
incidence of recessive color-producing genes 
is relatively high in the Leicester and other 

continued on Page 3

History of the Naturally-colored Leicester Longwool in the U.S. 
Kelly Smith Anderson

Black Leicester Longwool Sheep D. P. Sponenberg

HA Martin as a lamb



2     LLSBA Newsletter

I hope everyone had a good summer, I am 
always sorry to see summer go but not the 

heat and the humidity! I also hope everyone 
is planning to come to the fall conference in 
Colonial Williamsburg November 4th,5th 
and 6th. We will start with a reception 
and get together on Friday night. Saturday 
morning is currently shaping up to feature 
a number of small topics possibly to include 
combing wool, lambing questions, and other 
informative sessions. Saturday afternoon 
we will look at the sheep at Colonial 
Williamsburg. This is an annual feature but I 
always feel I learn something from seeing our 
sheep through your eyes and it is a chance 
to hear numerous opinions and comments 
from lots of people. We will have dinner 
somewhere in the Williamsburg area. We 
are looking at several restaurants including 
taverns. Unfortunately there will be no field 
trip like last year (cause I can’t think of any 
place to take you!) On Sunday Dr. Ann 
Zajack from Virginia Tech will talk to us 
about parasites. We all had a hard time with 
worms this year and she can give us some 
guidance and answer our questions about 
those awful beasts. As a parasitologist she can 

answer questions about coccidia and other 
parasites. Be thinking of questions. As we 
get the newsletter finalized the conference 
is still coming together, hopefully the 
conference info is included with this mailing. 
The conference is a great time to meet other 
breeders, learn new things and refresh your 
memory. An added bonus is a chance to 
be in Williamsburg area! I look forward to 
seeing all of you at the conference and good 
luck setting up your breeding pens for the 
fall (watch the rams, they are getting a little 
frisky this time of the year). 

Time to be looking ahead to breeding. Get 
all the sheep ready for this important time of 
the year. Trim everyone’s feet before putting the 
rams and the ewes together. Body score everyone 
several weeks before setting up breeding pens. 
Feed the skinny sheep a little better to get 
them up in weight and increase your chances 
of multiple births and a healthy pregnancy. 
Stop feeding the fat sheep to hopefully get their 
weight down some for a healthier pregnancy. 
Lambing success starts several weeks BEFORE 
the rams go in with the ewes.

– Elaine

Message from the president
Fall Conference 

Colonial Williamsburg

Nov. 4, 5 and 6, 2011

special guest speaker

Dr. Ann Zajack 
a parasitologist from  

Virginia Tech

Comment after attending a recent 
parasite workshop with Dr. Zajack:

This workshop was hands down the best 
and most helpful information I’ve been 
exposed to. – Brit Ritchey 

LLSBA Member and breeder
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Note from your Registrar
You must be a member of the LLSBA to Register and Transfer sheep within the 

Association and assigned a Breeders Code. Membership dues are $25 per year. Your dues 
must be current in order to Register and Transfer animals. (2012 Dues due date is January 
31, 2012.) If you failed to pay your 2011 dues and have prior year registrations, your dues 
will need to be paid in full before registrations will be processed. 
Registration Fees

Ewes under 1 year $5.00, Ewes over 1 year $10.00, Rams $10.00
Checks made payable to the LLSBA

Registration and Transfer Forms are available on the LLSBA Website.
You must note on your registration if the animal is white or colored. Colored animals are 

assigned a C after their registration number. 2011 Registration Number Letters will start 
with Y.
Send all Registration and Transfer to:
Kelly Smith-Anderson LLSBA Registrar
3458 Sugar Valley Rd.
Bruceton Mills, WV 26525

Once I receive your info you will receive an e-mail verification that they where 
received. If for any reason you have any questions please feel free to e-mail me at 
hoppingacres@frontiernet.net Kelly

Extra, Extra, read all about it!
Calling for all LLSBA News! If you are an LLSBA Member and you have some interesting 
news, we would like to share it with other members in our newsletter. It can be farm news, 
technical or medical information, a show or program you participated in. Please submit your 
articles and photos to Melanie Rowan, rowhousefarm@comcast.net. Your articles may be 
gently edited and your photos need to be high resolution digital images. Articles for the spring 
2012 issue are due March 1. We’ll look forward to hearing from you!
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longwools. Put another way, colored lambs 
used to pop up regularly in nearly all of 
the flocks of all of these breeds, with a few 
exceptions. Indeed, the Longwools, as a breed 
group, are interesting because of the relatively 
high frequency of the recessive genes for color, 
despite decades of selection against them.

The colored lambs of the Leicester (and 
other Longwools) were never afforded 
registration because they were not white, and 
the breed standards insisted on white sheep. 
This attitude evolved such that many breeders 
within the breed community would never 
consider colored sheep to be members of the 
breed, because they were unregistered. Even 
though the colored sheep descended from 
purebred sheep, they themselves were not 
considered to be members of the breed.

If we fast-forward to the present, we find 
a wool and lamb market that has changed 
dramatically. Those changes have changed 
the historically important insistence on 
purely white wool. Importantly, the role of 
the Leicester in sheep production has also 
changed. Its original role as an important 
crossbreeding sire for commercial sheep 
production has all but disappeared. Leicesters 
are rarely used these days for crossbreeding 
with fine-wool or hill-breed ewes. The loss of 
that role also resulted in a diminished need to 
insist that all the sheep be white, because the 
production of white crossbred ewe lambs has 
become much less important than once it was.

In contrast to the historical insistence 
on white wool, the handicraft market has 
gained increasing importance for Leicester 
wool producers. This has increased the value 
of black and grey fleeces, so that now these 
fleeces are likely to be more valuable (rather 
than less valuable) than a similar white fleece. 
From an original status as something of low 
value, black and grey wool have become ever 
more important and valuable to the breed 
and to breeders. Colored wool has gone from 
being detrimental to being desired!

Against this backdrop of changing 
wool and sheep markets, it is important to 
remember that the source of the original 
black and colored (grey, usually) Leicesters 
was indeed purebred white flocks. Some 

breeders simply started picking up the 
purebred colored animals from registered 
flocks, and started mating them together to 
make more of them! There was no need, and 
no desire, to crossbreed to other breeds to get 
these colored lambs – they occurred routinely, 
and all that was necessary was to keep them 
alive and mate them, instead of culling them 
early as had been done for so many decades.

The low numbers of Leicesters come into 
play with decisions concerning these colored 
sheep, and their role in the breed. When the 
Leicester boasted thousands of sheep, this 
question didn’t’ even need to be asked. With 
numbers in the low hundreds, it is essential 
that this question be addressed and that 
breeders make a rational decision as to the 
role of colored sheep in the Leicester breed.

One extreme position would be to continue 
to insist on white sheep, and that all matings 
be white to white. At its most extreme, any 
white producers of colored sheep could also 
be removed, thereby assuring an “all white” 
breed. Alas, that status would not change 
its role in sheep production in this modern 
world. The other extreme is to fully include 
the colored sheep as members of the breed, 
and to put no limitations on their use in the 
breed. Put another way, it would be acceptable 
to mate colored sheep to white sheep, and to 
take the resulting white lambs and use them 
back on white sheep. This strategy increases 

the number of carriers of the recessive genes, 
but it does give breeders important options 
to weigh conformation, wool quality, and 
performance in addition to worrying that all 
matings must be within a color class.

Between these two extremes lies a strategy 
that pulls out the colored sheep, or white 
sheep with colored ancestry, and puts them in 
a section of the flockbook that is not mated 
back to the white section. This essentially 
makes the colored section open to influence 
from the white section, but denies any reverse 
flow of genetic material regardless of the 
quality of the animals.

In this day, it makes little sense to deny 
this subset of purebred sheep a role in breed 
development and progress. The colored sheep 
always were, and always will be, as genetically 
purebred Leicester as their white siblings.

Maintaining these colored sheep as an 
integral part of the breed is a rational way 
forward, because it allows them to contribute 
as broadly and strongly as do their white 
kindred. An excellent colored sheep has much 
to offer the breed, just as do excellent white 
sheep. With a breed this rare, it makes no 
sense to eliminate portions of the breed on the 
basis of a superficial and cosmetic trait such 
as color. The stakes have become too high for 
breed sustainability, and the breed needs access 
to all good breeding sheep to move forward.

Black Leicester Longwool Sheep
continued from Page 1

Log on and stay in touch! Check out the LLSBA on FaceBook and Yahoo online:

USA Leicester Longwools Association, www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_239467173365

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Leicesterlongwool/

Colored Ewe with her two lambs
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Marketing Quality Richard Larson

Raising rare breeds of sheep can be fun, 
exciting, and challenging. It is rewarding 

knowing that you are contributing directly 
to the conservation of a historic and valued 
genetic pool. For no breed is this more true 
than for the Leicester Longwool. This historic 
breed was referenced by Presidents George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson in their 
correspondences. The blend of storied history 
and unique genetics makes the Leicester 
Longwool an interesting and valuable breed. 

Understanding breed-characteristics and 
genetics, practicing good animal husbandry 
and pasture management are only part of what 
is required to be a successful breeder. Regardless 
of your starting point (novice or experienced 
shepherd) or your intended destination (small 
or large flock) you must be able to successfully 
market product. Simply, you must find a 
way to regularly sell your sheep and/or their 
fiber. If you do not become successful in 
marketing, your ideal of contributing to rare 
breed conservation will quickly become simply 
a novelty. A critical piece of the rare breeds 
conservation puzzle is being able to sell. If you 
are not able to market your sheep and their 
products (fiber, meat and skins) you will not 
be able to continue breeding and contribute to 
maintaining this valuable historic breed.

One of the distinct advantages of raising 
Leicester Longwools is the multitude of products 
to be marketed. At Old Gjerpen Farm (OGF), 
we sell the majority of our ewe lambs and our 
best ram lambs as breeding stock, primarily 
for starter flocks. The occasional ewe lamb not 
suitable for breeding and many of our ram 
lambs are sold as market lambs for their tender 
and flavorful meat. We sell our market lambs 
exclusively to individuals, frequently to ethnic 

families from cultures where lamb is a regular 
dinner staple. Because the Leicester Longwool 
has such a highly desired fleece, we are also able 
to sell a significant number of our ram lambs as 
wethers to individuals who prize them for their 
lustrous fleece and calm disposition.

Admittedly marketing is a very different 
skill set than breeding and raising livestock. 
While some people seem better suited for it 
than others, for example in our family Donna 
is by far OGF’s best representative, most 
people can become effective marketing reps 
for their farm through trial and error and by 
learning from past successes and failures. 

Several basic marketing principles that we 
follow include:
1) Know your product. Most prospective 
buyers quickly see through someone who isn’t 
knowledgeable about what they are selling. If 
you don’t know something then acknowledge it.
2) Know the buyer. If you approach every sale 
opportunity the same way you will be talking 
over or past your customer more often than 
not. A conversation with someone who has 
never raised sheep should be very different 
than a conversation with an experienced 
shepherd thinking of acquiring a new breed. 
Simply put, you must connect with each 
individual personally to successfully market. 
3) Only offer quality. Producing consistent 
quality, whether breeding stock, meat or 
fiber, is the single most important factor for 
successful marketing. If the fleece is to short 
or full of vegetable matter then throw it away 
or keep it for personal use. One of our most 
valued fleece customers, who we have never 
met, lives 3,000 miles away. Year after year, 
she buys dozens of fleeces from us without 

ever seeing them. Why? Because the first 
fleece was exquisite and every fleece since has 
been what we said they were. 
4) Be consistent. If your ewe lambs are 
$500 then they should be $500 for everyone 
whether the buyer wants one or ten; arrives in 
a BMW or a beat-up pickup; or whether you 
have two or twenty for sale.
5) Be attentive and discerning. Listen to 
what your prospective customer is asking 
for. What are their long-term plans? Do they 
have adequate facilities and fencing? Are 
they prepared to invest sweat equity in their 
new endeavor? What are their expectations? 
Sometimes it is best to say – this isn’t a good 
fit and walk away from a sale. 

Based on our 20 plus years of experience 
selling sheep, we have found that price is 
seldom a determining factor in a sale. Price 
your sheep/fiber for what you know they/
it is worth. Unless you are independently 
wealthy, simply “selling” for the sake of 
moving sheep or fiber off your farm is not a 
sustainable practice. While very few, if any, 
breeders depend on the sale of their sheep or 
fiber to pay the mortgage, generally one must 
be able to break-even – covering your costs 
with your sales. Further, if you believe that 
you are helping conserve a valuable breed 
then the sale of your sheep and fiber should 
reflect that value. If you price your animals or 
product simply to sell them you are indirectly 
communicating to the prospective buyer that 
your sheep or fiber really isn’t that good.

All very well you say but you haven’t told 
me how to market. There is no one right 
or best way to market because of the many 
variables – you, the customer, location, 
experience, your reputation all blend together 
to make each marketing encounter a unique 
experience. But there are several marketing 
fundamentals that can help.
1) Farm website. Twenty years ago all of our 
sales where to buyers who came to the farm. 
Today 95% of our first-time sales, both fleece 
and sheep, are to individuals who “visited us” 
on our website. Websites take a little time 
and effort to develop and update and incur 
costs but are absolutely essential. 
2) Exhibit. Get your sheep and fiber in 
the public’s eye – festivals, fairs, historic 
reenactments, etc. There is no substitute for a 
“hands-on” aha moment when the customer 
says – yes, this is what I have been looking for. 
3) Quality. Yes, quality is so important that it 
is both a marketing principle and a marketing 
fundamental. Many of our sales, both sheep 
and fleece, are to repeat satisfied customers, 
word-of-mouth or referrals from previous 
customers. Offering consistent quality makes 
future marketing easier and sustainable. 

OGF 2011 lambs
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Let me tie our five marketing principles 
and three marketing fundamentals together 
by describing how we put them all in play 
through the Association’s Second National 
Card Grading Exhibition in 2009. 

Our trip to Rhinebeck was the perfect 
opportunity to market every aspect of the 
Leicester Longwool. On the way to NY, we 
delivered two breeding rams to New England 
flocks that otherwise may not have been 
purchased due to distance. These initial sales 
have produced follow-up sales. The event 
was also an opportunity to show-case our 
breeding flock in both the Leicester Longwool 
Card-Grading and the New York State Fiber 
Festival. Having all three of our yearling rams 
receive a Blue Card (Excellent) and our two 
ewe lambs receive a Blue Card and a Red Card 
(Good), conveyed a clear message of quality to 
other breeders and the interested public. For 
those interested in developing a market for 
breeding stock, it is important to demonstrate 

assessments of the quality of your sheep. 
The NYSFF was an opportunity to sell 

over 20 fleeces and be honored with the 
“Best Leicester Longwool Fleece” award. 
The event allowed us to reach new prospects 
and potential customers. In addition, two 
instructors at the Festival who used our fleeces 
in their felting workshops referred many of 
their students to us for future fleece sales. 

Perhaps the most exciting event for us at 
Rhinebeck was watching the First-Sunday 
Group use a white and two colored OGF fleeces 
to card, spin, and weave their way to a second 
place award in the Fleece-to-Shawl competition. 
The first place prize went to the Yankee Fiber 
Friends using a Leicester Longwool fleece from 
Iris Creek Farm. Having our fleeces used in 
Fleece-to-Shawl competitions was a good way 
to help demonstrate “connecting-the-dots” in 
marketing. These types of competitions give the 
spinners and weavers hands-on experience with 
your fleece and will hopefully turn them into 

possible customers. These competitions are also 
a way for the general public to see the process of 
making finished products from rare breeds’ wool 
– something they don’t get to see every day! 

Reading this article, you may be saying – 
that’s all fine but we are just getting started 
with a small flock or we couldn’t possibly do 
some of the things you described. We have 
been raising rare breeds of sheep for over 20 
years and now have name recognition, but it 
wasn’t always that way. With rare breeds we all 
start small. The key to successful marketing is 
take advantage of opportunities as they come 
up: county fairs, state fairs, local festivals, 
school outings, fiber guilds, local artists, and 
breed association sponsored events are all 
excellent opportunities to market product.

In closing, your mantra for successful 
marketing should be quality, quality, and 
quality. Always remember, your first sale is 
comparatively easy. All future sales are solely 
dependent on quality and customer service!

Head First Into Wool 
Jeff & Margaret Jensen

Several months ago, I was asked if I 
could put together a short article on our 

“lessons learned” about starting a small sheep 
flock, the people we met who have been so 
helpful and the adjustments we’ve made over 
the past two years as we have begun this new 
adventure of living with and raising sheep. 

Since our retirement from the military 
and settling in this area, the Maryland Sheep 
and Wool Festival has always been one of 
our favorite spring activities. My daughter, 
Megan, and I would spend the day watching 
the competitions and going through the sheep 
barns looking at the various sheep breeds and 
saying to each other, someday we were going to 
start our own flock and bring our sheep to the 
festival, after all how hard could it be? From my 
wife’s perspective, twenty years ago when she 
married a soldier, it never occurred to her that 
I would become a farmer and then a shepherd, 
but here we are, living on a small farm with all 
sorts of animals around us. She is definitely a 
“city slicker” and when she found out she had 
terrible reactions to poison ivy, we started 
looking for angora goats because they would eat 
poison ivy and they had beautiful fiber that one 
of our daughters would love to use for weaving. 
So we started taking field trips to Angora goat 
farms, but somehow we ended up with sheep. 

After some research on the internet and 
talking with people we knew, we decided to 
start a flock of sheep. How difficult could it 
be? We began calling and emailing some of 
the shepherds we had met at the fair and on 

the internet to get advice about how to get 
started. We felt like we were ready – after all 
we lived on a small farm with some fenced 
pastures and a barn – everything we thought 
we needed! On a recommendation from a 
veterinary friend who also raises sheep, my 
daughter contacted Cathie Shiff of Wits End 
Farm and began a conversation with her that 
resulted in us getting three Border Leicester 
sheep last spring. I, on the other hand, became 
interested in the Leicester Longwool breed 
and began searching the internet to make 
some contacts that resulted in us meeting 
Gary and Melanie Rowan of Row House 
Farm. I was able to bring home a Leicester 
Longwool ram and wether last fall and two 
beautiful ewe lambs this spring. We were set; 
we had started our flock and were on our way. 

Unfortunately, several months after we 
got our first three Border Leicesters they 
were attacked early one morning. We had to 
have all three of them put down because of 
the severity of their wounds. Based on their 
injuries our veterinarian thought that it was 
the work of a pack of dogs. Needless to say, 
we were heartbroken and began to re-evaluate 
how prepared we were and what we need to do 
to better to protect our sheep. We immediately 
began putting our sheep in the barn at night 
and began making improvements to our 
three board fences by adding wire fencing 
on all our perimeter fences and connecting 
our four pastures with gates so that we could 
easily move our sheep around the farm. It 
turned out our 3 board fences where pretty 
good at keeping sheep in, but not very good at 
keeping predators out. In addition to our fence 
improvements we began to consider some type 

of guard animals that we could add to our 
farm for added protection. Again we turned 
to our sheep friends for advice. We considered 
dogs, emus, mules and llamas, and finally 
decided on llamas. We recommended to Dr. 
Donna Matthews, a veterinarian in Luray, Va., 
who specializes in guard llamas. This summer 
we added Cindy and Pepper, female llamas to 
our farm. The llama’s assimilated very easily in 
to the flock and with two of them we have the 
flexibility to separate our ewes and rams and 
place a llama with each group. 

Starting our sheep flock has been an 
exciting learning experience for us. We 
currently have a flock of seven sheep and two 
llamas and we are excited about the prospects 
of new lambs at our farm this spring.

 Of all the things we have learned, the 
most important, and something you can 
never have too many of, are “smart sheep 
people”. Everyone in the sheep business that 
we have come to know have been wonderful 
and are providing us –the beginners – with 
encouragement and support. We feel blessed 
to be a part of this community of shepherds.

Martha, Abigail, Ida and Pippa with Pepper
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Be Prepared
Elaine Shirley

It has been quite a summer here in Virginia 
with the natural disasters and this got me 

thinking about being prepared ahead of time 
to help you through disasters.

A large part of the summer was very hot 
and humid here in Virginia. Maybe calling 
that a natural disaster is a little overboard 
but the weather did require thought and 
planning. We only feed grain in the morning 
in the very hot weather. I would like to feed 
twice a day but the second feeding would 
have been in the heat of the day. The sheep 
were typically resting in the shade and I 
didn’t like rousing them up and having 
them run around in the heat. The heat and 
humidity also meant that we needed to keep 
up on our FAMACHA checking and try to 
keep up with the worm loads. We generally 
checked once a week in the heat and used 
crayon marks on the noses of any sheep who 
got wormed so we had a quick sign, when we 
looked over the flock the rest of the week, to 
see who needs monitoring.

The second natural disaster was the 
earthquake which surprised us but didn’t do 
any damage here.

The third natural disaster and potentially 
the worst was Irene. Luckily we had lots of 
warning and time to get ready. We also had 
done some planning ahead of time, that 
made things easier.

I encourage all of you to think about what 
you would do with your livestock in case of 
an emergency.

What are your options in a disaster? Do 
you have a trailer? Can you borrow one? Will 
the person who loans you the trailer need it 
during the disaster? What can you do if you 
don’t have a trailer? How many trips will it 
take to get your livestock out? Where will you 
go? Do you have friends a few hours away, 
potentially out of the danger zone, who could 
help you house your livestock? Ideally two or 
three friends in different directions give you 
options ( and you can offer the same to your 
friends). The racetrack near Richmond was 
offering spaces for horses in areas that might 
flood. Is there a racetrack or fairgrounds 
that you could take your livestock to? What 

livestock will they accept? What health 
requirements do they have? Are there shots 
you would need the animals to have before 
you go? If so you should keep up on these. 
The vet may not have what you need 2 days 
before the hurricanes arrives. Your livestock 
may end up in several places, horses at the 
track, sheep with one friend, chickens with 
another. Your vet or cooperative extension 
agent may have some ideas of places you 
could take your animals in an emergency, ask 
now, not during the emergency.

Do you have enough cages for your small 
livestock? We have collected a number of dog 
crates and cat carriers from the thrift store 
over the years for just this reason. Heavy 
cardboard boxes can work in a pinch. Make 
sure there is enough air movement in the 
boxes. You can drop a piece of watermelon, 
cantaloupe or an ear of corn in the box or 
cage with a bird and that can hold them for 
a day or two if you can’t feed or water them. 
These items have enough water in them to 
keep the bird alive and some food value as 
well. What about water? There are some 
waterer nipples/fonts that can attach to soda 

Buy Fresh, Buy Local
Joan Henry

One of the most beneficial ways of 
promoting your Leicester Longwools 

is by attending your local farmers markets. 
This is a good way to sell your wool as well as 
your items that you produce from the wool. 
It is also a great way to promote the breed 
and to educate people on the history and 
the importance of the Leicester Longwools. 
You would be surprised at what all you can 
accomplish by attending your local markets.

I have been participating in the 
Morgantown Farmers Market for the past 8 
years. I am a baker, and produce old fashion, 
artisan breads and desserts, and also sell fresh 
eggs and vegetables from my garden.

Every week I display my items made from 
Leicester Longwool and almost every week, 
I sell at least one item, if not more. I make 
felted wool Christmas stockings and Teddy 
Bears. Even though the majority of my 
business comes from the sales of my baked 
items and farm products, the wool items are 
always an “attention getter” and it is always 
a treat to tell people about where they came 
from and the history behind the breed. 

Some of the items you can sell include 
wool (raw, washed and dyed) roving, yarn, 
hats, mittens, scarves, sweaters, rugs and 
Christmas ornaments made from wool. You 
can also sell fresh lamb.

First, check with you local farmers markets 
for the requirements for being a vendor. 
Then, decide on what you want to sell. 
Stick with what you do well and make an 
attractive display of it. Mark you items well, 
with your name and contact information. Be 
knowledgeable about the breed and always 
give a brief history lesson about your sheep 
when you show your items to customers. 
The more interesting you are, the better your 
items will sell. Promote your farm. Always 
have your business cards to hand out. Invite 
people to come and see your farm and your 
sheep. They may not buy something at first, 
but they will eventually. Each week we watch 
people stop and look at our items and often 
times, the don’t purchase anything. But 
eventually, they will and what they end up 

purchasing my surprise you. I have watched 
a lady stop by each week and look at my 
stockings and just last week, she purchased 
one and ordered two more. So, it may not 
happen right away, but it will, as long as you 
have our items there each week for everyone 
to see. The markets are also a great way of 
making contacts for retail shops. So, if you 
don’t sell your items at the market, you just 
might meet someone who wants your items 
in their shops. Being a vendor at our market 
has become my main source of income and 
has been a wonderful way to promote and sell 
my wool items. It has taken time, but it has 
worked for me. 

So, find out about your local market and 
become a vendor. They are an excellent way 
of promoting your Leicester Longwools.

Display of goodies at a local market
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My name is Matthew Bishop and I am 
a 16 year old sophomore student at 

Eastern Lebanon County High School. I 
am currently taking all honors classes with 
a concentration in agricultural studies. In 
conjunction with my agricultural studies, 
I am an active member in my school FFA 
program with hopes of obtaining an officer 
position this year. After high school it is my 
intention to attend Delaware Valley College 
to complete a 4 year undergraduate program 
in Animal Science and continue on to 
become a Veterinarian.

My experience with all my animals has 
helped me to grow as a person. I have learned 
responsibility, leadership skills, showmanship, 
public speaking, management, finances, and 
have cultivated many friendships. I feel that 
my involvement and success with all of my 
other animal projects will carry over to my 
new goal of raising, showing and breeding 
Leicester Longwool sheep.

My interest in a sheep project comes from 
my participation with the Tri-County 4-H 
Fiber Artist’s club. As a part of the club I have 
competed in the Pa Farm Show Fleece to 
Shawl event this past January where our team 
took Reserve Champion honors. I have only 
been a member of the Fiber Club for one year 

but in that year I have learned how to card, 
spin, ply, dye and weave. I find the entire 
process of from the animal to the finished 
project to be very enjoyable. During the next 
two months I will be competing with my 
team at the Mid-Atlantic Alpaca Association 
fleece to shawl event, attending a two day 
sheep shearing clinic and going to the 
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival. My mom 
will also be going with me to these events 
because since I started in the Fiber Club, she 
has fell in love with spinning and weaving.

It would be an honor for me to add a 
Leicester Longwool ewe to my animal 
projects and I would be delighted to be part 
of preserving a heritage breed of sheep. That 
would be a great addition to the Lilac rabbits, 
Khaki Campbell ducks and Sebastopol 
geese I currently raise which are also on the 
conservancy list. If I were lucky enough to be 
chosen for this, I would agree to personally 
use the fleece in my 4-H fiber projects. It 
would be a privilege for me to help preserve 
and expand the Leicester Longwool breed. 
I have been very successful in my rabbit 
and poultry breeding projects so I would 
embrace the opportunity to breed a Leicester 
Longwool ewe.

I sincerely enjoy participating in shows 
and fairs and exhibiting the ewe would be 
an activity I would enjoy and complete to 

the best of my ability. Along with showing, 
I would be more than happy to raise the 
lamb(s) that the ewe would produce and 
hopefully in time, I would be able to start my 
own small herd of Leicester Longwool sheep. 
I would be very fortunate to receive a ewe 
with such strong, lustrous, silky fleece and 
it would be a privilege that I wouldn’t take 
lightly. Thank you for providing your time 
and consideration to me and all the youth 
interested in this project. Preserving the 
Leicester Longwool breed is something I am 
very anxious to be a part of and I hope that 
you will afford me the opportunity.

– Matthew Bishop

Matthew and his freshly shorn lamb

bottles which are cheap and can be stockpiled 
for small animals. The plastic bottoms that 
screw on to glass jars are also cheap and 
good to have on hand. For larger amounts of 
water we got a plastic 55 gallon drum from 
the commercial laundry here. Rinsed out 
well and retrofitted with a spigot on one of 
the openings. We made a wooden cradle for 
it and we can put the barrel on it’s side in 
the cradle in the truck and take it anywhere. 
Will your water work in a storm or should 
you draw up water ahead of time? Do you 
have enough troughs? Temporary ones can 
be made out of 55 gallon drums. Having a 
few extra 5 gallon buckets on hand can be 
useful. What about feed? How much will 
you need? How will you carry it? We have a 
bunch of 4 foot panels from Sydell, that hook 
together with locking pins, which have been 
very useful to us over the years. They are an 
investment but they are well worth it. We 
built temporary pens at the modern stables. 
We took sheep out of the fields with the most 
trees ( possibly coming down in the wind ) 
and the fields closest to the main roads ( loose 
animals would be less of a road hazard in the 

historic area ). Some of the animals stayed 
out in the fields and some came into the 
barn. If the forecast had been for a category 2 
or higher I would have put animals in other 
stables around the historic area. Also think 
about what your barn can handle? Is there 
enough ventilation if the place is shut up? 
Trust your gut, maybe it will be safer for your 
animals to be outside.

Will your animals come when you call 
them? This is VERY important. It saved me 
once when, in a story too long to tell here, 
one of our rams was loose in a big open field, 
miles from Colonial Williamsburg. I pulled 
into the field, opened the trailer and used 
the call we use when we feed. He had been 
running around, but when he heard me call, 
he came running and jumped on the trailer. 
You may need to get your animals to come 
to you in an odd situation. Get them coming 
when you call them.

The animals that required the most creative 
thinking were the pigs. We don’t handle the 
pigs much, so we started feeding them in the 
catch pen a few days before we were going to 
catch them. It seems to take animals about 

three days to get into the habit of being fed in 
a certain place or to come to a certain call. I 
was worried that the pig pen would flood in 
the rain that was forecasted. We didn’t have 
any temporary fencing that I felt would hold 
the pigs so we moved all the animals we were 
going to move and put the pigs on our trailer 
for the storm. They had been watered on a 
nipple waterer. We had a spare nipple waterer 
so we attached it to a board and a hose and 
they rode out Irene in high style.

Lastly realize you may have to make a 
choice which animals to take out of harms 
way and which to leave. There may not be 
time, the ability, or the equipment to them all 
out. Do they have some type of identification 
in case they get loose during the storm ( 
ideally two types of id, tattoos, ear tags, 
collars, leg bands, wing bands, ear notches 
etc.)? Hopefully you won’t have to make that 
decision but you should be thinking about 
it just in case. Make some plans with your 
friends and neighbors do if a disaster comes 
your way you are ready.
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705 Hamilton Street 
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Don’t misunderstand. 
It was a lovely hue, 

the color of an April pasture, when the grass is 
lush and brimming with new life. But this was 
not the color of the woman I had married. My 
bride was never green.

Yet, there she stood, her overalls, her work 
shirt, her hair, her face – all green, with 
splotches of mud and something less savory 
mixed in for a striking camouflage effect.

I surveyed my wife and, forgetting all that I 
had learned in 25 years of marriage, laughed.

She glared. “It isn’t funny!”
“Well,” I stammered, “it is from this side.”
The glare intensified – a look that would 

wither Darth Vader.
I took her hand and gently asked, “What 

happened, dear?”
“Dash butted me!”
Dash? Our sweet ram? Our first ram ever? 

The Dash who ate grain from my hand? The 
Dash who followed me around the pasture 
like a big, wooly sheepdog? That Dash? Why 
would that loving creature suddenly drop 
kick Gale into the stratosphere?

But it was true. Dash, at age 2, had become 
a homicidal maniac. After his encounter with 
Gale’s posterior, Dash shed all inhibitions. 
He became a rampaging beast. We tried 
reasoning with him. We tried confronting 
him. We resorted to carrying a bucket of 
water to fling into his face whenever he 

attacked. If all else failed, we hurled ourselves 
over the nearest fence.

Being novice shepherds unfamiliar with 
the dangers of hand-taming a ram, we did 
what we always did when we needed help. 
We called Sandy the shearer, a bull of a 
man, 5-feet-2 inches tall and just as wide – a 
bowling ball perfectly suited to wrestling even 
the most obstreperous sheep into submission.

After hearing our tale, Sandy told us about 
another shearing customer, a frail woman in 
her 80s, who, despite her years, clung to her 
farm and her sheep, including Jack, her own 
homicidal ram.

Sandy said he worried that one day, Jack 
would injure the woman – maybe kill her. Over 
the years, he begged her to let him take Jack.

“Oh, I’ll manage,” she always replied.
Then, on one of Sandy’s visits, the woman 

relented.
“I’d like to give you Jack. But promise 

you will find him a good home, with green 
grass and fresh water and sunshine and cool 
breezes in the summer and people who will 
love him.”

Sandy gave his word. Then he loaded Jack 
into the back of his truck and drove away.

After that, whenever he visited the old 
woman’s farm, she always asked about Jack.

“Jack is fine,” Sandy told her. “He has 
plenty to eat and spends his days lazing about 
and enjoying life.”

This charade went on for some time, but 
eventually, the truth came out. Sandy had 
taken Jack to live at his farm, where Jack 
continued his murderous ways. Sandy coped 
until, after a particularly violent attack, he 
had had enough. He went to the house, got a 
rifle and shot Jack.

Later, he was back at the old woman’s farm.
“And how is Jack?” she asked.
Sandy couldn’t continue lying. He told her 

what he’d done.
She considered this information, smiled 

sweetly and said, “Well, he had his chance. I 
never much liked him anyway.”

We were still chuckling as we helped load 
Dash into Sandy’s truck.

“And what will you do with Dash?” I asked.
Sandy smiled. “Oh, I’ll find him a good 

home, with lots of green grass and fresh water 
and sunshine and cool breezes in the summer 
and people who will love him.”

Note from Elaine: While this article is 
written on a lighter note and with good humor, 
having a troublesome ram can indeed be a 
problem. I had submitted an excellent article 
on handling rams in the Spring 2011 issue of  
Sheepish News. If you are having a problem, 
please refer to that article. Feel free to request 
an electronic re-print from myself or Melanie 
(the newsletter publisher) or contact me with a 
more specific issue.

Why was Gale green? Ken Frizell
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