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Competitions at the Maryland 
Sheep and Wool Festival

There are numerous competitions at the 
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival and it is a 
wonderful chance to showcase your Leicester 
sheep. Many competitions have special 
prizes in recognition of the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration so please enter them. 

Fleece Competitions 
There are two special prizes for Leicester 

Fleeces: Best Natural Colored Fleece 
sponsored by Hopping Acres and Best White 
Fleece sponsored by Willow Brook Farm. 
If you enter fleeces they must be available 
for sale. If you really don’t want to sell your 
fleeces put a very high price on them and 
they may not sell and if they do then you 
have a nice chunk of change.

Skein and Garment Competitions 
Best Leicester Longwool Skein and Best 

Leicester Longwool Skein by a Junior both 
sponsored by Willow Brook Farm. Best 
Leicester Longwool Knitted Article sponsored 
by Elaine Shirley, Best Leicester Longwool 
Crocheted Article sponsored by Mary Bare. 

Best Leicester Longwool Felted Article 
sponsored by Grazing Herd Sheep and Wool 
Company. Best Overall Leicester Longwool 
Article sponsored by Willow Brook Farm.

Lead Line Contest 
Best Leicester Longwool Entry sponsored 

by Buckeye View Farm
There are numerous other competitions 

which do not have special prizes but are still a 
chance to get our sheep in front of the public: 
Fine Arts Competition, Photo Contest, Sheep to 
Shawl Competition, Club Lamb Jackpot, Grand 
Lamb Cook-off and Lamb Carcass Contest. 
For Juniors (18 years of age and under) there is 
the Junior Sheep and Goat Skillathon, Junior 
Spinning Contest and the Sheep Poster Contest. 

Rules and guidelines for all of these 
competitions are in the Festival catalog and 
on the website at sheepandwool.org. Check 
the rules for every competition carefully 
and be sure to get your items in the right 
classes. Some require early registration 
and some require an entry fee. Make sure 
you mark on any entry tag that the item is 
Leicester Longwool wool to be eligible for 
these special prizes.

Call For Sponsors!
Sponsors are needed for the 25th Anniversary celebration at the Maryland Sheep and Wool 

Festival. If each of our members gets a 100 dollar donation, the entire celebration would be 
paid for with a nice cushion. Please contact the merchants you do business with to help sponsor 
the Leicester Longwool Sheep Breeders Association and the 25th Anniversary celebration. 
Contact your feed store, Veterinarian, Banker, Insurance Agent or Machinery Dealer, all 
of these types of businesses have sponsored us in past celebrations. In an area where there 
are several members get together and ask for a sponsorship as a group – there is strength in 
numbers. (Please don’t ask Sheepman Supply in Fredrick, Maryland for a donation, they are 
loaning us the penning for the festival so they are already sponsors). The levels of sponsorship 
are Bronze [up to 100 dollars], Silver [101 to 500 dollars], Gold [501 to 1000 dollars] and 
Platinum [1001 dollars and above]. Our sponsors will be listed in our program which will be 
available at the festival. Please make sure any checks are made payable to the LLSBA and that 
Joan Henry receives the names of sponsors, as they should appear in the program, by April 
17th. Thanks for making the celebration a success.

Publicity
Please use the 25th Anniversary to get 

some publicity for your flock, your farm and 
your products. Contact your local newspaper, 
radio and television to celebrate your 
Leicester Longwool sheep! This time of year 
it is easy because everybody wants to look at 
cute lambs (especially after this winter!) and 
to talk about spring. Please feel free to use the 
information in the article in the March/April 
Sheep! Magazine or the information on the 
Oklahoma State website: www.ansi.okstate.
edu/breeds (follow the prompts to Leicester 
Longwool) to help you in any interviews. 
Spread the word about your sheep and the 
celebration. Remember that the LLSBA has 
a tabletop display for your use at any fairs or 
field days, you only have to send it on to the 
next person who wants it.

LLSBA Silent Auction
The Leicester Longwool Sheep Breeders 

Association will have a silent auction as part 
of the Saturday night dinner at Turf Valley 
Resort. The auction will be a fund raiser for 
the LLSBA. Please come up with donations 
for the auction. Sheep themed items are good 
but don’t limit yourself. Almost anything can 
be auctioned off, including time at a vacation 
home, trios of chickens (delivery would have to 
be worked out), consulting time for whatever 
your specialty is (helping design a logo for a 
farm, designing barn layouts, developing a feed 
ration plan, fiber advice, computer help), Be 
imaginative. You can set a minimum bid on 
your item if you wish. Members who are not 
coming to the 25th anniversary at Maryland 
are welcome to mail auction items to any of 
the members of the board of directors. Let’s 
have an auction full of fun items.

continued on Page 4
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I must first begin with an apology that the 
membership missed a winter newsletter. 

The Board of Directors has been working 
very hard on the 25th Anniversary at the 
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival and it 
has taken most of our spare time and the 
newsletter was a casualty of that lack of 
time. We have a great 25th Anniversary 
Celebration planned so hopefully that will 
make up for the oversight. 

In this spring newsletter there is lots of 
information on the 25th Celebration. Even 
if you are not planning to come to the 
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival please 
read the information about the celebration. 
We would like all members to feel a part of 
the celebration whether you can come or not. 
Please use this chance to get publicity for 
your farm and your sheep by piggybacking 
on the anniversary. You can enter Leicester 
items in the competitions by mailing your 
items in. Contact me for information on 
getting your items to Maryland. 

We will continue the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration in the fall at the annual 
conference. We are still working out the 
details but the conference will be different 
then past years as we celebrate the sheep 
and the Rare Breeds Program at Colonial 
Williamsburg. The dates for the conference 
are Nov. 13, 14 and 15 2015. We will hold 
our annual meeting on the evening of Friday 
Nov. 13 and then hold the conference on 
Saturday and Sunday. The Board decided to 
hold the annual meeting in the fall instead 
of at Maryland because we would be so busy 
with other things this May. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at Maryland and in Williamsburg 
in the fall. If you have any questions about 
either event please contact one of the Board 
members. Let’s have a great 25th year!

All the best, 
– Elaine Shirley

LLSBA President  
Colonial Williamsburg Rare Breeds Program

Message from the president

LLSBA Registrar Kelly Smith, LLSBA Vice President and Registrar, Hopping Acres Farm

You must be a member of the LLSBA and assigned a Breeders Code to Register and 
Transfer sheep within the Association. Membership dues are $25 per year. Your dues must 
be current in order to Register and Transfer animals. (Dues are due in January of the new 
year.) If you failed to pay your annual dues and have prior year registrations, your dues will 
need to be paid in full before registrations will be processed. If you have any questions please 
feel free to email Kelly at hoppingacres@frontier.net. 

Registration Fees; Ewes under 1 year $5.00, Ewes over 1 year $10.00, Rams $10.00
Registration and Transfer Forms are available on the LLSBA Website.

You must note on your registration if the animal is white or colored. Colored animals are 
assigned a C after their registration number.
Please make checks payable to LLSBA. Send Registration and Transfer Forms to:
Kelly Smith-Anderson LLSBA Registrar, 3458 Sugar Valley Rd., Bruceton Mills, WV 26525

It is so important for all animals, of breed standard quality, to be registered and 
transferred within the association. Our goal is to preserve a rare breed to the best of our 
abilities by breeding top quality breeding stock to pass on to the next generation. 

Log on and stay in touch! Check out the LLSBA on FaceBook and buy LLSBA goods at Etsy.
USA Leicester Longwools Association, www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_239467173365
USA Leicester Longwool Classifieds, www.facebook.com/groups/265682270199125

Etsy, www.etsy.com/shop/LLSBA

LLSBA Board of Directors
President: Elaine Shirley  
Phone: 757-220-7790  
Email: eshirley@cwf.org

Vice President/Registrar: Kelly Smith  
Email: hoppingacres@frontiernet.net

Secretary/Treasurer: Joan Henry  
Email: grazingherd@frontiernet.net

Flock Representatives: 

Rebecca Pushkin  
Email: mazkeret@comcast.net

Brit Ritchey  
Email: britrit@gmail.com

Webmaster: Kayla Corbin Wright  
Email: kaylacorbin@gmail.com

Newsletter Publisher/Designer:  
Melanie Rowan 
Email: rowhousefarm@comcast.net

LLSBA Home Address: 
Leicester Longwool Sheep 
Breeders Association 
Elaine Shirley, President  
705 Hamilton Street  
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

Don’t be shy...
We need your stories!  
We need your photos!
Calling for all LLSBA News! If you are 
an LLSBA Member and you have some 
interesting news, we would like to share 
it in our newsletter. We would be happy 
to have your article about your farm, your 
sheep and/or what you do with you sheep 
and their by-products. We would love to 
have your news-worthy photo with a short 
caption. Please submit your articles and 
photos to Melanie Rowan, rowhousefarm@
comcast.net. Your articles may be gently 
edited and your photos need to be high 
resolution digital images. Don’t be shy, you 
are an important voice to our group!

L L L L L L
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The Fall Conference for the LLSBA was 
held on November 7–9, 2014 at Colonial 

Williamsburg, Williamsburg, VA.
The conference was very well attended 

by the membership, with over 50 members 
attending including an international guest, 
Jeni Thomson from the UK.

Friday night we met at the Fife and 
Drum for a Meet-and-Greet, a Show and 
Tell of items made by the members and 
refreshments. Elaine Shirley, president, 
welcomed all of the members and spoke 
briefly about the upcoming 25th Anniversary 
Celebration to be held in May 2015 at the 
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival. Gwen 
Handler, Chairman of the Maryland Sheep 
and Wool Festival also spoke and gave us an 
update on the event.

Saturday morning started out with a 
visit to the Williamsburg Farmers Market. 
One of our members, Maureen Anderson, 
of Hearthside Farm was a vendor, and was 
selling her handcrafted goat milk soaps. The 

market was very enjoyable and thanks to 
Elaine for suggesting we visit it.

Saturday morning two talks were given 
by Joan Henry, Sec/Tres and Kelly Smith 
Anderson about how to market you items for 
the General Store at the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration and how to prepare you sheep for 
the Card Grading Show.

We then broke for lunch and returned for 
the afternoon session which started out with 
our president, Elaine Shirley, giving a history 
lesson on the Leicester Longwools and their 
return to the US. It was very enjoyable and 
informative and we thank Elaine for giving it.

We then moved to the By-pass stables for 
a Hands On Sheep Lesson. Members were 
educated about how to evaluate their sheep.

Saturday night ended with a wonderful 
dinner at the Whaling Company.

Sunday morning, Jeri Robinson-Lawrence 
gave a presentation on Marketing and gave us 
many valuable hints on how to prepare and 
showcase you items through graphic design. 

It was later followed by a presentation by 
our Jr. Member, Irina Lawrence on upcoming 
fashion trends and how wool applies to them. 
She was later joined by another Jr. Member, 
Natalia Seitzer and they gave a great talk 
on how to use Social Media to promote the 
Leicester Longwools. Great job by all 3 of you!

Also on Sunday morning, the staff of 
the Coach and Livestock Dept. at Colonial 
Williamsburg gave a Beginning Shepherd’s 
Class at the By-pass stables. It was very well 
received by those who attended. Members 
learned several good tips on how to give 
shots, trim feet, how to flip a sheep and 
countless other items that would help the 
new shepherd. Members expressed a desire 
to see more classes of this type at future 
conferences.

The conference was adjourned after lunch. 
Thanks to everyone who helped make this 

conference a success!
– Joan Henry

From the Secretary’s Desk Joan Henry, LLSBA Secretary/Treasurer, The Grazing Herd Sheep and Wool Co.

For many years, Joanie Livermore did 
a wonderful job as webmaster of the 

official LLSBA site. We are so grateful for 
the innumerable hours she spent creating 
and tweaking the site, as well as fielding the 
barrage of updates that the board members 
hurled at her over the years!

Kayla Corbin Wright has volunteered to 
take over the task of manning the website, 
and has been busy adding new features. 
If you haven’t visited the website recently, 
please go to the familiar URL of www.
leicesterlongwool.org and check it out!

Here are some of the new features:
1. Added a map to the member directory
2. Added the fillable vendor inventory and 
vendor item tag files to their own page under 
the 25 Anniversary tab
3. Added the information sent out to 
members detailing instructions for vendors, 
also under 25th anniversary tab
4. Added a legend to the directory
5. Marked all active members and large flocks 
with their respective clip art

The website is still under construction, so 
some of the links may not be working yet. 

Some of the features Kayla will be adding 
in the future are:
1. Create the member email capability, 
including the ability to opt-out of the 
physical newsletter mailing
2. Add a Photo Gallery
3. Add a Breeder Resources section – such as 
favorite suppliers, good veterinary references, 
extension articles, Youtube videos, shearing 
schools/demonstrations, etc.
4. Add a “History of the Breed” page
5. Add a “Current Events” page that features 

what’s going on in the LLSBA – could be 
a sample blog-style post that gets updated 
regularly, at least monthly
6. A “Letter from the President” page
7. A “Letter from the Registrar” on the same 
page where people download registration 
forms
8. Add a donation page where people can 
donate via credit card or PayPal
9. A classifieds page
10. Links to our social media pages, both the 
LLSBA and the classified page on Facebook

New LLSBA Website Kayla Corbin Wright, LLSBA Webmaster, Heritage Preservation Farm

 Rebecca Pushkin, Flock Representative, Mazkeret Farm
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Sheepman’s Supply 
Sheepman Supply of Fredrick, Maryland 

will be loaning us the penning we will be 
using for the card grading event. This penning 
will be available for sale at the end of the 
festival. The panels are four and five foot 
lengths. Colonial Williamsburg uses these 
panels all the time, they are extremely versatile 
for making large and small pens and they are 
portable. They hook together with long rods 
but you can tie them up with baling twine or 
cable ties. If you need good versatile penning, 
think about taking some home from the 
festival. There will be a show special on them.

Books Available

Two books will be available for 
purchase at the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration this year. They will for sale 
in the General Store in the LLSBA tent.

They are books written (and signed) 
by Ivan Heazlewood, who put together 
the first flock of Leicester Longwools to 
come to Colonial Williamsburg in 1990.

The first book, “Old Sheep for New 
Pastures” is a story of British sheep 
in the hands of Tasmainian Colonial 
shepherds. It provides an insight into the 
early importation of sheep from Britain, 
the devoted, skilled breeders who 
nurtured them, adapting them to local 
conditions and their subsequent impact 
of Australian sheep in general.

The second book, “From the 
Sheep Pen – Short Sheep Tails and 
Long Lamb Tails” brings together 
a collection of Ivan’s published and 
previously unpublished stories and 
articles relating to the introduction of 
British breeds of sheep into Australia 
and how these breeds changed the 
face of the Australian sheep industry. 
Not only does Ivan discuss the history, 
significance and impact of the various 
breeds, he also takes more than a 
passing glance of the sheepmen who, in 
most cases, improved and built on the 
strengths of their respective breeds. It 
also includes Ivan’s reminiscences of the 
world of sheep shows and it told with 
humor and insight.

Stop by for a chance to get a copy of 
both books, signed by Ivan Heazlewood, 
and learn the history of the Leicester 
Longwools, as seen through his eyes.

MSWF catalog 
Get a copy of the Maryland Sheep and 

Wool Festival catalog. They will be available 
at the end of March and are a very useful 
resource; full of contact information and 
descriptions of the activities that will take 
place at the festival. Send 5 dollars for shipping 
to the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival,  
PO Box 99 Glenwood, Maryland 21738. 
Include your name and address and a check 
made out to Maryland Sheep and Wool 
Festival. If you have an event (festival, farmers 
market, family reunion) or a store where folks 
might be interested in the Maryland Sheep 
and Wool Festival you can contact the office 
and ask about getting brochure rack cards with 
festival information: office@sheepandwool.org

Registrar’s Report
 Kelly Smith, LLSBA Vice President  

and Registrar, Hopping Acres Farm

Top Productive Flocks in 24 years  
(provided Oct. 18, 2014)
Breeder: Year Started Breeding # Registered 

Colonial Williamsburg 1989 232
Hopping Acres 1992 219
Old Gjerpen Farm 2003 201
Willow Brook Farm 1989 88
Grazing Herd 2000 84
Double J 2000 77
Janice Hensley 1997 77
Hill Farm 1993 74
Autumn Vista Farm 2005 47
Rebecca Pushkin 2006 44

Top Producing LLs in 24 years
Name Sex Offspring

HA Edwin Ram 53
HA Elmo Ram 33
HA Oliver Ram 32
HA Sir Edward Ram 29
JJ Double J Andrew  Ram 29
GHF ElCapatain Ram 28
JJ Brother Dustin Ram 27
CJS Randy Ram 24
HA Martin Ram 23
TL Squire Ram 22
OGF Black JacK Ram 22
CWL 04/09 Ram 21
OGF Darwin Ram 21
HF 27 Ram 20
CWL 02/10  Ram 20
GHF Tony DiNozzo Ram 19
HA Winston Ram 19
JJ Captain Oregon Ram 19
UF Ollie Ram 19
CWL Charlie Ram 19
ORG Flora Ewe 14
ORG Shelia Ewe 13
HA Sandra Ewe 13
ORG Bridgette Ewe 12
CWL 02/17 Ewe 12
HF Dolly Ewe 12
HA Penny Ewe 11
OWL Tulip Ewe 11
JJ Francesca Ewe 11
ORG Boadicea Ewe 10
HA Mineral  Ewe 10
CWL 03/7 Ewe 10
CWL 98/2 Ewe 10
JH 66 Ewe 10
OGF Belle Ewe 10
OWL Iris Ewe 10
WBF Abigail Adams  Ewe 10
Original imported sheep.
ORG Irreplacable  Ewe 7
ORG Irresistable  Ewe 5
ORG Martha Ewe 3
ORG Eunice Ewe 2
ORG MeltonVale 331/87 Ewe 1

International Visitors
The LLSBA sent an invitation to other 

organized Leicester Breeders groups in Great 
Britain, Australia and New Zealand to come 
to the 25th Anniversary Celebration and we 
have several international visitors coming. The 
Board decided it was a good opportunity to 
have a brainstorming meeting after the festival. 
On Monday morning, May 4, the U.S. LLSBA 
Board, representatives from Great Britain, 
Australia, The Livestock Conservancy and Dr. 
Phil Sponenburg will meet to discuss how we 
can work together to promote the Leicester, 
problems we can help each other solve and 
projects we could work on together. Please 
think about issues you would like us to raise in 
this meeting, pass any of these ideas, concerns 
or comments on to the board members and 
we will see that they are discussed. If you 
are coming to the festival, please introduce 
yourself to our international visitors and make 
them welcome. We may need rides for them to 
the brewery event on Friday evening and to the 
festival on Saturday and Sunday. Fred Stowell 
from Underhill Farm in Pennsylvania is the 
coordinator for international visitors.

25th Anniversary continued from Page 1
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Feeding OGF’s Leicester Longwool Flock – Richard Larson, Old Gjerpen Farm 

We know spring is here because our 
lambs are romping in the field, 

running, jumping and frequently finding 
mama for a quick snack. Our mature ewes 
finished lambing this past week and we are 
quite pleased with a 200% live birth rate, 
12# average weight for twins and 11# for 
triplets. We believe there are two critical 
components for our success: 1) genetics 
and 2) nutrition. Of the two, nutrition is 
sometimes overlooked in discussions about 
health and performance. We make significant 
distinctions in nutritional needs for our 
lambs, mature ewes and adult rams.

Lambs: When our oldest lambs are about 
30 days we partition off a section of the 
run-in specifically for the lambs to eat, called 
a “creep.” The lambs can access the creep 
24/7 and are encouraged by a light in the 
feeder until 10:00 p.m. and beginning at 4:00 
am. In the creep they have continuous access 
to fresh water, high-quality hay (changed 
daily), a mix of 18% protein pellets with 
Bovatec and whole corn, and sheep mineral. 

Our lambs are weaned between 90 and 110 
days old (early June). Average weight at this 
time is 77# rams and 70# ewes. At this time 
they are grazing the best pastures (ahead of 
the flock), fed a pound of the 18% protein 
pellets and whole corn mix twice a day. They 
continue to have access to choice hay, mineral 
and fresh water in their run-in.

The ram lambs are separated from the ewe 
lambs around September 1st. The 18% pellets 
are discontinued and they receive a pound of 
corn once a day for the duration of the fall 
and winter along with choice hay and mineral. 
Their average weight in September is 120#.

November 1st, we put the ewe lambs with 
a ram for breeding. The only change to their 
feed regiment is that the 18% pellets are 
discontinued and they receive a pound of 
whole corn once a day. The average weight 
of our ewe lambs at this time is 100#. This 
feed regiment continues until about six weeks 
prior to when they are due to lamb when their 
corn is increased back to two pounds per day. 
Average weight of the now yearling ewes at 
this point is 160#. The last change to their 
nutrition will be about a week prior to weaning 
of their lambs when their corn is discontinued.

The objectives of OGF’s feeding regiment 

for ewe lambs is to: 1) promote sustained 
growth of the ewe through gestation and 
lactation, 2) ensure “good’ size lamb(s) 
at birth, and 3) ensure excellent milking 
capacity for the good growth of their lamb(s). 
Approximately half of our yearling ewes have 
twins. You can note in the attached picture 
the excellent body condition of our 2014 ewe 
lambs at 12 months taken just after they were 
shorn in mid-March. 

Mature Ewes: Our ewes are on just pasture 
from April through early December. We 
shear all OGF ewes in mid-December. At 
this time they are coming off of pasture 
grazing and switched to free choice hay and 
a half pound of corn – primarily to generate 
body heat for just shorn ewes in December. 
Six weeks prior to the first due date their 
corn is increased to a pound a day. I prefer to 
feed half of the corn twice a day. While our 
sheep always have free choice of mineral, it 
is particularly important now through when 
they lamb as their increased intake of mineral 
is quite noticeable at this time. 

Once lambs are born the ewes’ corn is 
discontinued, with the exception of ewes 
with triplets. We continue feeding a pound 
of corn a day to ewes raising triplets. The 
ewes have access to choice hay as well as 
pasture in late spring. Their average weight 
is 180# at this point. Understanding that 
our ewes are in excellent body condition at 
breeding and through gestation, our goal is 
to “milk-off” much of that condition so that 
our ewes average a body score of 2 to 2.5 at 
weaning. At weaning the ewes are turned out 

to pasture until next December.
Three weeks prior to putting rams with the 

ewes we resume feeding a half pound of corn 
for three weeks and then a pound of corn for 
the first three weeks the rams are in with the 
ewes. This is called “flushing.” The ewes are 
also given the best pasture we have at that 
time. Both of these changes are intended to 
increase ovulation and conception rates for 
multiple fetuses, which brings me back to the 
beginning of this article – OGF ewes have 
averaged 200% or better live lambs for the 
last eight years.

Mature Rams: As mentioned earlier, our 
ram lambs are separated from ewe lambs in 
early September. They continue to receive 
a pound of corn over the winter along with 
choice hay. Come spring, both the hay and 
corn is discontinued.

OGF adult rams never receive 
supplemental feed. They live on pasture and 
free choice mineral year around. During the 
winter they receive the hay stems that the 
ewes don’t eat or a poorer quality of hay. The 
objective is for the rams to lose their body 
condition over winter and have a condition 
score of 1.5 to 2 come spring. With good 
pasture alone for May through the fall they 
will be back to a condition score of 4 by 
breeding time at an average weight of 208#.

Every shepherd must adjust their sheep 
husbandry practices based on where they 
live and their personal circumstances. I don’t 
believe there is only “one way” to do things. It 
is my hope that you found this an interesting 
and, maybe even, informative article.

Save the date - the 25th Anniversary Celebration Continues!
LLSBA Fall Conference, November 13–15, 2015
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For many years, sheep breeders – of all 
breeds – have acquired semen to bring 

in new lines to their flocks to improve 
and diversify genetics. Semen, collected 
by breeding centers around the world, 
can be imported and distributed in this 
country. While this is an expensive and 
time consuming endeavor, we feel that our 
recent experience with importing semen from 
Australia for our Leicester flock has been 
worth the effort.

Sheep semen is a delicate biological 
substance, and has to be handled quite 
carefully. In the past the conception rates 
were low, so many breeders felt that artificial 
insemination for ewes was too difficult, and 
expensive a process for the financial return. 
Conception using artificial insemination 
is often difficult when done vaginally 
because of the structure of the ewe and the 
skill required on the part of the breeder to 
time the breeding to optimize conception. 
While it does require the hiring of a 
skilled technician, Laparoscopic Artificial 
Insemination, with improvements in the 
hormones necessary to synchronize the ewes, 
is a great improvement over the older vaginal 
artificial insemination method. 
Here’s an overview of how it all works. 

A breeder acquires frozen semen and has 

it shipped to their farm in a vacuum tank. 
The semen comes in “straws” – tiny 6” tubes, 
each containing about a half cc of prepared 
semen, the dose required in the procedure. 
The straw is labeled on the outside with the 
identification of the ram so there can be 
no mistaking the donor. The shipping tank 
is made of stainless steel, looks like a large 
thermos, is about 25# and has been filled 
with liquid nitrogen and chilled down for 
a minimum of 24 hours. The shipper loads 
the frozen semen into the tank and ships 
overnight to the farm via Federal Express or 
United Parcel Service. The shipping tanks 
are rated and most of the tanks can hold the 
semen safely for ten days or more. Our tanks 
are rated for 20 days, so if the shipment is 
delayed for any reason, the semen is safe.

A technician is brought in for this 
procedure. In our case, we were most 
fortunate to have Glen Erickson from 
Wellsville, Utah fly in for the inseminations. 
Once the day is determined for his visit, Glen 
provides a precise schedule to prepare the 
ewes for breeding. One of the directives is to 
place a small tampon-like hormone-infused 
device, called a CIDR, into the vaginal canal 
of the ewe, using a simple plastic carrier. This 
hormone will synchronize the cycles of the 
ewes for a precise time and day of breeding. 
The CIDRs are removed a specific number of 

hours before the insemination is to take place. 
On the day of the procedure, it takes 

ideally at least four people to assist the 
technician. If it is possible to schedule a 
group of breeders who want to have their 
breedings done at the same time and location, 
then all can pitch in to help handle the sheep. 
This also keeps costs down, since the more 
sheep and breeders involved, the more the 
expenses can be split, and thus reduced, on 
a per ewe basis. The procedure should be 
done in a clean area with a cement floor and 
a table for the technician. A sheep “cradle” is 
an important piece of equipment, because the 
ewe will be secured in it for the procedure. 
Additionally one will need to have shearing 
clippers to shear the neck (where the ewe is 
given the injection of sedative); additionally 
her abdomen will need sheared.

The ewe is given a mild sedative to relax 
her during the procedure. She is then placed 
on her back in the cradle, her feet secured, 
and her abdomen will be sheared and then 
cleansed with iodine wash. The technician 
makes two very tiny incisions above the 
uterine horn, to insert two hollow tubes 
into the ewe. Through one he will insert 
the laparoscope and the other one is used to 
insert the semen. Through his microscope, 
he can determine the condition of the ovaries 
and guide the laparoscope to the precise point 

Laparoscopic Artificial Insemination: a worthwhile investment 
 Sarah Jane Servinski, Maple Hill Farm

Left: Prepping the ewe. Right: the Laparoscopic surgery
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Southwest Virginia LLSBA members awarded USDA grant 
 Harry Groot, Sunrise Valley Farm

A group of LLSBA members in 
Southwestern Virginia submitted 

a proposal to USDA’s Value Added 
Producer Grant (VAPG) program to study 
the feasibility of forming a marketing 
cooperative. The award for the $48,000 
project was made on Dec. 2, 2014.

To apply, the group formed a business, 
Appalachian Leicester Longwools, LLC 
(ALL) and submitted a proposal to study 
the potential of aggregating, producing, 
and collaboratively marketing branded 
products. The project includes researching 
specific markets and potential product lines, 
test marketing various product ideas, and 
an evaluation of the data collected by an 
independent consultant—who will then 

provide the group with a report advising ALL 
members what its most profitable options are.

The annual competition is authorized 
by the Farm Bill and is designed to help 
US agricultural producers improve their 
operations by generating new products, 
creating and expanding marketing 
opportunities, and increasing producer 
income. For Fiscal Year 2014, $25M was 
awarded to 247 farm businesses in 46 states. 
The 2015 announcement has yet to be made, 
but will be published in the Federal Register 
and posted on grants.gov, probably later in 
the Spring. The program consists of two 
“steps”, the first is to complete a feasibility 
analysis by an independent consultant, 
and the second is to move forward with 

the recommendations from the feasibility 
analysis to develop the business itself. These 
two phases are referred to as a planning 
grant and a working capital grant, and both 
require a minimum of 100% matching funds 
supplied by the applicant(s.)

ALL members include LLSBA members Britt 
Ritchey, Gail and Harry Groot, Mary Longhill, 
Paula Bittinger, and Tammy Goodyear. 
Additionally, Brent Strange, Phil and Torsten 
Sponenberg, and the two recent LLSBA youth 
award winners, Katie West and Hannah 
King have been participating. The group meets 
regularly to share information, evaluate product 
ideas, discuss what products to develop and 
test, critique animals, and talk about how to 
best develop the cooperative business. 

to insert the semen. Glen travels with a high 
powered microscope and he always checks 
the viability and motility of the semen on 
a slide before using each straw. If he does 
not believe the semen is viable, he gives the 
breeder an option to make a change so that 
the efforts are not wasted. After inserting the 
semen, he removes the scope and insertion 
tube, applies a small clip to protect the 
incision and wipes the area with antiseptic. 
The actual time from the administration of 
the sedative to the end of the procedure is less 
than five minutes. It is because of the skill 
and quick work of the technician that the 
ewes are put under the least amount of stress 
as possible. When she is released from the 
cradle, the ewe is guided by a handler or two, 
back to her pen, as she may be a bit wobbly 
from the sedative.

After the breedings, we keep the ewes 
separated from other sheep, especially the 
rams, for a minimum of 16 days. After that 
time, a clean-up ram may be used to cover 
any sheep which have not conceived. Last fall 
Maple Hill bred 16 ewes LAI and all but one 
conceived. I have word from the other breeders 
that they also had a very high conception 
rate. Our ewes began lambing on the 144th 
day, and the lambs are healthy and vigorous. 
Each breeder provides the semen for his/
her own ewes. Our group shared the cost of 
bringing in the technician, divided per ewe, 
additionally each person paid a $50 flat fee 
to the technician per ewe, and an additional 
$25 for CIDRS/hormones and of course, 
whatever the cost for the semen was.

We are pleased with the results of the 

laparoscopic insemination method and are 
planning a two-day cooperative clinic Fall 
of 2015 for sheep breeders in the Michigan 
and Great Lakes area. For more information 
please contact us at 989-631-2796 or email 
sjser@aol.com.

Jane happily reports an 80% success rate 
on the ewes that were artificially inseminated 
in her 2014 clinic. As an added return-on-
investment, Brenton Heazelwood is making 
a trip to her farm this summer to visit and 
contribute advice to her flock.

GMR Stormy proudly presents her first LAI conceived ewe lamb, named LFLL “Welcome.”
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Old Leicesters in Early Colonial America Laurie Ball-Gisch, The Lavender Fleece

www.leicesterlongwool.org

We are familiar with the historical 
references that tell us that the New 

Leicester sheep were introduced into America 
in the late 1700s. The well documented 
improvements that Robert Bakewell made 
with this breed, in particular his focus on 
rams and subsequent stud services, made the 
New Leicester a very popular breed in Great 
Britain, England, Australia and Canada 
throughout the 1800s. 

I was fascinated to read recently that 
Old Leicester sheep were already in North 
America as early as 1630! 

Sheep were critical to the first settlers 
and accompanied them, along with other 
breeds of livestock, on ships traveling from 
England. Sheep meat, wool and manure 
were of great importance to the colonial 
settlers for the obvious reasons. Through 
ship manifests and family histories, the 
Old Leicesters have been documented to 
have been in New England from the earliest 
days of our new world. In addition to 
bringing along the Old Leicester sheep, the 
colonialists brought with them several other 
well known English breeds. The following is 
from a small book I have; The Farm:

“In 1630 eleven ships from South Hamptom, 

England, brought seventeen hundred persons 
with 140 cattle, sheep, goats, and horses. These 
families and animals settled primarily in the 
Boston area towns of Lynn, Charlestown, 
Dorchester, Watertown, and Medford. In 
all likelihood the sheep that were part of this 
shipment included the Wiltshire Horn, a 
popular seventeenth-century type that produced 
a wool much finer than th emedium staple 
breeds....Two other English breed types of sheep, 
the Romney Marsh and the Leicester, were also 
introduced into Massachusetts Bay during the 
earlier years of settlement. ...

The Old Leicester sheep were a large coarse-
wooled breed that was popular throughout the 
midland counties of England. Their range in 
England extended from the south of Yorkshire 
as far as Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. The 
animal had a white open face, often no horns, 
and a long thin carcass. It was a long-wooled 
breed with a fleece measuring ten to fifteen 
inches in length. The meat was secondary in 
flavor and importance....” (pgs 118-120)

An infusion of Texel sheep entered 
New England in 1634 when “...two Dutch 
schooners brought into the colony twenty-seven 
Flanders mares, sixty-three heifers, and 
eighty-eight ewes. This is positive evidence of 

the substantial presence of Dutch livestock 
in Massachusetts. The sheep were Texels 
from Texel island off the coast of the Dutch 
lowlands, a large and white-faced sheep with 
no horns. They yielded a fine wool fleece and 
had a propensity for multiple lambs.” (pg 120)

If one had the time, interest and resources 
to do further research using original ship 
manifests, family bibles and journals, 
we could perhaps document further the 
infusion of Old Leicester sheep from the 
northern to southern coasts of our original 
colonies. But because breed descriptions and 
standards were unknown in 17th century 
New England, the intermixing of breeds of 
sheep would make it impossible to follow 
a migration of one specific breed, like the 
Old Leicester through the next 100 years 
of colonial America. With the arrival of 
Bakewell’s improved New Leicesters in the 
late 18th century, farm records begin to 
tell us more about the Leicester Longwool 
as it came into and fell out of, popularity 
as a commercial meat and wool breed. The 
Leicester Longwool that we know and love 
today is raised much like it was in early 
colonial America, on small farmsteads, still 
for its meat and wool.

Save the date
the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration Continues!
LLSBA Fall Conference
November 13–15, 2015


