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In 2015, the Leicester Longwools have 
been in the United States for 25 years. 

Thanks to the first importation by Colonial 
Williamsburg and help from Willow Brook 
Farm, Alan Handler and many other donors. 
So we, the LLSBA Board, decided it was time 
to celebrate and educate the public about the 
importance of the Leicester Longwool Sheep 
here in the USA and overseas.

What will it be? We are working on 
inviting breeders from Australia, Tasmania, 
New Zealand and the UK to help us 
celebrate and share their knowledge of the 
breed in their countries. We will host a Card 
Grading event, offer a country store for 
our breeders, offer demos using wool, talks 
with history of the bred. Its possible George 
Washington and Robert Bakewell will be 
joining us. 

Where & When
2015 Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival, 

Howard County Fairgrounds, West 
Friendship, MD. May 1, 2 and 3, 2015

Card Grading
What is a Card Grading? Card Grading 

is a system of evaluating an individual animal 
to the breed standard by evaluators. There is 
no judging, no 1st, 2nd, 3rds, just watching 
the animal move freely, and evaluating to the 
breed standard. The animal will be given a 
card. Blue means, it fits the breed standard 
without flaw, Red – it fits the standard but 
has a slight flaw, Yellow- has a flaw but 
mating to the correct animal could fix, 
White – unacceptable needs removed from 
the breeding (program or flock) “or“ not used 
for breeding.

Why is Card Grading important to you? 
It is pretty simple, it tells you if your breeding 

program is going in the right direction and 
what you may or may not want to change. 

Should you participate? Yes, everyone 
should participate in a card grading event if 
at all possible. It is a learning and teaching 
experience you will never forget.

Who can participate? Any ewe or ram 
over the age of 1 year that is registered in the 
LLSBA Registry. There is no age limit other 
than for lambs. No animals under the age of 
1 year old will be evaluated, however, if you 
have a special ewe you would like to bring 
and she has a lamb by her side, she can come 
as long as the lamb is over 2 weeks. Spacing 
issues could prevent this. Interstate health 
papers apply.

The Country Store
We will be offering a country store to our 

member/breeders.
What do I have to do to participate in the 

Country Store? You will have to help. You 
will have to sign up to work shifts in the store.

What can be sold? Anything 
Leicester.

How will I do this? For those who will 
participate in the store, you will receive a 
packet of info on how to label your items 
from the Country Store Chairman.

What will it cost me? The LLSBA will be 
taking a small percent of sales to cover the 
cost of the store.

Do I have to be present? Yes

Talks and Demos
What, Who, About? We are looking for 

anyone that would like to participate in this. 
Once again, anything Leicester.

Hotel

Where can we stay? The LLSBA has 
a block of rooms at Turf Valley Resort 
just right down the road. Camping is also 
available at local camp grounds.

Banquet
Will there be a meal? Yes, the LLSBA has 

asked the Chef at Turf Valley to prepare a 
wonderful meal for Saturday evening. 

Will there be a fee? Yes. A breeder will be 
providing Leicester Lamb for the Chef and 
we will ask for most of the items to be locally 
grown. – Well, as much as possible.

Other Possible Activities
A pre kick-off celebration Friday night. 

What we need from you?
When planning your fall breeding, 

remember to either breed early or hold off 
and breed later, so you can come. A good rule 
of thumb: gestation is 5 months, so count 
your days and plan your breedings. Find that 
farm sitter now. 

Remember your shearing time. Sheep 
should have no less then 3 to 4 inches of wool.

We need help, help and more help. We 
need people to volunteer for committees. We 
need you. The LLSBA Board is so excited 
about this wonderful celebration and this is 
for you. Those who have participated in the 
past can say what a wonderful experience it 
is. For those of you who are new, this is the 
best way to get to know your association and 
your breed of sheep. 

Over the next several months, you will 
be receiving all kinds of info via phone, 
email, snail mail or in person. The entire fall 
conference will be directed at preparing for 
this great event. This is big and we want it to 
be our best ever. Get excited everyone.

25th Anniversary! Card Grading! Why, we are so excited? 
 Kelly Smith, LLSBA vice president and registrar, Hoppin Acres Farm

Mark your calendars! May 2–3, 2015

Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival
Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairground Road, West Friendship, MD 21794-9604
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I hope you are all enjoying the summer. It has 
been another nice summer with lots of grass 

for us. Although the winter was hard I think 
it has given a good start against the worms. 
We have had a bout of coccidiosis which we 
all should think about. When you see animals 
that have diarrhea you should always think 
about coccidiosis. All ages can get it, the 
lambs have a harder time handling coccidiosis. 
The vet can look at the manure and tell if 
they have coccidiosis and then they should be 
treated, we use Corid in the water but it must 
be used at a much higher amount then listed 
on the bottle to be effective. Two and a half 
cups of Corid per 50 gallons of water as the 
only source of drinking water for six days.

The next year is going to be very exciting 
and very busy. The annual conference in 
November will give all of us the chance to 
get together, learn from each other and get 
excited about the 25th anniversary celebration 
at the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival. 
Both events require the participation of our 

members to be successful and useful. Your 
Board of Directors has started to plan the 
25th anniversary as an educational event and 
as a service to our members. It gives you, the 
members, the chance to learn about your 
sheep, sell some of your products and get 
to know other breeders. For the 25th to be 
successful we need all the members to take 
part, bring sheep, make items for sale, help 
set up and tear down and enjoy the fellowship 
of Leicester breeders from around the world. 
Thanks to the members who have already told 
us they will help but we need to hear from 
more of you! The last two events we held in 
Maryland and Rhinebeck New York were a lot 
of work but great for teaching us and helping 
us all work together as a group. Start planning 
and we hope to see all of you at both events.

 All the best, 
– Elaine Shirley

LLSBA president  
Colonial Williamsburg Rare Breeds Program 

Message from the president

LLSBA Registrar Kelly Smith, Vice President and Registrar, Hoppin Acres Farm

You must be a member of the LLSBA and assigned a Breeders Code to Register and 
Transfer sheep within the Association. Membership dues are $25 per year. Your dues must 
be current in order to Register and Transfer animals. (Dues are due in January of the new 
year.) If you failed to pay your annual dues and have prior year registrations, your dues will 
need to be paid in full before registrations will be processed. If you have any questions please 
feel free to email Kelly at hoppingacres@frontier.net. 

Registration Fees; Ewes under 1 year $5.00, Ewes over 1 year $10.00, Rams $10.00 
Extended pedigree up to 8 generations can be emailed to owner of animal for additional $5
Registration and Transfer Forms are available on the LLSBA Website.

You must note on your registration if the animal is white or colored. Colored animals are 
assigned a C after their registration number.
Please make checks payable to LLSBA. Send Registration and Transfer Forms to:
Kelly Smith-Anderson LLSBA Registrar, 3458 Sugar Valley Rd., Bruceton Mills, WV 26525

It is so important for all animals, of breed standard quality, to be registered and 
transferred within the association. Our goal is to preserve a rare breed to the best of our 
abilities by breeding top quality breeding stock to pass on to the next generation. 

LLSBA Fall Conference
The annual conference of the Leicester 

Longwool Sheep Breeders Association will 
take place in Williamsburg, Virginia on 
Friday, November 7th; Saturday, November 
8th and Sunday November 9th. The format 
will be similar to past conferences – Friday 
night meeting with food, show and tell 
and general networking. Saturday morning 
there will be several workshops relating 
to the 25th anniversary celebration at 
the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival. 
Saturday afternoon we will get our hands 
on sheep and look at them compared to 
the breed standard. Saturday night we 
will have dinner together at the Whaling 
Company. Sunday morning there will 
be several talks the conference will end 
around noon. The hotel will once again be 
the Clarion Hotel Historic Area. There are 
several Clarions in Williamsburg so make 
sure you contact the Historic Area one. 
Located at 351 York Street Williamsburg, 
Va. 23185 757-229-4100. You can reserve 
rooms now for the weekend. We have the 
same rate as in years past and the hotel is 
about a mile from the festivities. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Eric Hunter and Emily Hillburger from 
Colonial Williamsburg will be hosting a 
workshop on Friday, November 7th for 
new or relatively new shepherds. Member 
R. Kevin Potter mentioned that such a 
workshop would be helpful so Eric and 
Emily are working on it. The workshop 
will include things such as giving shots, 
trimming feet, moving sheep, feeds, 
lambing and numerous other topics, bring 
your questions! Space will be limited and 
there will be a fee of 25 dollars which will 
go to the 25th anniversary fund. Contact 
Elaine if you want to take part in the 
workshop eshirley@cwf.org

Pre Conference Workshop: New or 
relatively new shepherds. Eric Hunter 
and Emily Hillburger from Colonial 
Williamsburg are hosting a workshop on 
the Friday Nov. 7th to help new or fairly 
new shepherds with numerous sheep 
raising issues. Giving shots, trimming 
feet, throwing animals, feeding and 
much more. Come and get your questions 
answered, handle some sheep, space is 
limited so please contact Elaine Shirley if 
you are interested. eshirley@cwf.org The 
fee will be 25 dollars which will be donated 
to the anniversary celebration budget.

LLSBA Board of Directors
President: Elaine Shirley Phone: 757-220-7790, Email: eshirley@cwf.org

Vice President/Registrar: Kelly Smith Email: hoppingacres@frontiernet.net

Secretary/Treasurer: Joan Henry Email: grazingherd@frontiernet.net

Flock Representatives:  Rebecca Pushkin Email: mazkeret@comcast.net 
Brit Ritchey Email: britrit@gmail.com

Webmaster: Joanie Livermore Email: jeanne@teleport.com

Newsletter Publisher/Designer: Melanie Rowan Email: rowhousefarm@comcast.net

LLSBA Home Address: Leicester Longwool SheepBreeders Association 
Elaine Shirley, President 705 Hamilton Street, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
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The Annual Meeting of the Leicester 
Longwool Sheep Breeders Association 

was held on May 2, 2014 at the Maryland 
Sheep and Wool Festival Fairgrounds.

There were 35 members and 4 Board of 
Directors in attendance.

The meeting was called to order by 
President Elaine Shirley.

Old Business:
The minutes of the last meeting were read 

by Joan Henry, Secretary/Treasurer and 
approved as read by the membership.

The Treasure’s Report was also read and 
was approved as read by the membership.

Members were reminded that when selling 
animals to a new individual who has never 
purchased sheep, that the membership fee 
was only $10.00. All members are encouraged 
to pay for the first years membership for these 
individuals so that the Association can keep 
track of these animals.

Discussion was had about the LLSBA 
Display. It is available to any member who 
wants to promote the Leicester Longwools in 
their shows or talks. The LLSBA will pay for 
sending the display but it is the responsibility 
of the member to send it back or forward 
it on the next person who needs it. Please 
contact our President Elaine Shirley if you are 
wanting to use the display on a particular day/
weekend. Also, if the display should be broken 
or damaged in any way, please do not try to 
fix it. Return it to the Secretary and she will 
contact the company to get new parts for it. 

New Business:
President Elaine Shirley spoke about the 

upcoming 25th Anniversary celebration and 
what card grading was all about. 

Election results for the years 2014 thru 
2016 were announced. The new officers are:
President: Elaine Shirley

Vice President: Kelly Anderson

Secretary/Treasure: Joan Henry

Flock Representatives: Becka Pushkin and Brit 
Ritchey

Our Fall Conference at Colonial 
Williamsburg will be November 7–9, 2014. It 
will be devoted to getting ready for the 25th 
Anniversary in all aspects. These will include 
getting your sheep ready, preparing items 
for the general store, giving demonstrations, 
talks, as well as asking for volunteers to help 
in all aspect of the show. We encourage 
as many members as possible to attend 
the conference this year. There will be lots 
to discuss and need the help of as many 
members as we can get. Elaine will be sending 
out information about it soon.

Vice President Kelly Anderson spoke on 
the issue of ram infertility. She encourage all 
members to test their rams before selling them 
and talked about giving buyers a replacement 
guarantee if the rams didn’t produce. 

Polly Jones for the UK spoke to the 
membership on how she gets her rams ready 
for breeding season. This included flushing 
the rams, nutrition and vitamin drenches. 

Cathy Capel asked for recommendations 
on what to do with your sheep in the event of 
your passing. Alan Handler gave a wonderful 
talk about this subject at the conference 2 years 
ago, and discussion was held about asking him 
to come back and talk in the future.

There was no further discussion and the 
meeting was adjourned.

2014 LLSBA Annual Meeting Joan Henry, LLSBA secretary, The Grazing Herd Sheep and Wool Co.

Log on and stay in touch! Check out the LLSBA on FaceBook and buy LLSBA goods at Etsy.

USA Leicester Longwools Association, www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_239467173365
USA Leicester Longwool Classifieds, www.facebook.com/groups/265682270199125

Etsy, www.etsy.com/shop/LLSBA

LLSBA Annual Meeting 2014

Beginning balance $3928.54

Outgoing expenses:

Postage 163.65

Office supplies 552.05

Incorporation Fee 25.00

Web Hosting fee 48.00

Domain Renewal 23.18

Advertising 350.00

T-shirts 1564.56

Funeral flowers 222.38

Reimbursement (Elaine Shirley) 259.73

Conference Expenses 1023.84

Supplies 34.59

 Total Expenses $4868.53

Incoming Cash:

Membership Dues 1580.00

Registrations/Transfer fees 1950.00

Sales 1420.00

Gifts/Donations 130.00

  Incoming total $5080.00

Ending Balance $4140.01

– Respectfully submitted  
Joan Henry, LLSBA Secretary/Treasurer

Leicester Longwool Tabletop 
Display is available to all members. 
Use it for fairs, festivals and any 
event where you are displaying 
your sheep or talking about them. 
Contact Elaine Shirley to get on the 
calendar. eshirley@cwf.org Your 
responsibility is to mail it on to the 
next person who needs it.

Make the new flock owners members! When you sell a flock of 

sheep to a new breeder help us keep track of the sheep by getting 

them a membership for just 10 dollars. This rare breed needs to be 

documented and getting these new flock owners as members is one 

of the best ways to do it. Fill out a membership form for the new 

owner, add ten dollars and send it in with the transfers. Thanks for 

helping us keep track of the Leicester Longwools.
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Meet your flock representatives

My name is Brit Ritchey. For the last 30 years, I’ve had a successful 
career in the environmental and agricultural laboratory business, but 
all my life I wanted to be a farmer. 

In 2000, at the ripe old age of 44, I purchased a small farm. I spent 
the next 8 years reclaiming the fields, landscaping the yard, installing 
fences, painting the 100 year old house, raising pastured poultry and 
laying hens, and just generally making improvements to the property. 
My full time job kept me from making anything close to rapid 
progress.

In 2007 I visited the Maryland Sheep and Wool festival for the 
first time. Some lovely Christmas stockings caught my eye so I went 
into the booth to take a look. They were made out of LL wool by Joan 
Henry. Kelly Anderson was also in the booth talking about Leicester 
Longwools. I listened and talked with her, then visited the barn to see 
her sheep. I liked them! In 2008, I purchased my first sheep, a pair of 
wethers from Colonial Williamsburg. I wasn’t sure that they would 
work out, or that the fences were secure enough to keep out coyotes, 
or that I would even like raising sheep. It took all of one day for me to 
fall totally in love with these sheep. They quickly learned to recognize 
me, they had the beautiful, shiny fleece the breed is known for, and 
they had gentle personalities. I was hooked.

In 2009, I purchased a starter flock from Hopping Acres. The sheep 
adjusted to their new home, the weather cooperated which helped the 
pasture to grow well, and the fences (along with the llamas) kept the 
predators at bay. All the sheep did well during an exceptionally snowy 
winter, and in spring of 2010 the first lambs arrived. It was very 
exciting! Four ewes gave birth to three sets of twins and one set of 
triplets. Fortunately, all the ewes were good mothers, and just one of 
the triplets needed supplementation with a bottle. The lambs did well 
all summer. In the fall, the ram lambs were sold locally for meat, and 
the ewe lambs were kept to replace some of the older ewes. All in all, 
my first year as a shepherd was successful and rewarding.

Since then I’ve had more successful lambing seasons, learned to 
deal with different birthing scenarios, and experienced the joys and 
heartbreaks that come with keeping sheep. I feel very fortunate to be 
able to be living my dream, and I am honored to have been chosen as 
a flock rep for the breed association. 

I’m Rebecca Pushkin of Mazkeret Farm in Martinsburg, WV. My 
first experience working with sheep came in 1978 when I entered 
college as an Animal Science major. While I also worked extensively 
with beef and dairy cattle during that time, I was most comfortable 
working around sheep – probably as much due to their manageable 
size and docile nature as anything else. When I established my own 
farm in early 2001, I was eager to stock it with sheep and acquired 
some Border Leicesters, Delaine Merinos and a Corriedale cross ram. 
I enjoyed my commercial flock and got a bit spoiled by how easy they 
were to raise –but I never fell in love with a breed until September of 
that year when the first Leicester Longwools arrived. I purchased 3 
wethers from Brindle Hill Farm – Toro, Lawn Boy and Snapper – and 
it didn’t take long for me to realize that these were no ordinary sheep.

I was intrigued by how alert they were compared to my commercial 
breeds and crosses – and how they seemed curious about items or 
occurrences in the pasture that the others would blissfully ignore. 
Their inherent friendliness was very appealing to me, and I got such 
a kick out of watching my woolly lawn mowers graze putting greens 
around themselves while recumbent – something I’d never seen other 
sheep do. 

Their type screamed function, not fashion. I was so impressed with 
the massive body and chest, the wide and square stance, the lack of 
the superfluous skin wrinkles that created such a nightmare for my 
Merinos, and oh, that FLEECE! I felt a strong desire to be involved 
in preserving these sheep, as well as a need to practice the function-
oriented approach to selection that created them. The Leicester 
Longwool gave my farm a purpose – and a name. Mazkeret means 
‘keepsake’. 

In 2002, I acquired a breeding pair from Kelly Anderson at 
Hopping Acres. These sheep became the foundation of my flock, and 
I’ve made it a goal to maintain a line back to both of them. 

I’ve felt honored to serve 3 terms as a flock representative for the 
LLSBA. I have been deeply gratified by the opportunity to educate and 
nurture new shepherds as they work to raise this wonderful but difficult 
breed, and hope that my willingness to share my missteps as well as 
successes has been helpful. I look forward to working with dedicated 
folks to help provide a bright future for this keepsake of the past.

Becka’s foundation ram, Hopping Acres 537 (Marley) 

Brit’s spring lambs



Summer 2014     5

Periodically the topic comes up as to 
whether or not it is a good idea to coat/

jacket/cover Leicester Longwool sheep to 
protect their wool. The intent of covering 
the sheep is to reduce contamination with 
hay, straw, or other vegetable matter (VM) 
and dirt that will become imbedded in the 
fleeces. With the increasing demand for clean 
fleeces by hand spinners, it may be worth 
considering the additional work and expense 
of coating sheep. My comments are relative 
to a small hobby flock with the end goal of 
selling fleeces to hand spinners. The issues 
would be different for someone with a large 
flock and/or those who are not interested 
in spending the time and effort marketing 
fleeces to hand spinners.

I have been coating my sheep for about five 
years. I purchase my sheep coats from Rocky 
Sheep Company (www.rockysheep.com/) 
and use the standard “Sheep Suits” made of 
a heavy nylon fabric with webbing hind leg 
straps. I cover my sheep immediately after 
shearing and keep them covered until the 
next shearing. Lambs are not covered until 
I start feeding hay in the fall. The coats 
fit over the head the hind legs go through 
webbing straps to keep them in place. The 
covers protect the main body of the sheep’s 
fleece and the chest. They do not cover the 
neck, and if you feed hay, the neck wool will 
become contaminated with VM. Before I sell 
my fleeces I skirt this out along with the belly 
wool and other soiled material that would 
be unsuitable for hand spinners. The result is 
a very clean, beautiful fleece that showcases 
the luster and quality of what these sheep 
produce. 

Some of the questions that have come up 
about the use of covers are (1) if the wool felts 
(2) if it is expensive to use the covers (3) the 
amount of work that is involved. I live in a 
relatively dry climate and have had no felting, 

including this spring when we had quite a 
bit of rain. The results may be different in 
very wet and humid climates and I would 
recommend testing out the covers on one or 
two sheep to see if there are problems. I have 
seen cotting along the edges of the fleece/
cover on the neck and chest, but typically 
this wool is contaminated with VM and I 
skirt it out anyway. There will also be some 
cross fibering of the locks, but they can be 
easily separated. To minimize cross fibering, 
the covers should be changed out whenever 
they become snug on the sheep. As for 
expense, this is relative. I have covers that 
are five years old. Whenever I change them 
they are washed, tears repaired with fabric 
scraps and fabric glue and stitching redone as 
needed so they can be reused. I think that I 
can recoup the cost of the covers with what I 
can charge for the fleeces although I haven’t 
done an extensive cost analysis – I have never 
tried to sell an uncovered fleece so I don’t 
know what the market will bear. There is 
extra labor involved because the covers need 
to be replaced and repaired. However, I catch 
my sheep periodically for health checks and 
it isn’t too much extra work to pull off a torn 
or snug cover and replace it with a clean/
repaired or larger one. I have learned what 
sizes I need and keep some in reserve to 
change out as needed. 

Here are the advantages that I see to 
coating:
– Less worry about sheep pulling hay all over 
themselves and each other.
– Less problem with dust and dirt becoming 
embedded in the lanolin/fleece.

– Less time to skirt and pick fleeces prior to 
sale. – I detest spending time cleaning up 
fleeces. 
– Clean fleeces appeal to hand spinners, 
resulting in the ability to charge 
appropriately. I have also found out that some 
spinners will only buy covered fleeces.
– Some protection from snow and ice in the 
winter since the fleeces don’t get as wet.

There are some potential disadvantages:
– One more thing to buy and maintain.
– May not be appropriate for sheep in brushy 
areas because branches, etc. may run through 
the neck and/or leg straps. 
– The covers can tear where the sheep rub or 
get caught on any sharp corner or point.
– Covers need to be changed out several 
times as the wool grows.
– There is the potential for new lambs to get 
their heads caught in the leg straps, although I 
have never had a problem with this. 
– In extremely hot climates, the covers 
would add another layer of insulation and 
potentially retard airflow.
– If there are problems with fly strike, lice, 
ticks, etc. it will be more difficult to detect 
because the wool is covered.

I think that most of the disadvantages can 
be overcome with a little common sense and 
good animal husbandry practices. 

Overall, I have been very pleased with the 
results I get from using sheep covers and I 
will continue using them to produce high 
quality fleeces.

To Coat or Not to Coat Leicester Longwool Sheep Anne Camper, Wuthering Flats
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2014 Youth Conservation Winner 
(excerpt) 

My name is Hannah King and I reside 
on a small family farm in North Carolina’s 
Piedmont Triad. I am thirteen years old 
and in the 8th grade in Southeastern Stokes 
Middle School. I am in the school’s band and 
on the girl’s tennis team. Outside of school 
I play the piano and spend most of my time 
doing what I love: interacting with animals; 
livestock especially. My family has a flock of 
registered Shetland ewes that we breed each 
year. My mom likes to spin, so she bought 
two Jacob X Shetland ewes. Since then, 
my love for livestock has increased rapidly. 
The following summer we purchased three 
registered Shetland ewes and bred them the 
following fall. We picked Shetlands because 
my mom likes their fiber for spinning, and 
we thought their small size would make them 
good sheep to learn with. The next year, our 
family showed our sheep for the first time. 
North Carolina has two major wool sheep 
shows, and we attended both. Our sheep did 
well, placing high in their classes, but the 
main thing was we had fun and learned even 
more about our sheep. The next year, I joined 
the Forsyth/Stokes 4-H livestock judging 
and skill-a-thon team. I went to two practices 
and one competition, and then I was placing 
2nd overall in sheep at the North Carolina 
State Livestock Judging competition, and 
7th overall and 3rd in skill-a-thon at the 
North Carolina State Fair Livestock Judging 
competition. I enjoy livestock judging, but 
with three competitions a year, and only 
three wool breed shows a year, it just is not 
enough. Last year, I started showing club 
lambs for a friend (Hampshire-Suffolk 
crosses). I loved it, but it was different. Slick 
shearing and washing your lamb before 
every show? You would get eliminated if you 
did that to a Shetland! I worked very hard, 
however, and it paid off when I placed 4th 
in my class of about twenty ewes at the N.C. 
State Fair. I even won showmanship twice! 
So for the past few years, livestock (mainly 
sheep) has been everything to me. My family 
also has a flock of chickens, two guardian 
llamas and with enough begging, I got my 
mom to buy two Jersey heifer calves which we 
will breed this summer. I also have an Angora 
rabbit and I shear him and sell his fiber. 

I plan to become a veterinarian that 
specializes in livestock.

I like the Leicester family of sheep, 
including the Blueface Leicester, Border 
Leicester and the Leicester Longwool. I am 
very interested in the fleece type, since I have 
not dealt with many fleeces other than our 
Shetlands. I am particularly interested in the 
Leicester Longwool because I am attracted 
to their pencil-like locks and I would like to 
raise them because, according to the Livestock 
Conservancy, they are listed as one of the six 
breeds with a critical conservation status. I 
would plan on becoming a junior member of 
the breed association for any ewe I received.

I believe I am a good candidate for a 
rare breed of sheep because I already have 
experience with sheep and sheep health 
management. Since my family already shows 
sheep, we would take the ewe to multiple 
major shows and show it, which would bring 
attention to its breed. And lastly, through 
showing, livestock judging, and skill-a-thon, 
I have showed that I am willing to work to 
learn as much as possible about sheep and 
livestock and devote my time to the well-
being of animals in my care.

Youth News

Extra, Extra read all about it! We need your stories! We need your photos!
Calling for all LLSBA News! If you are an LLSBA Member and you have some interesting news, we would like to share it in our 
newsletter. We would be happy to have your article about your farm, your sheep and/or what you do with you sheep and their by-
products. We would love to have your news-worthy photo with a short caption. Please submit your articles and photos to Melanie 
Rowan, rowhousefarm@comcast.net. Your articles may be gently edited and your photos need to be high resolution digital images. 
Don’t be shy, you are an important voice to our group!

2013 Youth Conservation Winner
Thank you so much for donating Ivory to 

the youth conservation program. Over the 
past year I marched in our county’s Memorial 
Day and Holiday parades. Ivory was a 
member of the Garden State Sheep Shows 
Breed display. At that time she represented 
the Leicester Longwool breed. She also 
walked in the Parade of Breeds.

I showed Ivory at the Garden State Sheep 
Show. She was Over All Best Ewe and Over All 
Fleece. At the Delaware Youth Show she placed 
third out of nine. At Rhinebeck Sheep and 
Wool Festival she was sixth out of eighteen. At 
every show I went to I was asked by multiple 
people what breed she was and how I got into 
breeding Leicester Longwool sheep.

This year I gave my 4-H County level Public 
Presentation on Leicester Longwool sheep. I 
have used Ivory’s fleece for crafting. I made 
a felt purse out of her wool and some wool 
from my Suffolk ram. I also made felted sheep 
which we will be selling as a 4-H fund raiser.

I had such a fun time coming down to 
Colonial WIlliamsburg. And I thank you again 
for letting me breed her to one of your rams. I 
am looking forward to having a lamb from her.

My family and I purchased four Leicester 
Longwool ewes and one ram. We have had 
our first Leicester Longwool lamb born this 
April. His name is Harold. 

Sincerely, Devon Schneider

Very proud of Junior Member Luke Maclay for 
including his love of the Leicester Longwool on 
the back of his Graduation Announcement.
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Defects in purebred sheep can be 
confusing to owners and breeders, 

because everyone wants the breed to be as 
free from defects as possible. How to do that 
in a rare breed becomes tricky, because long-
term breed survival is also important. In rare 
breeds, breeders need to balance selection 
against genetic defects with strategies for 
long-term genetic management for breed 
survival. This balancing act requires close 
attention and creative breeding strategies.

It is essential to recognize that defects can 
be of different sorts. The term “congenital” 
simply means “present at birth.” These are 
dramatic, and can have several different 
causes. Most folks jump to “genetic” as 
the main cause, but equally important 
and common are “infections (especially 
some viruses), “toxic” (unfortunately these 
are tough to track down), and “just plain 
bad luck.” The importance of these broad 
categories cannot be stressed too much! If the 
defect is indeed genetic, then certain steps 
need to be taken to reduce or eliminate it. If 
it is one of the other categories, then a much 
more relaxed attitude is appropriate.

The bad news is that some of the infectious 
and toxic defects are nearly identical to the 
genetic defects. This means that a correct 
diagnosis is essential, because jumping to the 
conclusion that a defect is genetic will incite 
certain selection measures which might well 
unnecessarily damage the breed’s long-term 
future. This needs to be avoided!

A first step in assessing appropriate 
measures is to be sure of an accurate 
diagnosis. For some genetic defects, a genetic 

test is available. So, if a lamb is born that 
looks like a “spider-lamb” of the Suffolk 
breed, then the genetic test needs to back that 
up. If the test is negative, the affected lamb 
is something other than a “spider lamb” and 
that diagnosis should not be used because 
it is confusing, negative, and inaccurate. 
Mislabeling lambs such as this can cause 
unwarranted panic and unwarranted selection 
against certain bloodlines. For some defects 
it is indeed possible that new mutations 
may be causing them, and this needs to be 
documented before much progress can be 
made in selecting against the defect. Caution 
is warranted, though, before jumping to the 
conclusion of a genetic cause for a defect.

If a defect is indeed genetic, then certain 
steps can be taken to reduce its incidence. 
In breeds with high numbers of animals it is 
usually possible to simply eliminate affected 
animals and carriers after testing them for 
the mutation. In rare breeds this simplistic 
approach has a few important draw-backs. 
It is essential to realize that culling removes 
entire animals, and not just single traits. In 
many cases a “witch hunt” mentality can take 
over, with whole bloodlines being penalized 
and removed from the breed. While that may 
well remove the defect, it also removes with it 
much genetic material. Rare breeds can rarely 
withstand that sort of loss, and there are 
many examples of rare breeds being harmed 
by draconian selection against carriers of 
genes deemed defective.

The key is caution. In an ideal world, and 
the real world is rapidly approaching this 
ideal, genetic tests would be available for all 

genetic defects. In that situation, testing for 
genetic defects makes perfectly good sense. 
In rare breeds it is then usually adequate 
to not mate carrier to carrier, rather than 
quickly eliminating all carriers. To eliminate 
all carriers is to eliminate potentially good 
genetic material that is essential for long-term 
breed survival. The real goal is to avoid 
defective lambs, and that goal is achieved by 
simply not mating carriers together. This, 
of course, assumes that the defect is due to 
a recessive gene (most are), and that a test is 
available. This strategy is usually also linked 
to some selection among the offspring of 
these carriers for the lambs that don’t carry 
the defect. This approach is slower than a 
knee-jerk “cull all carriers” approach, but 
achieves a much better final result as the 
breed does not lose bloodlines while still 
reducing the incidence of carrier animals.

To summarize. The first step in tracking 
down a defect is to be sure it is genetic. If it 
is not genetic (and remember, many defects 
ARE NOT genetic), then nothing needs to 
be done. If it is genetic, then some actions 
are warranted. Specifically, try to make sure 
a test is available, and then avoid mating 
carriers to carriers. That instantly eliminates 
the production of defective lambs. Selection 
can then favor the non carriers over the 
carriers within a bloodline. Or, put another 
way, breeders can use carriers to try to 
produce offspring that are not carriers. This 
saves the bloodline while eliminating the 
defective gene, and the end is that genetic 
diseases are controlled AND the breed has a 
secure future resting on the genetic potential 
of several bloodlines. 

Congenital Defects and Leicester Longwool Sheep D. P. Sponenberg, DVM, PhD’

Publicity!

Underhill Farm was recently featured in 
Table magazine, a local Pittsburg, PA 

magazine. Kudos to Will Churchill and Fred 
Stowell  for this lovely feature article. The 
article titled The Elegant and Strong Longwools 
of Underhill Farm (Table, Spring 2014, Lisa 
Toboz) told the story of Underhill Farm, 
their Leicester Longwool sheep, Angora goats 
and the lovely yarns they produce. Check 
it out at tablemagazine.com. [Click on This 
Issue > Past Issues > Spring 2014] Another 
way to spread the word!

A copy of the article was generously loaned 
courtesy of Victoria Bradley-Morris, Executive 
Editor of Table. Photos by Heather Mull.



Elaine Shirley, President  
705 Hamilton Street 

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

Dryad Handicrafts Leicester Spinning Wheel Laurie Ball-Gisch, The Lavender Fleece

www.leicesterlongwool.org

When I saw this wheel for sale at one of 
the many fiber festivals I am a vendor 

at, I knew she had to come home with me. 
I was not looking to add yet another 

spinning wheel to my life, but just like 
the Leicester sheep, when you are smitten 
with such beauty, sometimes the heart 
overrules the head and the budget! It is my 
understanding that these spinning wheels 
were manufactured in the early-mid 1900s 
in Leicester, England by Dryad Handicrafts 
as part of a therapy program for wounded 
World War I soldiers. In addition to the 
fitting historical link to the home of our 
beloved Leicester Longwool sheep, this 
spinning wheel also spins beautifully! This is 
the perfect wheel for me to spin on when I do 
historical demonstrations, especially at the 
Fall Harvest Festival at the Chippewa Nature 
Center where two of our Leicester rams live 
from April through November as part of 
their heritage farm program. I have not been 
able to find out any more than that, even 
with extensive internet search. So if anybody 
has any more information about these wheels, 
I would love to hear from you.

Save the date
LLSBA Fall Conference

November 7–9, 2014


