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Leicester Longwools celebrate success at 
The Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival 

The Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival attracts sheep and fiber lovers from near and far. 
This year has been another successful one for several Leicester Longwool breeders. 

The Leicester Longwool Sheep Breeders Association has a history of hosting its annual 
meeting the Friday evening before the Maryland festival opens. It is a nice time to visit with 
other LL Breeders, catch up on the LLSBA news and of course share in the excitement of the 
shows, exhibits and sales that will energize the next two days.

We have two feature articles from LLSBA members, Richard Larson and Mary Bare, who 
were big winners in judging competitions. Richard is well-versed in raising and showing LLs 
and his wins are part of his ongoing success – and always thrilling. Mary is new to showing 
and winning and quite happy with her first ribbons.

In addition to these two participants, Elaine Shirley, our club president, made the annual 
pilgrimage from Colonial Williamsburg to show and share information about the Leicester 
Longwool Sheep and their history in our colonial United States. Elaine brought five sheep 
this year. Kelly Smith-Anderson, Hopping Acres Leicester Longwools, our club Vice 
President and Registrar and Joan Henry, Grazing Herd Sheep and Wool Co., our Secretary/
Treasure, are long-time partners and vendors that host a booth of their beautiful LL roving, 
yarns, knitwear and felted items. Mary Lou Williams, The Rosefield Farm, has a booth that 
offers her variety of Country Store home made products. Gwen Handler, Hill Farm, is a 
long-time vendor who offers LL products, kits, supplies and books and has been active at 
MS&WF for many years.

And the winner is …
Richard Larson

Old Gjerpen Farm Leicester Longwools 
received highest honors at the 2011 

Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival on May 
7th & 8th. OGF Frederick, one of two white 
yearling rams we exhibited, was awarded:
�•�Supreme�Champion�Fleece
•�Champion�White�Longwool�Ram
•�Best�Fleece�in�Show�(White�Longwool)
Richard and Donna Larson, Old Gjerpen 

Farm, have been raising sheep for 22 
years, rare breeds since 1994 and Leicester 
Longwools for eight years. They specialize 
in offering genetically diverse starter flocks 
with a strong emphasis on structurally sound, 
exceptional fleeced, breed-characteristic 
compliant stock. They also raise Milking 
Devon cattle and Nankin chickens.

Richard started showing livestock when 
eight years old as a 4-H’er at the county 
fair in Wisconsin. The thrill of going to the 
front of the class is as strong today as it was 
as a kid – providing the satisfaction that a 
knowledgeable�stranger�(the�judge)�has�the�
same high opinion of your animal as you do. 

Donna is the fleece expert in the family. 
For those readers not familiar with the 

MS&WF, every year over 1,100 wool sheep 
from all over North America are exhibited at 
the Festival. The sheep show is divided into 
17 divisions, 11 are breed specific and 6 are 
white or colored - fine, medium and long. 
Leicester Longwools are exhibited in either 
the white or colored longwool divisions. On 
Sunday the 17 division champions come back 
to the ring for the selection, by two judges, 
of the Supreme Champion Ram, Ewe and 
Fleece honors.

Richard and Donna are particularly 
pleased that this is the second time in the 
past four years that an OGF ram was selected 
for the Supreme Champion Fleece award 
at the Festival. In 2008, OGF Churchill 
received the honor. This was also the sixth 
consecutive year that an OGF ram was 
selected for the Best Fleece in Show honors 
in the white longwool division. Both OGF 
Frederick and OGF Churchill come from our 
Beechwood bloodline.

OGF Frederick winning the Supreme Champion Fleece award, with two judges at the left, Richard 
Larson and the 2011 Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival Queen

continued on Page 3
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I hope lambing has gone well for everyone. 
[At Colonial Williamsburg] We had a huge 

number of ram lambs this year and two sets 
of triplets which has made things challenging. 
But, it is always an exciting time. 

The Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival is 
behind us, it is such a great show, a chance 
to catch up with folks and a great chance to 
get re-excited about sheep. Sometimes I feel 
like nobody else raises sheep, everyone is into 
cattle, horses or chickens but nobody raises 
sheep. Maryland is a great place to realize lots 
of people are raising sheep and they are some 
of the nicest people I’ve met. 

The Board has gotten moving on several 
projects including a very interesting possible 
semen exchange with England. It is still in 
the very early stages but it was prompted by 
a letter from the Leicester Longwool Sheep 
Breeders of the United Kingdom. In the letter 
the president was mentioning the fact that 
their genetic base has been eroded to a great 
extent and they were interested in getting 
semen from the US to broaden their base. It 
would be wonderful if we could get all four of 
the�groups�(�English,�Australian,�New�Zealand�
and�United�States)  to�work�together�to�
preserve the genetic information we have. As 

the English president pointed out, with e-mail 
this should be easier then in the past. We will 
keep you updated as things progress. 

I hope all of you are planning to attend the 
annual conference in Williamsburg which is 
scheduled for Nov. 4th, 5th and 6th. It is a 
good chance to meet other Leicester breeders 
and really get to talk and network and learn 
something at the same time.

Finally, I was looking at one of my favorite 
magazines, a British publication called 
Country Life, there was an article by Prince 
Charles about encouraging the raising of 
sheep and the wool industry. Prince Charles 
called wool a “moral fiber”. I think he has 
hit on something and we need to ponder this 
and use the idea in our own lives. We raise a 
moral fiber, one that is kind to the earth as a 
renewable and natural resource, a fiber that 
has sustained communities around the world. 
A kinder, gentler fiber that I believe is a joy 
to produce and can be used from cradle to 
grave�(google�wool�coffins�and�you�will�see�an�
interesting�use�for�wool).�So�as�you�out�among�
your sheep think about the moral fiber you are 
caring for. I hope everyone has a good summer! 

– Elaine

Message from the president
We raise a moral fiber, 

one that is kind to the 

earth as a renewable 

and natural resource, a 

fiber that has sustained 

communities around the 

world. A kinder, gentler 

fiber that I believe is a 

joy to produce and can 

be used from cradle to 

grave.

–Elaine Shirley

Board of Directors Meeting 

The Board of Directors held a meeting at the home of Rebecca Pushkin on February 21, 2011. 
Board members in attendance were Elaine Shirley, Kelly Smith-Anderson, Joan Henry, Rebecca 

Pushkin,�Ann�Vonnegut,�and�Susan�Ziller�(via�conference�call).�Topics�discussed�were�as�follows:
•��The�brochure�which�Melanie�Rowan�is�redesigning�and�is�having�printed.�She�is�donating�her�

time to the organization. There will be new photos and all of the photos will be of sheep from 
the United States, there was also some change in text.

•��Melanie�Rowan�has�also�volunteered�to�help�us�get�the�newsletter�going�again.�The�current�
goal is to have two issues a year. We encourage all members to write articles for the newsletter. 

•��The�Association�is�working�on�becoming�a�501c5�which�will�take�some�time�and�a�good�deal�
of paperwork but the process has started. 

•��Joanie�Livermore�is�going�to�try�to�add�classified�ads�to�the�website.�
•��The�group�would�like�to�have�traveling�display�that�could�be�mailed�to�members�who�need�

promotional materials for fairs or craft shows or exhibits. Currently we have several banners 
available for members to use. Contact Elaine or Joan to borrow the banners. We are looking 
into the traveling displays. 

•��T-shirts�and�hooded�sweatshirts�will�be�printed�up�and�for�sale�at�the�Maryland�Sheep�and�
Wool Festival. 

•��Having�an�association�booth�at�a�fiber�show�was�discussed.�It�was�concluded�to�be�a�good�idea�
but no action was taken. 

•��Membership�was�discussed.�We�are�having�a�problem�with�people�selling�sheep�and�not�
having the buyers join the Association. The Board decided that it will offer a 10 dollar 
membership for one year to new breeders if the seller buys it for the buyers. By giving this 
discounted membership we hope to keep track of the sheep. This is the problem with non-
members; we need to keep track of the animals. 

•��The�fall�conference�in�Williamsburg�was�set�for�Nov.�4th,�5th�and�6th.�We�are�looking�for�
topics to discuss at the conference. 
The meeting was adjourned as it began to snow.

LLSBA Board of Directors
President: Elaine Shirley  
Phone: 757-220-7790  
E-mail: eshirley@CWF.org
Vice President/ Registrar: Kelly Smith  
E-mail: hoppingacres@frontiernet.net
Secretary/ Treasurer: Joan Henry  
E-mail: grazingherd@frontiernet.net
Flock Representatives: 

Rebecca Pushkin  
E-mail: mazkeret@comcast.net
Susan Ziller  
E-mail: woolybeefarm@yahoo.com
Ann Vonnegut  
E-mail: autumnvistafarm@centurylink.net
Webmaster: Joanie Livermore  
E-mail: jeanne@teleport.com
Newsletter Publisher/Designer:  
Melanie Rowan 
E-mail: rowhousefarm@comcast.net
LLSBA Home Address: 
Leicester Longwool Sheep 
Breeders Association 
Elaine Shirley, President  
705 Hamilton Street  
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
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It’s funny how an unexpected string of 
events can bring an experience that might 

not have been considered a “bucket list” 
item until after you’ve done it. At this year’s 
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival, that’s 
what seemed to happen for me.

Elaine Shirley and I planned to take two 
ewes from CWF up to the farm that Friday 
night, but revised the plan when some pens 
were left unused. As a rookie shepherd, I 
eagerly shared my new sheep with festival 
committee friends, with an unexpected 
response: “you need to show them!”  That 
was the beginning of a group effort that 
still leaves me smiling – one friend offered 
to fit them, a shearer offered to clear the 
belly wool, someone punched in ear tags, 
another offered her tools and hay, and a quick 
session�in�halter�training�(I�think�that�was�
for�me!).�In�the�ring,�their�support�enveloped�
us – helping move the sheep, taking pictures, 
cheering us on – “don’t face the judge with 
your butt!”  The judge was duly impressed 
with the gorgeous luster of their fleeces – 3rd 
place for Martha, 2nd place for the pair, 1st 
place for Maggie Mae, and then Champion 
Ewe for her fleece. The energy felt like a kid 
on Christmas morning.  What was priceless 
to me was what it meant for my friends to 
share in the showing – their expressions of 
joy, getting to do what they had loved to do 
in years gone by and would love to do again. 

The ribbons awarded are to those who did 
the work, both at CWF and at Maryland. 
Taking these sheep into the ring brought 
them to the forefront, and hopefully peaked 
someone’s interest as a possible choice of 
breed. It was awesome to have acquired 
two ewes with beautiful fleeces, and have 

that�validated�by�the�judges.�(In�the�final�
parade of champions on Sunday, I could 
see, though, how the judging might impact 
breeding�choices)�For�me,�the�best�part�was�
the support of fellow shepherds who shared 
so freely and willingly, as they’ve all had a 
hand in bringing me this far with my sheep. 
Would I do it again? I don’t know. There 
just might be a need to stay open for another 
“bucket list” item to experience with the 
sheep! In the meantime, I’ll continue to stick 
close to my sheep folk friends – obviously, 
I’ve been staying in good company, and 
hopefully, they feel the same.

Sheep in the ring 
Mary Bare 

Mary with her champion ewe Maggie Mae

At the other end of the Festival shorn 
fleeces are judged on Friday night and sold on 
Saturday and Sunday. This show of over 400 
fleeces is also judged by two fleece experts. 
Exhibitors are limited to seven entries. For the 
second consecutive year OGF was honored 
to receive the Champion Uncovered Fleece 
award. This fleece was from one of our white 
yearling ewes, OGF Fanny II. The interesting 
side note is that while Fanny’s fleece was being 
judged at the Festival, she was home on the 
farm having her first lamb – a gorgeous white 
ewe lamb. We also received first and second 
ribbons in the Leicester Longwool class.

OGF Frederick’s gorgeous fleece with his 
Supreme Champion Fleece award

And the winner is …
continued from Page 1

Parrot mouth
Elaine Shirley

Lambing is upon us and we have to start 
evaluating those sheep even as they hit the 

ground! There are certainly traits that you can 
see even in a newborn lamb to help you decide 
if this lamb will stay in your breeding program.

One of the most important parts of the 
sheep is its mouth. When I started working 
with sheep at Colonial Williamsburg I was 
from a cattle background so I asked Jack 
Price, longtime Hampshire breeder what I 
should think about when evaluating sheep. 
Jack said the sheep had to have good teeth to 
eat grass and good legs to get it to the grass 
and the rest was mostly window dressing. So 
I have always paid attention to that advice. 
The defect in the photo above is called 
parrot mouth. This refers to a lamb with an 
underdeveloped lower jaw. This condition 
is obvious from the birth of the lamb and 
any animal with this condition should not 
be bred as it is heritable. Over 20 years of 
lambing we have had this condition show up 
twice. The first lamb, a ewe, did quite well 
and�had�a�long�life�producing�wool�(but�no�
lambs!)�She�was�named�Eleanor,�since�Mrs.�
Roosevelt suffered from the same problem. 
It was very frustrating to have a beautiful 
ewe that was perfect except for the first inch! 
The second lamb, a ram, must have had 
a slightly shorter lower jaw than Eleanor 
because he couldn’t suck and died as a result. 
There is also the opposite problem of an 
overdeveloped bottom jaw called sow mouth 
which I have never seen. Check your new 
lamb’s bite by running your finger up and 
down in the front of their mouths. Do the 
upper pad and the lower jaw line up well? We 
check this on all sheep about once a year; it 
can change throughout their lives although I 
don’t think it ever improves, only gets worse.

Lambs can be born with defects that will 
eventually kill them. All lambs should be 
checked over soon after birth. The vast majority 
of lambs are born with no problems but it 
always is good to be ready for something odd.

Deceased lamb with parrot mouth
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2010 LLSBA Fall Conference highlights
The 2010 LLSBA Fall Conference was held in November at Colonial Williamsburg. The opening presentation Friday evening was given by LLSBA 
President Elaine Shirley. Elaine spoke about the heritage and importance of the Leicester Longwool Sheep. A buffet dinner was available with everything 
being provided by LLSBA members and the Rare Breeds Fund of Colonial Williamsburg. Delicious foods included some lamb recipes and wonderful 
desserts. Much of Saturday was spent with Dr. Phil Sponenburg. Phil started the morning with an intensive lecture and discussion about breeding 
and genetics. The afternoon session moved into a hands-on education about desirable traits and the breed standards of the Leicester Longwool Sheep. 
Saturday Dinner was a celebration of camaraderie with a fancy dinner at the Kings Arms Tavern in downtown Colonial Williamsburg. Sunday finished 
up the weekend with a field trip across the river to the newly established WindSwept Farm Fiber Mill. 

Registration applications received Jan. 1, 2010 – March 25, 2011
Ewes 108, Rams 50 
Note from your Registrar
Your�dues�must�be�current�in�order�to�Register�and�Transfer�animals.�(2011�Dues�due�date�is�

Annual�Meeting�Maryland�Sheep�&�Wool�Festival�May�6,�2011).�If�you�failed�to�pay�your�2010�
dues and have 2010 registrations your 2010 dues will need to be paid in full before registrations 
will be processed. You must be a member of the LLSBA to Register and Transfer sheep within 
the Association and assigned a Breeders Code.
Fees

Ewes under 1 year $5.00
Fee for any ewe over 1 year of age at time of registration will go from $5.00 to $10.00
Rams $10.00
Checks made payable to the LLSBA

New Registration and Transfer Forms are available on the LLSBA Website.
You must note on your registration if the animal is white or colored. Colored animals are 

assigned a C after their registration number. 2011 Registration Number Letters will start with Y.
Send all Registration and Transfer to:
Kelly Smith-Anderson LLSBA Registrar
3458 Sugar Valley Rd.
Bruceton Mills, WV 26525

Once I receive your info you will receive an e-mail verification that they where received. If for 
any reason you have any questions please feel free to e-mail me at hoppingacres@frontiernet.net

Have a fantastic spring. Kelly

Virginia/North Carolina 
Shepherd’s Symposium
Jan. 14-15, 2011, Verona, VA
This symposium was very interesting and 
offered something for everyone. Topics, 
speakers and references included:
The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, http://
connect.extension.iastate.edu/p43305770
Managing Parasites 
Dr.�Ann�Zajac,�www.scsrpc.org
Selected Tools for Parasite Management 
Dr. Will Getz, www.scsrpc.org
National issues impacting sheep 
Dr. Will Getz
Out-of-season Breeding 
Dr. Keith Inskeep
Expansion Decisions 
Mr. Tom Stanley and Dr. Scott Greiner
Working with your local Livestock Market 
Mr. Mike Carpenter
Successful Wool Marketing 
Ms. Kathy Donovan, Ms. Patti Price

Log on and stay in touch! Check out the LLSBA on FaceBook and Yahoo online:

USA Leicester Longwools Association, www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_239467173365

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Leicesterlongwool/
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Those in attendance were: Elaine Shirley, 
Kelly Smith Anderson, Joan Henry, 
Rebecca Pushkin, Jane McGraw, Mary Lou 
Williams, Ginny Sterrett, Gail Wiley, Gail 
Groot, Harry Groot, Will Churchill, Fred 
Stowell, Carol McConaughy, Sara Ani, 
Melanie Rowan, Diana DiGiacomo, Sandy 
DiGiacomo, Ellen Anderson, Mary Ann 
Peterson and Mary Bare.
The meeting was called to order by 
President Elaine Shirley.
•��Introductions�were�made�by�the�

membership.
•��Minutes�from�last�year�were�read�by�Sec/

Treas, Joan Henry and the minutes were 
approved as read by the members.

•��Treasurers�report�was�also�given�by�the�Sec/
Treas Joan Henry and was approved as read 
by the members.

Old Business:
•��New�officers�for�the�2�year�term�were�

announced. They include Elaine Shirley, 
President, Kelly Smith Anderson, Vice 
President, Joan Henry, Sec/Treas, Becka 
Pushkin,�Sue�Ziller�and�Ann�Vonnegut�as�
Flock Representatives. Kelly Smith Anderson 
is now the Registrar and will be doing the 
LLSBA Certificates of Registration.

•��Brochure:�Melanie�Rowan�offered�to�do�a�
new brochure for the LLSBA. She requested 
any new photos or text to be submitted.

•��A�brief�discussion�about�the�2009�card�
grading show was given by Elaine Shirley. 

•��Fall�Conference�at�Colonial�Williamsburg:�
Elaine gave dates on when it would be 
possible to have the conference and members 
were asked to submit ideas what they would 
like to do and see at the conference. 

New Business:
•��Brochure:�Melanie�Rowan�received�a�big�

“Thank You” from the members and Board 
of Directors for her assistance and hard 
work in producing a new brochure. Some 
photos and text were changed to bring it up 
to date. Discussion was held on how to be 
selective in handing out the brochures to 
the public. Brochures can be obtained from 
the Sec. Joan Henry.

•��Elaine�encouraged�the�members�to�use�the�
information on the Oklahoma State and the 
ALBC websites about Leicester Longwools, 
to also hand out to the public.

•��Discussion�was�held�on�members�who�are�
doing upcoming shows and Elaine encouraged 
all members to do shows to promote the 
Leicester Longwools. If anyone needs help 
on putting together a display, contact any of 

the Board of Directors for assistance.
•��2011�Fall�Conference:�The�conference�will�

be held on November 4- 6, 2011 at Colonial 
Williamsburg. Members are encouraged to 
contact any of the BOD with suggestions 
on what they would like to have discussed 
and see at this years conference. Some of the 
suggestions presented were a talk on lambing 
issues, fleece judging, a talk on what to do 
with your flock in the event of your death, 
and a field trip to the local Farmers Market 
in Williamsburg. Please let the BOD 
know what you are interested in hearing or 
doing - these conferences are held to help the 
membership in any area you need help with.

•��Elaine�will�send�out�information�about�the�
upcoming conference once finalized.

•��Becka�Pushkin�talked�about�a�project�she�is�
putting together featuring the undesirable 
traits in Leicester Longwools. If anyone has 
photos showing bad traits, i.e. overbites, 
under bites, bad pasterns, etc., please 
submit them to Becka. She will have the 
photos available on DVD and also a pdf 
file available on our website. There will be a 
brief description of each photo.

•��New�T-shirts�were�displayed�with�the�new�
LL logo. This is the photo of “Stacy” that 
was used on the program of the NYSWF 
in 2009. Shirts are available in pink, blue, 
green and yellow for $15.00. Sweatshirts 
will be ordered for the fall conference. 
Please contact Joan Henry to order a shirt.

•��Kelly�Smith�Anderson,�Registrar,�gave�a�
brief summary of the number of registered 
Leicester’s in the US. In 2010, 148 sheep 
were registered: 46 rams and 102 ewes. 
She also told the members she can now list 
whether the sheep is a single, twin or triplet 
on the certificate and can do transfers. 

•��Joanie�Livermore,�the�LLSBA�webmaster,�
has offered to put your Classified Ads on 
the website. She is starting with text only 
for now and hopes to add photos later. 
Please contact her for more information.

•��Melanie�Rowan�will�be�putting�out�a�
newsletter for the LLSBA twice a year. If any 
member wants to contribute anything, please 
contact Melanie. The newsletter will be mailed 
to the membership and one article from the 
current newsletter will be listed on the website. 

•��Fred�Stowell�and�Will�Churchill�gave�a�
presentation on the wool that they had 
taken to WindSwept Farm Alpacas and 
Fiber Mill and had made into yarn. The 
LLSBA took a field trip to WindSwept 
Farm at last fall’s association meeting. 
Discussion was held on what members 
thought of the mill and if anyone else has 

sent anything to have processed. Will talked 
about the cost and requirements for doing 
wool into yarn.

•��Becka�suggested�to�the�membership�to�
watch out for Leicester’s that are being 
sold – if someone has a group of LL and 
can no longer keep them, help place them 
with another member first, rather than take 
them to the auction.

•��Elaine�encouraged�members�to�sell�wethers�
to first time sheep buyers.

•��Mary�Bare�told�the�members�that�MS&WF�
T-shirts�were�available�at�the�festival�office�
that had the LL on them. These were the 
festival commemorative T-shirts in 2005. 

•��Members�were�told�to�please�contact�any�of�the�
BOD for help with sheep problems, questions 
or if anyone needed a ram for breeding. 
The meeting concluded and was adjourned.

Submitted by: Joan Henry, Secretary/Treasurer

The annual meeting of the LLSBA 
May 6, 2011, at the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival.

Treasurer’s Report
Balance $ 2654.52
(as of May 1, 2010)

Outgoing Expenses
Office�supplies� $� 437.25
Postage  202.87
Incorporation Fee  25.00
Web Hosting Fee  48.00
Sympathy Floral Arrangements 114.30
Advertising  150.00
T-shirts  1087.03
2010 Fall Conference expenses 523.64
Brochure Printing costs  308.14
Final Expenses for Card Grading  
Show in Rhinebeck, NY  573.17
Total expenses for the year  $ 3 469.40

Incoming
Sales of T-shirts, mugs, pins $ 278.00
Membership dues  1025.00
Registration and transfer fees  2100.00
Total incoming cash $  3403.00

New balance $  2720.92

Extra, Extra, read all about it!
Calling for all LLSBA News! If you are 
an LLSBA Member and you have some 
interesting news, we would like to share 
it with other members in our newsletter. 
It can be farm news, technical or medical 
information, a show or program you 
participated in. Please submit your 
articles and photos to Melanie Rowan, 
rowhousefarm@comcast.net. Your articles 
may be gently edited and your photos 
need to be high resolution digital images. 
Articles for the fall issue are due Sept. 1. 
We’ll look forward to hearing from  you!
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Handling Rams
Elaine Shirley

In general the Leicester Longwool rams I 
have worked with have been well behaved 

gentlemen. I do not trust them at any time 
of the year and I am particularly careful 
around them in the fall. I have had two 
rams that I had to get rid of because they 
were mean. One of them was fine for several 
years and then one day it was as if a switch 
went off in his head and he started coming 
after everyone. He was gone to the butchers 
the next day. The second one was fine with 
me but for some reason he decided my male 
co-worker was his enemy, and after coming 
after him a couple times he went to the 
butcher too. We keep larger groups of rams 

then most breeders and that maybe a help in 
that the rams have each other to fight with 
and so don’t take out their aggression on us. 

When researching this article I went to 
numerous sheep books and found that there 
is almost nothing written about the care 
and handling of rams. One book stated that 
“Aggressive rams are more likely to be more 
fertile and have a stronger sex drive.” I am 
not sure I would agree with this just through 
experience. The only other book was one 
from the 19th century that said if you had a 
mean ram to beat him about the head with a 
cane until the cane broke. I also don’t agree 
with this; rams need a firm hand – but if he is 
that mean, get rid of him.

1. Start handling your rams when they are 
young. Spend time in the pen with them so 

they are familiar with you. Do not make them 
pets. Bottle lambs and pet lambs are dangerous 
because they are not respectful of you. Don’t let 
anyone tease lambs or get them in the habit of 
butting. It is cute when they are young but very 
quickly becomes dangerous as they get older.

2. Walk among the rams at all ages and 
touch them during feeding. Move slowly and 
quietly, fast movements and yelling is just 
going to get them agitated. Bring them into 
a small space during feeding on a daily basis. 
That way they are used to you being around 
and they are easier to catch when you need 
to catch them. Also they can’t get a long 
running start to butt you when they are in a 
small space. Use a familiar call when feeding 
them. I use that on all our sheep and it has 
proved useful if an animal gets out. They will 
come to you because that call means food.

Shearing Day was a windy February day. The 
activity started in the early afternoon when 

some fiber friends arrived to the farm. Autumn 
Vista Farm is nested in the foothills of Virginia 
minutes away from Montpelier, Monticello, 
and Ash Lawn, the homes of Presidents James 
Madison, Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe, 
respectively. My friends were anxious to get 
started working the skirting table.

A few minutes later Kevin Ford arrives 
with his handblade and his wooden box of 
shearing equipment in tow. He gets right to 
work with his large oversized like scissors – 
really large blades. Chris, my husband and 
I converted our carport into a large holding 
area for our Leicester Longwool Sheep. We 
hung large tarps from the beams and put 
portable fencing around so the ewes were on 
one side and the rams were on the other side 
and Kevin was in the middle. The skirting 
table was in the front but still undercover. 

Kevin Ford is a renown handblade shearer 
who�is�Irish�trained�and�New�Zealand�
certified. He has competed in blade shearing 

competitions�in�Norway,�New�Zealand,�
and in the United States. Kevin drives from 
his Massachusetts home to northern New 
England and all the way to North Carolina 
shearing for small flock owners. 

We had to get the sheep from the pasture 
and barn area to our converted carport 
the day before so they would be out of the 
weather for 24 hours before shearing. Kevin 
cannot shear the sheep if they are wet. 

While fiber friends worked around the 
skirting table taking off the dirty part of the 
fleeces, Cecil Gentry, the husband of Barbara 
Gentry,Stony Mountain Fiber, swept the 
wooden board that Kevin was shearing on. 
When Kevin shears, he discards the stomach 
part of the fleece since that is no good for 
spinners. I put all the left over stomach fiber 
on my compost pile for my vegetables.

As mentioned, it was a windy day but the 
sun was out and people were in a jolly mood, 
talking and laughing as they were skirting. 
There was a bit of time between when one 
fleece was finished being picked over until 
the next fleece was placed on the skirting 
table. This allow people to watch Kevin. 

It was good to have all of the people come 
and help, it certainly made the time go by 
faster. The group consisted of many fiber 
artists, breeders and shepherds, friends from 
the guilds I belong to and neighbors. One of 
my fiber friends, Melanie Rowan, is another 
Leicester Longwool breeder. As a thank you 
to my fiber friends, I provide them with a hot 
lamb and rice stew with homemade bread 
that people could either take home with 
them�(which�I�had�plenty�of�containers)�or�
stay and have dinner. Kevin always spends 
the night with us. For me it is fun to have 
my neighbors and friends that would like to 
join us for dinner. This is also a good time for 
people to ask Kevin questions which he seems 
not to mind in the least.

When some people have a shearer over they 
open their studio/store to the public. I did 
not do that since my studio is a good distance 
from where we shear and keep the sheep, but 
it is a good idea if you ever have a shearing 
day on your farm. Overall, it was a good day 
with good friends, and with all those hands 
made my life a bit easier. 

Shearing Day Ann Vonnegut

Shearing Day at Autumn Vista Farm – a gathering of sheep and friends, both work and play
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My name is Ashley Shaw and I was the 
2010 Youth recipient of the Leicester 

Longwool through the Youth Conservationist 
Program. I had entered the contest hoping 
to be chosen, but not really knowing what 
to expect. I still remember the night that I 
received a phone call from Gail Willie. I was 
so excited just thinking of everything I was 
going to be doing throughout the year that 
I’m not sure I really remember out entire 
conversation. One thing I do remember is 
how special Paddle, the ewe I was receiving 
was to Gail and how tough it was for her 
to part with her. I made sure she knew that 
Paddle was in good hands and was going 
to a forever home! It was wonderful to get 
the opportunity to meet up with Gail at the 
Maryland sheep and wool festival and we 
conversed for quite some time. I participated 
in the parade of sheep breeds, but didn’t get 
to meet Paddle until May 16th when we 
traveled to Gail’s farm. We had a wonderful 
visit and later that day Paddle was situated 
at her new home. I was pumped and ready 
to get started working with her. Shortly 
after bringing Paddle home, I went to West 
Virginia to buy a ram lamb to get a head 
start on my Leicester Longwool program. 
I spent the summer working with Paddle, 
getting her used to the new area, going on 
walks around the property, and held mock 
shows with my sister and her Shetland sheep 
in the yard practicing and getting them ready 
for the upcoming fairs. Our 4-H fair came 
before we knew it. I spent a good amount of 
time getting her ready for the show, loaded 
her into the trailer, and off to the fair we 
went! Everyone is fascinated with the wool 
breeds of sheep at my fair because it is usually 

only my sister and I with sheep other than 
market breeds. Turns out that Paddle took 
Champion wool breed … shocker since 
she was one of the only ones but she still 
presented herself well. The next fair we went 
to was the Gratz fair, but I couldn’t show 
Paddle there due to the fact that she was an 
aged ewe, so I took Rowe, the ram lamb, 
instead. Again, I was one of the only ones 
with a wool breed, but we went in the ring 
ready to shine! First up was showmanship 
and I thought we did well, 2nd place as a 
matter of fact! Then we went in for the any 
other sheep breed class. The judge asked 
me what breed of sheep I had and so I said 
“Leicester Longwool.” The judge looked at 
me and said, “Oh so it is a wool breed and 
not a market sheep.” I just chuckled and it 
was at that moment that I knew why it was 
so important for me to represent the breed to 
the best that I could. Once we came home 
from the Gratz fair, it was time to breed 
Paddle and fortunately it was successful! 
During the months of her pregnancy, I work 
a bit on clicker training her. We were making 
some great strides, but it was only for fun 
and to help her bond with me more, nothing 
competitive. In December, the vet came to 
my house and did an ultra sound on Paddle 
just to confirm the pregnancy and also to 
see how many lambs there were. It was an 
awesome experience and exciting to find 
that there was not one, but two little lambs 
waiting to be born! Those next few months 
of waiting for the birth seemed to drag on 
forever. My mom and I even went out and 
bought a baby monitor to put out with 
Paddle during the night just to make sure 
we wouldn’t miss the birth! After so many 

“false alarms,” I finally got to see the little 
lambs be born! Two girls…imagine that! Boy, 
did I ever luck out on that one! Paddle loves 
her little babies and it had been wonderful 
to watch them bounce around and grow! I 
had such a wonderful year with my sheep 
and look forward to what this year brings to 
me and my sheep project! Thank you again 
Gail for affording me with this wonderful 
experience! It wouldn’t have been possible 
without you and your contributions to the 
Youth Conservationist Program!

In 1997 Richard and Donna Larson started 
the Youth Conservationist Program. Every year at 
the MS&WF over 15 youth are selected by donor 
breeders to receive a registered rare breed ewe. 

“We believe that the future success of 
conserving rare livestock breeds depends 
largely on our ability to engage, educate and 
support the younger generation to carry on our 
commitment.” – Richard Larson

The 2010 Leicester Longwool Youth Conservationist Program

Ashley and Paddle

3. When catching rams grab them under 
the chin and keep their chin up. They have to 
get their heads down to butt you. Hold the 
animal close to your body. If they are used to 
being held in this position you can keep them 
immobile for a long time, like folks do in the 
show ring. Some breeds of sheep are leapers, 
(generally�the�smaller�breeds)�and�try�to�get�
away by jumping up. Some breeds are butters 
(generally�the�bigger�breeds)�and�try�to�get�
away by butting you. Leicesters are leapers early 
in life and become butters as they get older.

4. If a ram butts me, I grab him under the 
chin and shake him good and tell him in a loud 
and firm voice that I am the head ram in this 
bunch. Sometimes I will set them on their rears 
and make them think about what they have done 
(like�sending�a�kid�to�the�time-out�chair).�I�
think your rams need to be a little intimidated 

by you. I have found that the yearlings will 
test you to see if they can get away with 
butting you. They need a firm hand and need 
to know you are the boss. Hitting them on 
the head is not really useful because except for 
the very end of their nose, their heads are very 
hard. Another way to possibly stop a butting 
ram is to throw water in his face. They don’t 
like getting their face wet, I have heard of folks 
using squirt guns too.

5. Finally, rams can kill you. It is very rare 
but it has happened. No ram is worth getting 
hurt over. If you don’t feel comfortable around 
him and he won’t behave, get rid of him. Don’t 
get a busted up back or knee or worse from a 
mean animal. I feel that attitude is heritable, so 
don’t end up with several generations of mean 
animals. Remember ewes can be aggressive as 
well particularly at lambing.

RayRay, a Row House Farm ram, has tested us. 
A little discipline brought him right back in line.
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705 Hamilton Street 
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One simple action, one spur of the 
moment decision to do something or not 

do something can have the most profound 
consequences days, weeks, or even years, later. 
So it is with sheep people. So it is with us.

Three decades ago, at the end of our first 
year in New Hampshire, after months of 
coping with winter’s mountains of snow, 
sheets of ice, toe-numbing cold and the mud 
and glop that follow, Gale and I were ready 
for a break. We were tired of being trapped 
in our creaky, drafty, 240 year-old house, of 
battling frozen pipes and ice dams, weary 
of wading through waist-deep snow in the 
winter and mud that sucked the boots off 
our feet in the spring. The first green shoots 
had appeared in the yard, the last pile of 
dirty, crystalline snow that had hidden in 
the shadows on the north side of the house 
had melted away. Even Daisy the cat, who 
had begun to act slightly deranged after 
week upon week of staring out frost-rimed 
windows seemed to have regained her senses 
and was now luxuriating in the spring sun 
that spilled onto the kitchen floor.

So it was that one Saturday morning in 
early May, we decided to pile into our still 
mud-encrusted station wagon and head to 
our first ever New Hampshire Sheep and 
Wool Festival. We weren’t particularly curious 

about the sheep, or the Border Collie herding 
demonstrations, or the fleeces and yarn for sale 
in the sheds of the local county fairgrounds, or 
the mutton sausage sandwiches, or any of the 
lectures on parasites, skirting, dyeing or how 
to finish lambs on pasture. We were just happy 
to get out – like a pair of convicts who had 
discovered that the warden had forgotten to 
lock the back door.

But something happened at that festival. 
To this day, I blame it on Meg and Kate, the 
tiny but tough Border Collies who thrilled 
the crowd by expertly chaperoning a dozen 
stubborn Dorsets into a small holding pen. 
Gale blames it on a pair of newborn Leicester 
lambs she encountered at the Breed Display. 
They left their mother’s side long enough to 
nuzzle Gale’s outstretched hand. And she was 
hooked. We were hooked.

Thirty years, two farms, flocks of Romneys 
and Leicesters, and four Border Collies 
later, we decided it was time to bid farewell 
to shepherding and the rigors of the New 
England climate and retire. In our case, 
retirement meant a new home in a new 
subdivision in south central Texas. It was 
warm, if not hot, most all the time. There 
were neighbors all around. There were huge 
shopping centers nearby and restaurants too 
numerous to count. And winter was a dream, 

a whisper, a myth, something talked about in 
hushed tones but never actually seen. There 
were no sheep, no wormings, no shearings 
and no midnight lambings. There was no 
snow, no muck, no mud, no bales of hay, no 
chapped and cracked hands, and no aching 
backs. It was, in a word, dreadful!

But again, something happened. The retired 
became unretired. The farm reappeared. The 
lambs came back as well – three beautiful 
white Leicester Longwools from Mary 
Longhill’s flock at Hidden Spring Farm in 
Snow Camp, North Carolina, and a pair of 
amazing colored Leicester Longwools from 
Gary and Melanie Rowan’s Row House Farm 
in Harrisonburg, Virginia. A small flock of an 
endangered breed on a small farm hidden off a 
small road in southern Virginia and tended by 
two elderly shepherds and their aging dogs.

One thing leads to another.

One thing leads to another. Ken Frizzel

The Frizzel flock

www.leicesterlongwool.org


