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The Celebration Continues!

The fall conference for the Leicester Longwool Sheep Breeders will be in Williamsburg, 
VA on November 13,14 and 15. It will be the same time as the celebration of the 30 

anniversary of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Rare Breeds Program and the 25th 
anniversary of the return of the Leicester Longwool Sheep to the United States. 

The hotel for the conference will be the Clarion Hotel Historic District at 351 York Street 
757-229-4100. The group rate is $69 a night for Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. This 
year breakfast is not included but there are numerous pancake houses in the area. When you 
reserve your room mention the Leicester Longwool Sheep Breeders to get the rate. You are 
responsable for your room and making your reservations.

The schedule for the conference is different from past years. Many of the events will take 
place in the Dewitt Wallace room at the Hennage Auditorium. This will require you to have 
a ticket for Colonial Williamsburg which includes the museums. Friday evening at 5 p.m. 
Richard Nicoll, recently retired Director of Coach and Livestock Department, will talk about 
the history of the Rare Breeds Program at Colonial Williamsburg. We will have a group dinner 
at the Whaling company at 7 p.m., 494 McLaws Circle – where we have eaten for many years. 
You are responsible for your meal costs and we have a group reservation there. Saturday and 
Sunday events will be throughout the historic area and at the Dewitt Wallace . The Historic 
Trades will be talking about how they use animal products or items they make for the livestock 
(the blacksmiths make ox shoes, the kitchens cook rare breed meats, the shoemakers use boar 
bristles etc). The kitchen at the Armoury will be cutting up a Leicester carcass of mutton in the 
morning. In the morning the Spinning and Weaving folks and Coach and Livestock will show 
the process of cloth making from shearing to weaving. In the afternoon George Washington 
will talk about his livestock and you will learn what has become of the types of animals that 
he raised. In the afternoon the author of Much ado About Mutton, Bob Kennard will speak 
about the meat that was at the center of british tables for generations and what caused it’s 
decline. In England the Mutton Renaissance is working to return mutton to the place of pride 
it deserves. Using your animals for mutton is another value added product from your sheep. 
The Leicester Longwwol Sheep Breeders will have their annual meeting at the Fife and Drum 
building starting at 6pm. We will have time to network and show and tell so bring products 
and pictures. Dinner will be on your own, plan on staying at the meeting till 7:30 at least. if 
you want to eat at a Colonial WIlliamsburg tavern make reservations as soon as you can. There 
are numerous restaurants in Williamsburg, if you need any suggestions contact Elaine. 

Sunday morning Karen Clancy from Spinning and Weaving will be dyeing with Indigo and 
Cochineal, elsewhere in the newsletter are details about having an item of yours dyed in this 
special program. Late morning Elaine will give a talk about the Rare Breeds in Williamsburg 
and we will have a number of the breeds available outside the museum for you to see.

We will be looking for suggestions for the 2016 conference talks and demonstrations.

Color Opportunity!
Dear Leicester Longwool Breeders! As an 
end user of the wool these fabulous creatures 
produce, the Weavers, Dyers, and Spinners 
of Colonial Williamsburg wish to invite you 
to learn about applying natural dyes to your 
stash. If you would be interested in dyeing 
your clean wool yarn, locks, socks, roving, 
or small fabric pieces, we are agreeable to 
do so. We’ll be dying Sunday morning, the 
weekend of the LLSBA annual meeting. We 
are proposing to work with Indigo for blue 
and cochineal insects for pinks and reds. 
Overdyeing will produce purples.

We need to have the fiber to dye no later 
than October 26. Send to:  
    Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Weaving Shop c/o Karen Clancy  
PO Box 1776 
Williamsburg, VA 23187

• Each item to be dyed needs to be marked. 
We use a scrap of fabric not big, just big 
enough to put your name on it with a 
sharpie. Then put two holes in it to run a 
strong piece of yarn through the holes and 
tied to a skein choke use a mesh laundry bag 
from the dollar store for locks; safety pin to 
socks and fabric.
• We will put alum mordant on all items. 
• We will provide the dyes and set up and 
clean up.
• If you have a preference of color, let us know.
• I am not sure of how many folks will take 
us up on this, so I recommend sending a 
sampling of things, maybe max of 8 things? 
• If push comes to shove, it will have the 
mordant on it and if we can’t get to it that 
day, we could send you home with the dye to 
try on your own! We’ll figure something out.
• If you need more details, let me know. 
Email me at: kclancy@cwf.org or call my cell 
if desperate at 757-869-5935.

Hope you will have fun with us and lean 
about old processes that are still relevant 
contributors to our wool world.

See more photos and articles about the 

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
at the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival  

on Pages 4 and 5! Photo by Ellen Anderson
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The Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival 
2015 was fantastic, the weather, the 

company,the crowd and the Leicester 
Longwool Sheep Breeders 25th anniversary 
celebration. Although the Leicester Longwool 
sheep was a breed developed in England and 
arrived in the United States in the 18th century 
and it was extremely popular throughout the 
United States in the 19th century, it died out 
( or was absorbed into the Border Leicester 
breed) by the 1920’s or 1930’s. The Colonial 
WIlliamsburg Foundation brought the 
Leicester Longwool back to the United States 
in 1990 for use at the historic site. Thanks to 
the help of Ivan Heazlewood, in Tasmania, 
Australia, who organized the Australian end 
of the importation program and personally 
helped to select the animals who came to the 
U.S., the program was a great success.

I want to sincerely thank ALL the 
members of the Leicester Longwool Sheep 
Breeders Association for helping to produce a 
wonderful 25th anniversary celebration. I wish 
every member could have been at Maryland, 
none the less, we had great representation, 
members from close and far and great 
participation in the card grading and other 
special classes with prizes for Leicester 
Longwool items. Numerous members who 

could not make it to the celebration donated 
money that was very helpful in making the 
event a success. Thank you.

Thanks to the folks (not all of them 
members, we had some great volunteers!) 
who helped set up and tear down, man the 
information booth, produce lovely items for 
the sales area, run the sales area, help with card 
grading, moving sheep, recording comments, 
bring and purchase items at the silent auction, 
give talks and demonstrations and kept the 
whole thing humming and the space looking 
good. A huge thank you to our evaluators who 
have been so kind to give of their time and 
knowledge, Brenton, Polly and Phil, you are 
making our breed increasingly better. Another 
huge thanks to the Board of Directors who 
have been working on this celebration for over 
a year, driving to meetings and giving up time 
to make it all work, Kelly, Joan, Becka and 
Brit you did a FABULOUS job!!

The second half of the celebration will take 
place in Williamsburg, Virginia the weekend 
of November 13th to the 15th. I hope to see 
ALL of the members at Williamsburg, details 
about the November gathering are elsewhere 
in the newsletter.

HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY!
– Elaine Shirley

Message from the president 

Elaine Shirley, LLSBA President, Colonial Williamsburg Rare Breeds Program

Log on and stay in touch! Check out the LLSBA on FaceBook and buy LLSBA goods at Etsy.

USA Leicester Longwools Association, www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_239467173365
USA Leicester Longwool Classifieds, www.facebook.com/groups/265682270199125

Etsy, www.etsy.com/shop/LLSBA

LLSBA Board of Directors

President: Elaine Shirley  
Phone: 757-220-7790  
Email: eshirley@cwf.org

Vice President/Registrar: Kelly Smith  
Email: hoppingacres@frontiernet.net

Secretary/Treasurer: Joan Henry  
Email: grazingherd@frontiernet.net

Flock Representatives: 

Rebecca Pushkin  
Email: mazkeret@comcast.net

Brit Ritchey  
Email: britrit@gmail.com

Webmaster: Kayla Corbin Wright  
Email: kaylacorbin@gmail.com

Newsletter Publisher/Designer:  
Melanie Rowan 
Email: rowhousefarm@comcast.net

LLSBA Home Address: 
Leicester Longwool Sheep 
Breeders Association 
Elaine Shirley, President  

705 Hamilton Street  

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

Don’t be shy...

We need your stories!  
We need your photos!
Calling for all LLSBA News! If you are 
an LLSBA Member and you have some 
interesting news, we would like to share 
it in our newsletter. We would be happy 
to have your article about your farm, your 
sheep and/or what you do with you sheep 
and their by-products. We would love to 
have your news-worthy photo with a short 
caption. Please submit your articles and 
photos to Melanie Rowan, rowhousefarm@
comcast.net. Your articles may be gently 
edited and your photos need to be high 
resolution digital images. Don’t be shy, you 
are an important voice to our group!

LLSBA Registrar Kelly Smith, LLSBA Vice President and Registrar, Hopping Acres Farm

You must be a member of the LLSBA and assigned a Breeders Code to Register and 
Transfer sheep within the Association. Membership dues are $25 per year. Your dues must 
be current in order to Register and Transfer animals. (Dues are due in January of the new 
year.) If you failed to pay your annual dues and have prior year registrations, your dues will 
need to be paid in full before registrations will be processed. If you have any questions please 
feel free to email Kelly at hoppingacres@frontier.net. 
Registration Fees; Ewes under 1 year $5.00, Ewes over 1 year $10.00, Rams $10.00
Registration and Transfer Forms are available on the LLSBA Website.

You must note on your registration if the animal is white or colored. Colored animals are 
assigned a C after their registration number.
Please make checks payable to LLSBA. Send Registration and Transfer Forms to:
Kelly Smith-Anderson LLSBA Registrar, 3458 Sugar Valley Rd., Bruceton Mills, WV 26525

It is so important for all animals, of breed standard quality, to be registered and 
transferred within the association. Our goal is to preserve a rare breed to the best of our 
abilities by breeding top quality breeding stock to pass on to the next generation. 
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The 25th Anniversary Celebration has 
come and gone, and I hope that all of 

you who participated have had the chance 
to rest up. I want to take this opportunity 
to give a heart felt thanks to all of you who 
participated to help make this event very, 
very successful. 

I just want to touch on some of the main 
financial aspects of the show, since I am 
still compiling the bills and some our still 
outstanding at this point. The secretary/
treasurers report for the final breakdown of 
the show will be given at the Annual Meeting 
in November.

Donations
I want to say that this show would not 

have been possible without the generous 
outpouring of financial support of our 
membership. I cannot thank you all enough, 
for your contributions to help make this show 
a success. Total monetary donations from 
the membership was $7155.00. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you, for stepping up and 
helping out!!!

I also want to thank Jeanne Asplundh for 
her donation in covering the cost of the tent. 
And a big thanks to Sheepman Supply for 
loaning us the penning. To the others who 
donated in other ways, I thank you as well, 
especially those members who donated the 
sales of their items in the country store.

I was so impressed by your generosity and I 
thank you from the bottom of my heart.

General Store
The total amount of sales was $12,233.60. 

Congratulations to all of you – the store was 
filled with many beautiful products and we 
received a lot of compliments from everyone. 
The talent of our membership is incredible 
and you made the Association proud!

That being said, originally we were going 
to take 15% of your sales to cover the cost 
of state taxes to Maryland and to help cover 
the cost of the show. However, since so many 
of you stepped up to the plate and donated 
money, we decided to only take 10% if your 
total. It was reflected on your checks for your 
sales. 6% sales tax to the state of Maryland 
was $734.02. 4% to LLSBA was $593.08.

Silent Auction
The sales from items donated by the 

membership for the Silent Auction that was 
held during Happy Hour at Saturday nights 
dinner was $1777.00. There were many 
wonderful items there and thank you to all of 
you who donated. We will be doing another 
auction at the conference this fall.

The cost and logistics of this show was 
monumental. A complete breakdown of the 
entire show financially will be given at the 
meeting in November. 

Once again, I thank ALL of you who 
contributed. We couldn’t have done it with 
out you!

– Joan Henry

From the Secretary’s Desk 

Joan Henry, LLSBA Secretary/Treasurer, The Grazing Herd Sheep and Wool Co.

The Leicester Longwool website traffic 
increased greatly following the Maryland 

Sheep and Wool Festival. On May 3, we had 
118 page views – a record, up from an average 
of 59 page views per day. The classifieds 
page is now live, and any LLSBA member is 
entitled to post animals for sale to the general 
public by forwarding sale information to the 
webmaster at kaylacorbin@gmail.com.

Soon, the LLSBA will begin sending out 
monthly newsletters via email. You will be 
able to opt out of receiving these newsletters 
if you wish by clicking the “unsubscribe” 
button at the bottom of the email; the 
newsletters will also be available on the 
website. Expect to see the first monthly 

newsletter in August. We will continue 
mailing paper copies of the quarterly 
newsletter. Furthermore, a new partnership 
with the New Zealand and England Leicester 
Longwool Breeders Associations will enable 
you to read their newsletters as well. These 
will also be posted to the website. 

Other items you can expect to see soon on 
the website include a gallery from the 25th 
anniversary celebration; a history of the breed 
page; important facts and statistics about the 
breed; and information about the upcoming 
conference, which will be held in November, 
in Colonial Williamsburg.

– Kayla Corbin Wright 

Website updates 

Kayla Corbin Wright, LLSBA Webmaster, Heritage Preservation Farm

Ivan C Heazlewood A.M., one of 
Australia’s great sheep-men, historian, 

author and gentleman passed away 
recently. Ivan will be sorely missed by 
all of those who had the good fortune to 
know him and his loss amongst the sheep-
breeding fraternity will be profound. 

Over 400 hundred people from 
all parts of Australia attended Ivan’s 
funeral service. The excerpted eulogy 
was provided by the current Tasmanian 
Chairman of the Australian Stud Sheep 
Breeders Association, Steven French. 
(The complete eulogy can be read on the 
LLSBA website.)

Eulogy – Ivan C Heazlewood A.M.
26th June 1924 – 23 March 2015
Born in 1924 Ivan spent his entire 

life at the place where he was born, 
Melton Vale at Whitemore. Ivan was well 
traveled, well read and turned out to be a 
talented historian and prolific author. Ivan 
was a great believer in the importance 
of family, community and sheep – in no 
particular order. Ivan said that it wasn’t 
until he retired from farming full-time 
that he had the opportunity to indulge his 
interest in history and writing.

When talking about Ivan, the subject 
usually comes back to sheep. After the 
Australian Sheep and Wool Congress, 
(Tasmania, 1989), Ivan was asked by the 
Williamsburg Foundation (Virginia) 
to source and export to the USA a select 
group of English Leicester ewes and rams 
to reestablish the breed in the USA. Later, 
Ivan and Brenton visited Virginia to check 
on how the sheep were doing. Brenton says 
that Ivan seemed to be almost revered by 
the American sheep breeders that they met.

Evidence of the high regard in which 
Ivan is held in the United States is 
that his sheep books continue to enjoy 
good sales. In the most recent edition 
of Muster magazine Ivan contributed a 
piece entitled Sheep Magic. He writes:

“The good shepherd, in his daily 
experience, is constantly exposed to moments 
of sheep magic. Those moments are his 
reward. Do we stop to savor and enjoy them?”

At the end of one of Ivan’s articles he 
has this to say – to conclude, will leave 
you with his words:

“Oh dear, what tripe, what sentimental 
rubbish have I written. Should I burn it? Pardon 
me please dear reader. My only excuse is found 
in Acts - Chapter 2 - Verse 17. Young men shall 
see visions Old men shall dream dreams”



4     LLSBA Newsletter

Cardgrading, 2015 D. P. Sponenberg, DVM, PhD’

The cardgrading at the LLSBA 15th 
anniversary celebration proved once 

again just how useful this technique is as 
a tool for evaluating sheep. Cardgrading 
evaluates each sheep against the breed 
standard, rather than evaluating sheep 
against one another. It serves to constantly 
focus breeders’ eyes on the breed standard, 
which is essential to keeping sheep breeds 
productive, and historically correct.

It is always helpful to have multiple eyes 
looking at a sheep, and this is especially 
so when those eyes come from different 
countries. Polly Jones (United Kingdom) and 
Brenton Heazlewood (Tasmania, Australia) 
bring important international perspectives 
to the cardgrading. They also bring years of 
experience with their own flocks, and this is 
a great help to American shepherds. I was the 
spokesman, as well as the tie-breaker, but I 
only had to break a tie vote for one sheep!

Polly and Brenton were quick to pick up on 
subtle differences in the American standard 
and those of their own countries. Our 
American standard was built from combining 
the Australian, New Zealand, and United 
Kingdom standards together with a few 
added details thrown in for good measure. It 
was reassuring that the top American sheep 
(those blue cards!) were warmly praised 
by these two, and the comment was made 
multiple times that “this sheep would be a 
good addition to our flocks back home.”

A few details were a bit different from place 
to place. They were much more critical than 
we are of even the slightest protrusion of 
teeth beyond the dental pad. This might be 
due to differences in forage types and overall 
landscape. The set of the jaw is important, 
and relates to longevity. It was also fun to 
notice that Brenton liked longer necks than 
we or the British prefer. Our challenge is 
to have a short neck and a long body, and 
because these two are both related to the 

spine that is a tall order. He liked a longer 
necked, more upright head stance, which is 
no doubt of great utility in more extensive 
conditions. It might also be easier to achieve!

I also like the fact that we show our 
sheep “in the rough,” with little or no show 
preparation, although on occasion this 
frustrates the foreign judges who are used 
to seeing sheep that have had at least some 
preparation. “No preparation” (or show 
fitting) allows me to see the sheep “as it is” 
rather than “as it could be.” Showing with 
little fleece preparation helps to see what that 
fleece really is, although I remain fascinated 
by the wonderful appearance that can be 
had by opening the body-long break in the 
fleece along the side and thigh. Brenton 
showed us how to do this (you need someone 
holding that sheep—it looks like it tickles!). 
The result on some of the longer fleeces was 
stunning as the luster and staple length are 
so dramatic. Brenton called this the “wow” 
factor, and I couldn’t agree more!

It was also interesting that few sheep were 
weak over all. Most of the ones that failed 
to get blue cards (and there were many red 
and some yellows) were downgraded for one 
or two significant flaws rather than general 
weakness. One consistent thread is that size 
could be improved. Bigger is not always better, 
but too small is too small. Leicester Longwool 
sheep should be big, rugged sheep. Not huge, 
but big. The sheep put forward for evaluation 
were from various regions of the country, and 
all regions included some big, wonderful blue-
card sheep. This is a challenge for breeders, 
but one that is important to meet.

The most reassuring aspect of the 
cardgrading is that a good sheep is a good 
sheep regardless of where it is from. And, the 
USA is producing some very good Leicester 
Longwool sheep! Breeders can use this 
useful technique right at home to constantly 
evaluate and improve their flocks.

Lost and Found 

These items were found at the LLSBA tent at 
Maryland Sheep and Wool:

•  One medium green Patagonia jacket left at 
the Saturday night dinner. 

•  A dry erase board on a stand. 

Elaine Shirley has these in Colonial 
Williamsburg. Please let Elaine know if these 
belong to you and they will get returned. You 
can reach her by phone at 757-220-1019

 Photos by Ellen Anderson

 Brit keeps notes, Joan and Josh handle the sheep while Brenton, Polly and Phil judge.
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2015 Card Grading Report

Blue Card Rams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Blue Card Ewes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Red Card Rams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Red Card Ewes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Yellow Card Rams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Yellow Card Ewes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Blue Card Positive Comments: Good Size, 
Good Mouth, Good Length, Excellent Fleece, 
Excellent Dense Fleece, Square, Good 
Pigment, Good Bone, Good Pasterns, Good 
Strong Conformation, Great Short Neck, Very 
Masculine Head, Very Feminine Head, Good 
Udder, Raising great lamb.

Blue Card Needs Improvement Comments: 
Missing teeth, Slight bite issue, Slight Narrow 
in Rear, Wool little on Fine End, Slight weak 
pigment, Overall small, Fleece slight uneven, 
Slight fine bone, Slight narrow in front, Slight 
left rear leg travels in.

Red Card Positive Comments: Fleece Good, 
Fleece Uniform, Length good, Teeth good, 
Nice Masculine head, Good Conformation, 
Good Femininity, Square, Good Pasterns, Good 
pigment.

Red Card Needs Improvement Comments: 
Cow Hocked, Narrow in Front, Weak Pigment, 
Rump slops off, Fine bone, Scurs, Long neck, 
Light in the rear, Under bite, Over bite, Fleece 
lacks style, Small, Cotted fleece, Lacks wool 
density.

Yellow Card Positive Comments: Good teeth, 
Length Good, Good Head, Good Pigment, Good 
Fleece, Strong Wool, Conformation Good.

Yellow Card Needs Improvement Comments: 
Poor Nutrition, Narrow, Cow Hocked, Fleece 
Lacks Style, Post Legged, Small Testicles, 
Teeth Over, Teeth don’t match age on Pedigree, 
Fleece has no character, Britchy, Scurs, Very 
Small, Weak Pigments, Weak Withers, Poor 
Bone, Weak Pasterns, Fine bone for ram, Tan 
spots on legs and ears, Uneven Fleece, Rump 
slops off, Very Narrow Front, Very Narrow Rear

Overview

Animals evaluated from age 1 to 6 years

Negative: Nutrition needs work in some areas. 
Some animals teeth did not match pedigree 
age, animal older then pedigree said. Some 
animals small for age.

Positive: Great improvement since 15th 
Anniversary. Breeders in the USA need to be 
very proud of what we have accomplished in 25 
years. 

Worth the Trip! 

David Berryhill, The Berryhill Farm

The time we spent at the 25th anniversary 
celebration of the LLSBA and the 

corresponding card grading event was an 
extraordinary experience. We began the 
sheep experiment here in MN back in 2007 
with a few market lambs and progressed to 
our first Leicester Longwools in 2008. There 
were definitely a few bumps along the way, 
but we have learned something new, it seems, 
almost every year. The card grading event, 
in particular, was especially educational this 
year because it showed exactly what kind of 
sheep we should be looking to produce.

Raising Leicester Longwools in the Midwest (MN, WI, IA, IL, etc.) and beyond (MT, 
OR) can be a challenging adventure. There are very few other Leicester Longwools to look 
at and compare to – there are even fewer opportunities to meet with fellow breeders. The 
opportunity to bring my own sheep to be graded and to see the variety of sheep brought by 
other breeders was such a unique chance to learn more about this breed. Through my time in 
the ring listening to the judges and the opportunity to watch the videos of the feedback about 
my own sheep, there are a few things that stood out – those things that were emphasized. To 
start with, the rams should be easily identified and not confused with the ewes. Their head 
should be masculine and large. The ewes should be large yet have a feminine face. Both ewes 
and rams should be rugged looking with large, squarish frames, yet not too large to move 
easily. The wool needs to be consistent from front to back in style and crimp. There should be 
a dark pigment to the skin and the mouth needs to be correct (teeth meeting the upper gum 
squarely). It is one thing to read what the standards should be and quite another to see them in 
person – the good and the bad. The management issues that seemed to be stressed, particularly 
to our sheep, was to shear lambs in the middle of the summer to encourage growth and give a 
more consistent fleece without the “dead ends”. 

Upon returning home, one of the first things we did was walk out with the rest of the sheep 
to look at them more closely and evaluate according to what we had heard and seen at the card 
grading. We can’t wait for the next card grading and you can bet we will make every effort to 
be there again! We have more sheep I would love to have graded and the encouragement we 
received from this first card grading event was beyond compare. It is such a blessing to be a part 
of a breed organization that is willing to put on these kinds of events to educate and promote!

Competitions at the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival

Skein & Garment
Best Overall Leicester Longwool Article (Willow Brook Farm)  
– awarded to Kara Criner, Galax VA
Best Leicester Longwool Felted Article  
(The Grazing Herd Sheep and Wool Company) – awarded to Lane Anderson, Williamsburg VA
Best Leicester Longwool Skein  
(Willow Brook Farm) – awarded to Kim Parkinson, Kingston ON Canada
Best Leicester Longwool Knitted Article (Elaine Shirley)  
– awarded to Anne Camper, Bozeman MT
Best Leicester Longwool Crocheted Article (Mary Bare)  
– awarded to Allison Loubert, Harbor Springs MI

Fleece Show
Best Leicester Longwool White Fleece (Willow Brook Farm)  
– awarded to Donna Larson, Culpeper VA
Best Leicester Longwool Colored Fleece (Hopping Acres Leicester Longwools)  
– awarded to Travis Wright, Spring Green WI
Best Leicester Longwool Breed Class Fleece – Carol McConaughy, Mt. Airy MD

 Joan and David show a sheeps fleece.
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The Hills (and Fields, and Woods and Pastures)  

are alive ... with the Sound of (Sheep) Music 

 by Laurie Ball-Gisch, The Lavender Fleece

“...and there are little bursts or peals when a 
sheep shakes its head, all together producing 
a kind of rude harmony – a music which, ... 
heard from a distance, is akin to natural music 
and accords with rural scenes.” – W.H. Hudson

It was 15 years of sheep farming before I 
encountered a flock of sheep that wore 

bells. I was so enamoured of the musical flock, 
that by the time I got home, I had decided to 
put bells on some of my sheep. Since I had just 
acquired five new ewes, all looking much like 
each other, it made sense to start with those 
ewes and put the bells on five different colored 
collars to help me identify the new arrivals. 

The bells and collars I had ordered were 
delivered, and in the busy-ness of life, I had 
forgotten to tell my husband that I had put 
them on some of the flock. He came in that 
evening from a walk around the farm, and 
said that he loved the sound of the bells. He 
especially liked that the bells helped him to 
know which pasture or woods the sheep were 
in. I too have discovered that it is very helpful 
to find the sheep based on the sound of the 
bells. Some of the bells we have in use now 
can be heard from many acres away; those are 
the larger and deeper toned bells. One would 
reasonably expect that the size of the bell would 
be correlated to the size of the animal. This isn’t 
necessarily true. If there is a sheep that tends to 
wander or strays further away from the flock, or 
is the last to come in, a larger, louder bell would 
be a good choice for that particular animal. 

I was soon able to discern what the sound 
of peaceful grazing is in contrast to hearing 
the bells sounding more frenzied when 
the sheep have become startled, and start 
running. Adding sheep bells as a shepherd’s 
tool, helps monitor the flock, especially if we 
can’t directly see them.

The term “bellwether” came about during 
the Middles Ages, describing the use of a 
bell on the neck of a wethered (castrated) 
ram, who worked with the shepherd to lead 
the flock. Additionally, the sound of the 
bellwether’s bell helped the shepherd identify 
the movement of the flock, especially at night 
or during periods of fog.

I had not initially considered that bells on 
the flock would help to deter predators. In 
one of my old sheep books, the 1892 edition 
of “Special Report on the History and Present 
Condition of the Sheep Industry in the 
United States” (Carmon, Heath and Minto, 
Washington Government Printing Office, page 
867), I read the following with great interest:

“One of the best means for protecting the flock 
against the attacks of dogs is by using a liberal 
number of bells. If the flock numbers forty or 
fifty, at least a quarter of them should have 
each a small bell, and as noisy a one as possible, 
attached to her neck. If the flock is small, a 
greater proportion should possess bells. The 
reason why bells are a good protection is because 
sheep-killing dogs are naturally sneaks. They 
are afraid of detection, and the noise created by 
a flock of sheep wearing bells will cause them 
to desist. I have never known a flock of sheep 
wearing bells to be injured by dogs.”

I’ve also read that putting a small bell on 
the collar of a sheepdog can help the sheep to 
know when dogs are approaching them. 

A visit to a local antique mall yielded two 
wonderful old sheep bells; it did not take 
me long to begin collecting antique sheep 
bells. I’ve since found some amazing pieces. 
My favorite antique bell - one that has three 
clackers, and sounds absolutely beautiful, 
came from a 93 year old woman who inherited 
the bell from her cousins. She wrote me that:
“... long after they ceased raising sheep, they had 
this bell hanging above the pen of their lead ewe. 
She always felt safe in her pen and would go in 
there without being led. She lived to be 17 years 
old and was taken care of as one of the family. 
Her wool clothed many of the family...including 
a sweater I had for years. Their ranch was in 
Montana, near Livingston. When the patriarch 
came from Norway in 1905, he used the only 
money he had to buy 4 ewes and one ram. He 
homesteaded on 50 acres. They were constantly 
bothered by wolves... And they would take turns 
guarding the sheep at night.,I understand sheep 
do not like a loud bell, thus this was just loud 
enough to have the other sheep know which way 
they could go... and also the assurance that their 
lead sheep was close at hand.”

In my collection I have an antique Bergen 
bell with the image of a sheep cast on the side. 
Another one has a lovely scalloped bottom; it 
has such an artistic shape that it looks much 
like a dancer with her hands raised above her 
head, wearing a long flowing gown! The most 
primitive and plain bells often show clearly 
that they were well used. These old bells tell 
me of that long ago shepherd who valued his 
sheep bells and kept them in use by replacing 
clappers and hooks as needed. 

If one of the antique bells I find is solid 
and strong, I will put it into use; the diversity 
of shapes and sizes and materials (whether 
steel, brass or iron) adds to the richness of 

my flock’s music. I find that some of the bells 
have a most pleasing sound, while others are 
more clunky or tinny sounding. 

W.H. Hudson, in his book “A Shepherd’s 
Life” (1910) allows that I am not alone in my 
sentimentality concerning sheep bells. He 
wrote that the shepherds he queried spoke with 
great passion about their sheep bells and all said 
they would have more on the flock if they had 
enough money to purchase more bells. Hudson 
describes the sound of the flock’s music thus:
“...it is not exactly monotonous, owing to the 
bells being of various sizes and also greatly 
varying in thickness, so that they produce 
different tones, from the sharp tinkle-tinkle of 
the smallest to the sonorous klonk-klonk of the 
big, copper bell. Then, too, they are differently 
agitated, some quietly when the sheep are 
grazing with heads down, others rapidly as the 
animal walks or trots on; and there are little 
bursts or peals when a sheep shakes its head, all 
together producing a kind of rude harmony – a 
music which, like that of bagpipes or of chiming 
church-bells, heard from a distance, is akin to 
natural music and accords with rural scenes.”

I was worried that putting a bell on a ewe 
would cause her some distress, but of all the 
sheep that now wear bells in my flock, I only 
had one ewe that did some strange dancing 
immediately after the bell was placed around 
her neck. She settled down quickly however, 
and the rest have taken their musical necklaces 
in stride. The bells did not bother the dams or 
their lambs during lambing this past spring 
and personally, I think the ewes wear their 
bells as a badge of honor. I’ve read that the 
lambs will recognize the sound of their dam’s 
bell, so if one wants to summon a particular 
lamb, one could ring the bell of its mother. I 
have not yet tried this myself!

For all of the practical reasons for having 
bells on sheep, in all honesty, I love the bells 
because I love the music of my flock. When I 
find a rare moment to sit alone, amongst my 
sheep grazing, their bells add greatly to the 
joy and peace that my sheep bring to my life.

Penelope showing off her bell
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A Wonderful Visit

– Janey Servinski, Maple Hill Farm

Following the Maryland Sheep and Wool 
Festival and a visit with our president, 

Elaine Shirley, at Colonial Williamsburg, 
Brenton and Anne Heazlewood made several 
stops in the US and Canada. One of the 
regions they enjoyed was the Great Lakes 
area, where they viewed Niagara Falls and 
ventured into Michigan to visit with LLSBA 
members there.

The Heazlewoods spent most of their 
time viewing and “talking sheep” at Laurie 
Ball-Gisch’s Lavender Fleece Farm, and at 
our home, Maple Hill Farm. Susan Munson 
from Time Together Farm joined us for a 
day. Several other breeders sent regrets that 
they were not able to be present as they were 
traveling or had work obligations. Brenton 
and Anne also spent part of an afternoon at 
the Gerstacker Centennial Farm in Midland, 
MI, where Brenton, always interested in crop 
farming, became acquainted with agricultural 
operations at this Michigan farm, where 
they grow 1600 acres of beans, corn, and 
sugar beets. They spent some time with the 
Servinskis at their retail nursery, and made 
friends wherever they went.  

Brenton and Anne also braved the holiday 

traffic and made a stop at Frankenmuth, 
MI, home of the largest Christmas store in 
America, Bronner’s. They said they decorate 
for Christmas a bit differently as there is no 
snow. They showed what good sports they were 
by attending a rural Little League game on a 
very cool evening, their first baseball game. 

Brenton had thought that perhaps the cold, 
wicked winter might have put a lot of stress 
on the sheep but said that he was pleased to 
see they were in great condition. He said he 

enjoyed the sound of the bells he heard on some 
of the sheep at the Lavender Fleece. Brenton 
encouraged continued efforts to work together 
to improve the Leicesters. An AI breeding clinic 
is planned at Maple Hill Farm in October, and 
breeders hope to meet periodically.

We were happy that this delightful couple 
were able to come to Michigan. They were a 
source of encouragement and a fountain of 
knowledge, which they shared generously. 

 Daryl, Brenton, Laurie and Anne

2015 Youth Winner

My name is Alex Tush. I am 11 years old 
and in the 5th grade at Trinity North 

elementary School. I live with my Mom 
and Dad on a small farm that is part of my 
great-great Grandparent’s farm in a village 
called Wolfdale.

I have been a member of the 4-Leaf 4-h 
for the past 4 years and involved as a clover 
bud for 2 years before that. 4-H is my favorite 
activity. I have shown my breeding rabbits at 
the regional shows as well as the Washington 
County Fair. My rabbits have done well 
winning a Best of Breed and Best Opposite. 
This year I am showing a market lamb and a 
market goat as well as rocketry and robotics. 
I was hoping to take my Cotswold to the 
show but they are too old to show and are not 
having lambs this spring.

My mom’s friend told her about the 
program where I could write an essay and be 
able to win a heritage breed sheep to show. 
I would like to increase my flock. I want to 
have the coolest sheep at the fair and sheep 
are more fun than rabbits.

I like our Cotswold sheep but we are 
have not been able to find a ram to breed 
them with. We know a few people who 
raise Leicester Longwools and they are like 
Cotswold. I think they are cool too. My 
mom’s friend told me that George Washington 
raised Leicester Longwool sheep. The city and 
county I live in is named after him.

I want to raise heritage sheep because 
they are one of a kind and if people stop 
raising them they will become extinct. I 
would hate to see the things that make these 
sheep special, like their wool and their nice 
personalities, be gone.

Every day I take care of our sheep. I carry 
water buckets for them and measure their 
grain. They really like hay with lots of clover. 
My dad and I built new fence so they could 
have more pasture. Soon it will be time to 
get them sheared. I like to watch the shearers 
while they work and hope I can learn to do 
that so quickly. Mom says she is too old to 
do it anymore. Last year I took two fleeces to 
the fair and won second and third prize. This 
year I will clean them better. I am excited 
about showing sheep at the fair this year.

I hope that I am able to get a ewe this year 
and to show and breed in the fall. If I can’t 
get one this year I will keep trying but it will 
be hard to wait!

Thank you for taking the time to read my 
essay and I hope you will consider letting me 
have a sheep.

 Alex with his lamb
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Grass-fed LL’s at Maple Frost Farm Kim Mastiranni, Maple Frost Farm
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We have the luxury of pasture. It isn’t 
all great, but it’s enough to graze our 

sheep as much as 7, maybe even 8 months 
of the year if the snow cooperates. The 
winters are on hay. Grain is only used for 
those in need, older sheep, late gestation and 
lactating ewes, especially when our hay is 
not as good as it could be, creep for lambs to 
get them used to it as a training tool and to 
give the ewes some relief. Your local USDA 
field office is a great resource for assistance 
in developing a grazing plan. That said, 
successful rotational grazing of smaller flocks 
of mixed age animals, especially if you have 
inconsistent or limited pastures, requires 
some flexibility, sometimes, a lot of flexibility. 
So this is a brief explanation of our grazing 
practices.

As soon as the grass is available, usually 
late April or early May around here, we 
move the sheep out on pasture. Some of the 
paddocks close to the barn have permanent 
fencing which is great for the lambs initially. 
We will rotate the flock through those when 
the lambs first go out. From there they move 
out into the larger fields. Those fields are 
sectioned off using electric sheep netting into 
areas that will support the flock for 3-5 days 
initially. Spring grasses grow fast and sheep 

will tend to come back to the places they 
initially chewed down to eat the regrowth 
rather than move on to the older, less 
palatable forage. Smaller sections encourage 
them to eat their second and third choices 
and they can be moved off to fresh pasture 
before the first choice grows back enough to 
regraze. The size of the rotation paddock is 
also determined by the quality of the forage 
in that particular section, the regrowth rate, 
the initial height of the forage, the dampness 
of the ground, our travel schedule, etc. If it’s a 
rough section of pasture, I make it larger and 
take them off sooner. If the grass is growing 
fast, I make it smaller and move them sooner, 
if it’s tall, I make it smaller and move them 
sooner, otherwise they just trample the tall 
stuff down and don’t eat it. If it’s a wetter 
section, which we only graze in the dryer 
periods, I make it larger and make sure they 
can have a dry place to bed down. I don’t 
want them in muck and they don’t care much 
for the wetland type grasses anyway so they 
eat the good stuff and we move on. If our 
schedule requires them to stay put an extra 
day, I build that into the size of the paddock. 
You can move them more often or less often 
but the 3-5 days is a target, that generally 
works for us, especially early in the season. 

I have found they do best when I don’t 
push them to eat things they don’t want. 
They will happily eat things in moderation 
you wouldn’t expect them to go for but 
they won’t thrive if forced to eat everything 
before they move on. In addition to my best 
estimates of paddock size and grazing days, 
I find they can stay fat and happy if I just 
pay attention to them and move them when 
they ask. Those ewes are particularly good at 
letting me know when I should be resetting 
the fence. The key point for grass fed here 
is to have a plan then look at the sheep and 
look at your grass and adjust your plan as 
necessary. Don’t be locked into a schedule 
your field agent worked out for you.

Save the date
the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration Continues!
LLSBA Fall Conference
November 13–15, 2015


