
Sheepish News
LLSBA Newsletter Winter 2014

As one who believes that many answers for 
today’s questions can be found in the past, 

I wanted to find out more about the gentlemen 
farmers and agricultural journalists of the 
18th century who were instrumental in the 
development and promotion of the Leicester 
Longwool. Perhaps their words will help us to 
clarify why the breed is still important today. 

Journalists and writers such as Arthur 
Young, George Culley, William Marshall and 
others played a vital role in the dissemination 
of the Leicester Longwool within and 
without Great Britain. They greatly 
influenced farmers far and wide, including 
our own “first farmer,” George Washington. 
Without these champions of the breed, the 
Leicester Longwool may never have left the 
shores of Great Britain. 

To understand what so excited others 
about Robert Bakewell’s New Leicester 
sheep, we need to read a description by 
William Marshall, of the old longwool breeds 
of the midland districts of England. 

“In general, however, they may, without risque, 
be said to be an unprofitable species of stock; 
and, in many instances, intolerably bad. I was led 
to the sight of a ...ram, the most completely ugly, 
and altogether, I think, the worst sheep I ever 
saw. His frame large, and remarkably loose. His 
bone, throughout, heavy. His legs long and thick, 
terminating in large splaw feet. His chine, as well 
as his rump, as sharp as a hatchet. As to fat, he 
had none; nor flesh enough to ascertain its quality; 
though his pasture was good, his skin might be 
said to rattle upon his ribs, and his handle be 
conceived to resemble that of a skeleton wrapped 

in parchment. Yet the propreitor of this ceature rode 
all his ewes with him several seasons; - giving for 
reason, that ‘he always finds his sheep fat enough 
at the time he wants to sell them:’ a time, however, 
which, I understand, does not arrive until they be 
some three or four years old.” (Marshall, p 378)

We know definitively that the Leicester 
Longwool was specifically developed by 
Bakewell for its “quicker fattening.” 

“...the great qualification of the Leicester is his 
power to assimilate and convert the green crops into 
fat and flesh.” (Milburn, p 75)

Taste was of consideration as well: 
“It is very well known that the mutton of that 

breed of sheep first introduced by Mr. Bakewell, and 
now spread over most of the island, is as remarkable 
for the fineness of its grain, as the Lincolnshire 
sheep are for coarse grain; the former is also as 
fine-flavoured and sweet as a mountain sheep, 
possessing most of the good qualities of these 
breeds without their bad ones.” (Culley, p 76)

Has the Leicester Longwool survived 
a shift from the historical consumption 
of mutton to the modern consumption of 
lamb? Some 250 years later, there is a huge 
difference in what consumers want. We no 
longer eat mutton (an aged sheep); we eat 
lamb usually sent to butcher by 6-9 months 
of age. Do our Leicesters fit into this new 
model? If not, is there a niche market for our 
lamb? Do they fit into the grass-fed model of 
direct marketing to the consumer?

It is interesting to read how disfavorably 
Mr. Marshall had described the old style 
sheep. Note now his praise for “New 
Leicester” sheep.

“In beauty of form, the breed under notice 
surpasses every other breed I have seen. I speak 
not of picturesque, but of positive beauty. Viewed 
as distinct objects, the individuals of it are peculiarly 
pleasing to the eye.” (Marshall, p 389)

I find it exceedingly interesting that at the 
same time Bakewell was setting the “type” of 
the Leicester Longwool, with his main goal 
of accelerating its growth rate, he also molded 
the Leicester into a beautiful, aesthetically 
pleasing, well balanced animal.

The book Observations on Livestock, written 
by George Culley and published in 1786, 
gives us a first hand account of the nature of 
sheep breeding in 18th century Great Britain. 
George and his brother Matthew 

“...exercised very considerable influence on the 
improvement of farming, especially livestock, ...” 
(Pawson, p 184) 

Matthew and George were much 
influenced by Robert Bakewell and his 
many innovations in farming and livestock 
breeding. Their words help to clarify for us 
the significance of the Leicester Longwool.

“An elder brother [Matthew] of the Author’s, 
[meaning George Culley, writing about himself] and 
also bred to rural business more than twenty years 
ago, happened by chance to take a journey into the 
midland counties. On his return, he was relating 
with great candour how much better the sheep 
were in Leicestershire than any we had: -- How, Sir, 
(replies the present Writer in rather a contemptuous 
tone) will you pretend to say that there are any 
sheep to be found so good as what we have in this 
neighbourhood? You must not make me believe this 
neither! -- Well, George, rejoins my elder and truly 
wiser brother, I hope to be able to prevail on my father 
to allow you to go up next year, and I am not afraid 
but you will come home a convert. The fact was that 
George went, and not only returned a convert, but, 
like most turn-coats, a more zealous advocate for the 
new cause than the old one.” (Culley, pgs 114-115)

continued on Page 6

Why Leicester Longwools? Laurie Ball-Gisch, The Lavender Fleece

His sheep are numerous and beautiful beyond description.
 – George Culley

Choosing to raise a specific breed of sheep is a decision every shepherd, new or experienced, 
makes. As stewards of the rare and critically endangered Leicester Longwool, we all made the 
decision to have these sheep on our farms. Whatever our personal reasons for raising sheep 
are (whether singular or many) we are dedicating our resources (time, money, land) to this 
breed – but why? What merits does the Leicester Longwool bring to our farms that makes 
them a viable sheep for us to raise? Or are we only raising them because they are rare? If that 
is the case, the breed will most likely never leave the endangered list. 
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I hope everyone had a good holiday season, 
now that the great American Holiday, 

Groundhog’s Day , is over, it is a quiet time 
until lambing. 

I went up to the Maryland Sheep and 
Wool Festival committee meeting in January 
to talk to them about our group having our 
25th anniversary celebration at the festival in 
2015 and they were very enthusiastic about 
us being there. They felt it was a win/win 
situation which was very good to hear. 

There was a good deal of interest in the 
card grading event which is different from 
the majority of sheep shows in this country. 
By being judged against the breed standard 
and not against other animals I feel that the 
animal gets a fairer judgement. Since the 
animals aren’t judged against each other 
you can have numerous first places, if the 
animals are good enough. Without handlers 
positioning the animal to its best advantage 
and seeing the animal move without a 
halter the evaluators get a truer picture of 
the animals’ conformation. Having three 
evaluators instead of one judge keeps one 
person’s opinion from being dominant. Card 
grading is a better way of evaluating animals 
when you are working with a rare breed, 
in which almost every animal has a role to 
play, not just the champion animal. When 

we started this project of returning Leicester 
Longwools to the United States one of my 
chief worries was that the breed would get 
into the show ring and get messed up, that 
was the reason I had for highly discouraging 
showing. Card grading gives us the chance 
to evaluate our animals in a more animal 
friendly environment. The evaluators give 
reasons during the process and the point 
of the event is to learn more about how to 
determine what is good in the animals and 
how we can improve the faults. 

The 25th anniversary will be a great 
time for celebration and showcasing our 
wonderful breed but we should also use it as 
a time to learn to improve our animals and 
strive toward the breed standard. Let’s start 
thinking about the 25th and please give us 
ideas of things you members would like to do 
as part of the celebration. 

Happy lambing, watch those udders and 
that your lambs are keeping up with the milk 
supply. A few extra minutes with your lambs 
in the first few days of life can make a huge 
difference in their survival rate and their 
health. Look for the happy lamb stretch !!! 
All the best, 

– Elaine Shirley
LLSBA president  

Colonial Williamsburg Rare Breeds Program 

Message from the president

LLSBA Registrar Kelly Smith, Vice President and Registrar, Hoppin Acres Farm

You must be a member of the LLSBA and assigned a Breeders Code to Register and 
Transfer sheep within the Association. Membership dues are $25 per year. Your dues must 
be current in order to Register and Transfer animals. (Dues are due in January of the new 
year.) If you failed to pay your annual dues and have prior year registrations, your dues will 
need to be paid in full before registrations will be processed. If you have any questions please 
feel free to email Kelly at hoppingacres@frontier.net. 

Registration Fees; Ewes under 1 year $5.00, Ewes over 1 year $10.00, Rams $10.00
Registration and Transfer Forms are available on the LLSBA Website.

You must note on your registration if the animal is white or colored. Colored animals are 
assigned a C after their registration number.
Please make checks payable to LLSBA. Send Registration and Transfer Forms to:
Kelly Smith-Anderson LLSBA Registrar, 3458 Sugar Valley Rd., Bruceton Mills, WV 26525

It is so important for all animals, of breed standard quality, to be registered and 
transferred within the association. Our goal is to preserve a rare breed to the best of our 
abilities by breeding top quality breeding stock to pass on to the next generation. 

Log on and stay in touch! Check out the LLSBA on FaceBook and buy LLSBA goods at Etsy.

USA Leicester Longwools Association, www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_239467173365
USA Leicester Longwool Classifieds, www.facebook.com/groups/265682270199125

Etsy, www.etsy.com/shop/LLSBA

LLSBA Board of Directors
President: Elaine Shirley  
Phone: 757-220-7790  
Email: eshirley@cwf.org

Vice President/ Registrar: Kelly Smith  
Email: hoppingacres@frontiernet.net

Secretary/ Treasurer: Joan Henry  
Email: grazingherd@frontiernet.net

Flock Representatives: 

Rebecca Pushkin  
Email: mazkeret@comcast.net

Amy Manko  
Email: therossfarm@yahoo.com

Webmaster: Joanie Livermore  
Email: jeanne@teleport.com

Newsletter Publisher/Designer:  
Melanie Rowan 
Email: rowhousefarm@comcast.net

LLSBA Home Address: 
Leicester Longwool Sheep 
Breeders Association 
Elaine Shirley, President  
705 Hamilton Street  
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

During the last snow we tried to go sledding but 
had no sleds. We tried a kiddie wading pool which 
worked fairly well and then somebody had the bright 
idea to try the plastic feed bags. WOW, they work 
great!! Sit on the bag, grab the bag between your 
legs, lean back and keep your feet up and you will 
take off!! I am glad to finally find a use for those 
bags, I hate that you can’t recycle them.
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Happy New year to each and every one of 
you! Hope this is the best year yet for all 

of you and your sheep. I’m looking forward to 
lambing, as I am sure all of you are. Nothing 
beats the winter blues like the sound of a new 
baby Leicester! There is just something about 
the teeny tiny lamb and the soft sounds it 
makes that renews your reasons for dedicating 
your life to this breed. Keep up the good 
work and hope you have lots of ewe lambs!

This will be a busy year for the LLSBA and 
communication will be very important. I am 
updating the Breeders List and want to make 
sure everyone’s contact information is correct. 
If ANYTHING has changed – address, 
email, phone number, website address – 
anything – please let me know right away. 
There will be lots of information coming out 
throughout the year and it is imperative that 
I have your correct contact info so I can keep 
you “in the loop.” Since we do the majority 
of our communication via email, it is most 
important to make sure I have your most 
up-to-date email address. So, if you change it 
for any reason, please let me know right away.

We have been approved to have our 25th 
Anniversary Card Grading show at the 2015 
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival. This is 
wonderful news and I am very excited for 
our association to have the opportunity to 
do this. Since we have gotten our Non-Profit 
status now, I am going to check into what 
all will be available to us to help with the 
expenses of the show.

Our Fall Conference this year will be 
dedicated to getting prepared for this event in 
all aspects. A show of this caliber is quite a task 
and we will need the support from as many of 
you as possible. I will let all of you know what 
the agenda will be for the conference as soon as 
we have the details ironed out. 

This will be an election year for the Board 
of Directors and officers of the LLSBA. 
Nominations will start on March 1st, and 
voting shortly afterwards. The new officers 
will be announced at the annual meeting 
at this years Maryland Sheep and Wool 
Festival. I will send out a reminder for the 
meeting as it gets closer.

Don’t forget to send me your annual 
membership dues if you haven’t done so 
already. You can print off a membership 
application from our website and list all 
of your info on it and include it with your 
payment. That way, if anything has changed, 
I will have a copy of it for my records. Dues 
are $25.00 for Active Members and $10.00 
for Jr. Members. Send them to me: Joan 
Henry, Sec/Tres LLSBA, 1795 Sugar Valley 
Rd, Albright, WV 26519.

We now have an Etsy store to purchase 
LLSBA items – T-shirts, hoodies and tote 
bags. The link is on our LLSBA Facebook 
page. And if you haven’t joined our Facebook 
page, please do so. It is a wonderful way to 
share information with other members. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you 
this May at our annual meeting. If there is 
anything I can help you with, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.

Best wishes,
– Joan Henry

Notes from the Secretary Joan Henry, LLSBA secretary, The Grazing Herd Sheep and Wool Co.

Those who attended the Annual 
Conference in Williamsburg heard me 

touch on this briefly, and I left you with a 
question … any ideas why?

As Registrar, I’ve been seeing a trend over 
the last few years. Is this a normal trend? Is 
this a common trend in rare breeds? Is this a 
good trend? Is this a bad trend? Why? How 
could this be? What has happened? 

Oh, so many questions … where do I 
start? Can I find an explanation? Will the 
membership help me?

Within the past month you have been 
contacted by Rebecca Pushkin requesting that 
you provide some data for our lambing poll. 

Did you respond? Some did, but sadly 
only 50% of the membership. For those who 
did, thank you so much for your continued 
support.

What is the trend? Over the last 4 years, 
the actual number of animals registered in 
the LLSBA Flock Book for each year were as 
follows:
2010- 51 rams registered 163 ewes registered
2011- 53 rams registered 150 ewes registered
2012- 71 rams registered 141 ewes registered
2013- 66 rams registered 143 ewes registered
These are the total number as of January 23, 2014

Well, that doesn’t look that bad, does 

it? We should have 577 ewes producing 
offspring by the year 2015. (That does not 
include the ewes born before 2010.)

But then I took a look at those ewes born 
the year of 2010 … Bad Trend?
2010: 163 Ewes Registered

Of the 163 registered ewes, only 59 ewes 
produced registered offspring by the year 
2014. Thirty-four (34) of those registered 
ewes were reported to have died. What 
happened to the other 104 registered ewes? 
Why did they not reproduce? These ewes 
should now be 4 years old.
2010: 51 Rams Registered.

Twenty- six (26) of those rams sired 
registered offspring. Then 19 of those rams 
were reported dead … WHY?

What do I do? I contacted Dr. Philip 
Sponenberg with my findings. He 
replied,”that’s between a fifth and a quarter of 
a year’s cohort dying by four years old.” This 
needs to be investigated.

What can we do? So now I’m bringing 
this to your attention as our breeders. 

We are trying to determine the actual 
number of births for each lambing season 
over a 3-year period, then compare this to 
the number of animals registered each year 
– then see if those registered ewes or rams go 

on to produce registered offspring. Of course, 
we know that with any breed association, 
only a percentage of actual animals born go 
on to become registered animals. We also 
know that there will be unexpected deaths. 
But if we are still seeing a high percentage of 
animals not reproducing by the age of 4 years 
and a high number of deaths … WE HAVE 
A PROBLEM.

Why is this happening? Is this problem 
breed-specific? Are shepherding errors to 
blame? And most importantly, what can we 
do to turn this around?
2012 Poll Results (50% membership reporting)
Ewes born alive : 132
Rams born alive: 106
Stillborn lambs: 15

2013 Poll Results (50% membership reporting)
Ewes born alive: 136
Rams born alive: 158
Stillborn lambs: 20

More questions? As the info continues to 
come in, I will be able to provide you with 
updates on the 2012 and 2013 numbers, as 
well as data for 2011 and 2014. I just want 
everyone to take a moment and help us 
provide the answers to all these questions.

PLEASE. We need you .
– Kelly Smith-Anderson

Moving forward? Kelly Smith, LLSBA vice president and registrar, Hoppin Acres Farm
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Extra, Extra read all about it!  
We need your stories! We need your photos!
Calling for all LLSBA News! If you are an LLSBA Member and 
you have some interesting news, we would like to share it in our 
newsletter. We would be happy to have your article about your 
farm, your sheep and/or what you do with you sheep and their by-
products. We would love to have your news-worthy photo with a 
short caption. Please submit your articles and photos to Melanie 
Rowan, rowhousefarm@comcast.net. Your articles may be gently 
edited and your photos need to be high resolution digital images. 
Don’t be shy, you are an important voice to our group!

The Leicester Longwool Sheep Breeders have an important anniversary coming up in 2015. It will be the 25th anniversary of the breed’s 
return to the United States. The Leicester Longwool came to the young United States in the late eighteenth century being brought from 

England where they were developed by Robert Bakewell at Dishley Grange in Leicestershire. The breed became important in numerous 
countries through out the world in the nineteenth century. They flourished here in the United States and were raised across the country. In 
the 1880’s and 1890’s the breed started to decline in the US and by the 1920’s or 1930’s they seem to have been absorbed into the Border 
Leicester, a breed created by the combination of the Leicester Longwool and the Border Cheviot. The Leicester Longwool was gone from 
the United States until the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation decided to import the breed from Australia for use in the historic town. Ivan 
Heazlewood, long time Australian Leicester breeder, took on the task of selecting animals from Australia to come to the United States. The 
breed was reintroduced in 1990 and we will celebrate that milestone of 25 years at the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival in May of 2015.

The LLSBA has held two events showcasing the breed at the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival in 2005 and in Rhinebeck New York in 
2009. The organization will be hosting numerous events at the 2015 festival to celebrate. The main event will be a card grading event like 
the ones in 2005 and 2009. Card grading is a form of evaluating animals that works well for rare breeds, judging the individual animal 
against the breed standard, not against other animals. Three evaluators give the animal a grade which helps the owner know what the 
strengths and faults of the animal are and what to look for in a potential mate to produce higher quality offspring. The evaluators have been 
leaders in the Leicester communities in England, Australia and the United States.

The past celebrations have also included special premiums for Leicester items in knitting, weaving, spinning, fleece and felting competitions. 
Our members have participated in the sheep to shawl competitions, taught classes in rug making, and spinning, given demonstrations of sheep 
shearing, dyeing, felting and weaving, and gave lectures about the agriculture in Australia and England. We also had a sales area at each event 
where members sold Leicester items, fleeces, yarn, artwork, photographs, jewelry, finished garments, hides and much more.

The Board of Directors was thrilled to get the OK from the Sheep and Wool festival committee to start planning for 2015. We hope to make 
this truly an international event and invite our fellow breeders from other countries to come celebrate with us. This is a great opportunity 
for all of the members of the LLSBA and we will need every member who can help, to do so. We will be looking for folks to be in charge of 
various parts of the celebrations. We need members to be thinking about what sheep they want to bring to Maryland, this may influence when 
you lamb and other changes in management. What items can you exhibit and sell ? Be creative and show off our great breed. Any members 
who participated in the previous celebrations will tell you they were great and I am sure that the 25th will be too! Start planning!

mark your calendars!
May 2–3, 2015

Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival
Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairground Road, West Friendship, MD 21794-9604

Save the date
Friday, Nov. 7th, Saturday, Nov. 8th and Sunday, Nov. 9th

Leicester Longwool Sheep Breeders Conference  
Williamsburg Virginia

We will be talking about the 25th anniversary and the activities 
that will go on, how we should present our sheep and opportunities 
for you to get involved. More details in the summer but put the 
date on your calendar !!
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Although lambing is a month or so away 
it pays to think ahead. One thing to 

keep in mind is that, as a board member put 
it, Leicesters are not “lamb-o-matics”. They 
benefit from a bit extra care and attention. 
A watchful eye on the udder and milk 
production will stop problems and hopefully 
save the udder. Leicesters, in general, are 
good milk producers and can have lots of 
milk and large teats sometimes too large for a 
newborn lamb. 

First step towards lambing is to shear or at 
least trim your pregnant ewes toward the end 
of pregnancy. The first few years I lambed 
the ewes in full wool but after shearing my 
pregnant ewes at 4 months of pregnancy 
I would never go back. The advantages of 
prelambing shearing are numerous, cleaner 
fleeces, lambs can find the teats easier, you 
can observe the rear of the ewe much better 
and tell what is going on as she approaches 
lambing. Shorn ewes fit at the trough better 
and wet unshorn ewes can be like working 
with wet sponges after a rain. Your shearer 
needs to know they are in the advanced stage 
of pregnancy and treat them accordingly. The 
visitors at Williamsburg are always concerned 
that the sheep will be cold but remember, their 
wild cousins live in the Rocky Mountains 
with very short fleeces. Your shearer should be 
able to leave some stubble and not slick shear 
them if you expect some cold weather. Hand 
shearing also leaves enough stubble behind 
to keep them warm. I have seen a few sheep 
shiver right after shearing but a few hours later 
they seem to have gotten used to it. We give 
our sheep shelters to go into after shearing but 
most of the time they lay outside. 

When moving heavily pregnant ewes, 
watch that they don’t slam each other 
against gates or barn door openings. I want 
my pregnant ewes to exercise, we often put 
them in hilly pastures but I don’t want them 
running and banging around at the trough.

As the date draws near watch your ewes 
udder fill and they will start to waddle & sign 
when they lay down. Watch for prolapses, 
Leicesters do not seem prone to prolapses as 
some breeds, I have had 1 in 23 years but it 
should always be in the back of your mind.

There are numerous books with chapters on 
lambing in them and it is good to read over 
them before the event. I like “Raising Sheep 
the Modern Way” by Paula Simmons and 
“Practical Lambing” which is an English book.

Once things begin to happen don’t 
intervene too early and on the other hand 
don’t wait too long. Once the fluid sack 
appears if the lamb hasn’t been delivered in 

45 minutes or so I would check to see what is 
happening. The ewe must be dilated to deliver 
and if you are going to pull make sure what 
you are pulling is all attached to the same 
lamb. If pulling, remember steady, downward 
pressure and the ewes pelvis is oval not round, 
sometimes a twist on the lamb will loosen up 
a lamb that seems stuck. Make sure your lamb 
is breathing, a gentle couple of slaps on the 
side and cleaning the mouth and nose with 
your finger will do the trick. Sticking a piece 
of hay or straw up the lambs’ noses will make 
them sneeze and start them breathing. Put the 
lamb in front of the ewe and let them bond.

Now you need to be thinking about milk 
because the lamb will be. Lambs have very 
little body fat on them when they are born 
and so need to eat fairly soon, the first hour 
is best. Learn how to tube feed a lamb, it is 
very easy and can save lambs. It can not be 
done on a lamb that is not conscious but can 
be done on weak and strong lambs alike. I 
use a tube feeding to make sure the lamb has 
had some food, then it can take time to mess 
around and find the teats on its own. Milk 
the ewe into a measuring cup, holding the 
cup high up against the body prevents her 
from stepping in it. Milking is usually a two 
person job because someone needs to hold the 
ewe’s head or you can put her in a headgate. I 
often milk into a bottle because the ewe can’t 
get her foot in it and the milk stays cleaner. 
Milking is done by putting the teat in your 
palm, closing the thumb against your palm 
and keeping it closed and then ripple down to 
the little finger, open the hand and start over 
again. Even if you don’t tube feed you should 
make sure the milk is flowing in both teats. 
This is also a chance to judge if the teats are 
too big for the lamb to get in its mouth, if the 
udder is hot or sore and if the mom will stand 
still for the lamb.

Watch the ewe and lamb for several days, 
checking the udder by feeling it a couple of 
times a day to make sure the lamb in nursing 

both sides. Milk out as needed, store some of 
the early milk away in the freezer for multiples 
whose mom isn’t making enough or ewes that 
haven’t come into milk. Never microwave 
milk, thaw it or heat it in hot water.

Once a lamb has its first belly of milk 
it is well on its way to growing up. If I am 
uncertain that a lamb has eaten you can feel 
it’s stomach, or look for the “happy lamb 
stretch.” When the lamb in question is laying 
down make it get up by poking it. If they are 
happy they will get up and have a good, long 
stretch and look happy. A hungry lamb won’t 
stretch, it will stand up and stay hunched up. 
Feed it with a bottle or a tube and figure out 
why it hasn’t been eating.

I believe that many cases of mastitis are the 
fault of the shepherd not the ewe. We need to 
manage our ewes and keep track of their milk 
production and their udder health. If you 
have a ewe that constantly makes too much 
milk, milk her once a day and make cheese. 
It is pretty easy.

Before the lambs and moms are let out of 
the lambing pens we always check the ewes’ 
udders for heat and being evenly milked out, 
we take the ewes’ temperature. The lambs 
have their tails removed, their eyes checked 
for inturned eyelids which can cause blindness 
if left unchecked, make sure their navels are 
drying up, check for extra teats. Removing 
extra teats is very easy, you should be able to 
tell easily which are the extras. Clean the area 
with alcohol and use sharp scissors, ones with 
blades that curve up work well and clip as 
close to the body as possible. Most of the time 
there is no blood or just a spot, spray with 
antibiotic. Removing these extra teats means 
that when she becomes a mother she won’t 
have extra teats that cause trouble for her 
lambs and her milk production.

Lambing is the beginning of another great 
year, it just takes some time and preparation. 
Happy lambing!!

Lambing notes – Elaine Shirley, LLSBA president, Colonial Williamsburg Rare Breeds Program 
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From Culley’s travel journals we can read 
of his first direct encounters with Bakewell 
and the Sheep. When I read those pages, 
I find a kindred shepherd who reflects the 
same passion I felt when I first met Leicester 
Longwools.

Tuesday, 1st of October 1765 

“...we crossed the forest of Merry Sherwood, 
and coming to Nottingham understood the famous 
Goose fair began next day so staid all night at my 
kind friends Mr. G.B. and next morning found Mr. 
Bakewell...with 9 rams...”

Friday 4th (October) in the morning

“... took a ride to Dishley, it proving a rainy day 
we got no business done but in the morning saw 
a ram brother to old Punch which in the afternoon 
we agreed for at 8 guineas. Bakewell’s stock ... for 
value I suppose few or none are equal to it, indeed 
all things considered I don’t know who has the 
opportunity and ability to manage things to that nicety 
that he can. His sheep are numerous and beautiful 
beyond description, his horses large and noble, his 
cattle beyond compare for blood and finery.”

Thursday morning (10 October)

“...set off for Michaelmas fair at Leicester Old 
Style ... Mr. Bakewell had a vast many tups [rams] 
here for which he had a remarkable good market, 
there being in my opinion no other rams in Leicester 
fit to show against him.”

Saturday 19 (October)

“They who have kept to the big sheep, have only 
had a ram now and then fit to be shown while Mr. 
Bakewell by keeping to the other sort has always 
led and is likely so to do, in this he has excelled and 
perhaps seen further than most of men.”

(Friday) November 1

“After repeated tryals Mr. Bakewell absolutely 
refuses to sell me any culled ewes or to let Mr. 
Huskisson sell me a couple of ewe lambs, which I 
confess I am not altogether pleased with as I cannot 
see how this could injure him at our distance.” 
(Orde, pgs 31-41)

In spite of Culley’s initial disappointment 
in not acquiring Leicester ewes that first trip 
to Dishley, he became a lifelong champion 
– and breeder – of the Leicester Longwool. 
Thirty years later Culley wrote a letter that 
describes his long experience of working with 
the New Leicester.

“The Breed we have, is now entirely from Mr. 
Bakewell’s and consequently native--To that breed 
we were naturally partial, knowing well that Mr. 
Bakewell had brought his Breed to the greatest 
perfection, by picking the best Ewes, from all the 
best flocks in his neighbourhood, and putting 
the most Valuable Tups to them. -- The Breed is 
compleatly domesticated, and indeed of so quiet 

a disposition, that it is well known, a fence of 3 
feet high, will turn them at any time, the Tuping 
Season excepted. – This peaceable Disposition is 
probably One reason why they become so early fat. 
-- That they are exceedingly hardy, is evident from 
this Circumstance that they can be kept in good 
condition, in the deepest Storms of Snow, and the 
Severest Storms in Winter, equal to, if not better 
than any other Lowland breed in the Island. -- The 
breed may be called pure, as Mr. Bakewell has not 
had a crop from any other breed, for upwards of 20 
years past, and for these 20 years, we have had no 
other Tups, but from him.” (Pawson, p 191)

Are any of the above descriptors of the 
breed evocative of the sheep as we know them 
today? From Culley’s words do we recognize 
traits that we value our own Leicester 
Longwools for?

What of the wool of the Leicester? 
Bakewell admittedly was not concerned 
with the fleece of his New Leicesters because 
that was not his focus. It has been said 
disparagingly that his sheep had less weight 
of shorn fleece than other breeds.

“The Average weight of the fleece in this Northern 
County (Northumberland) taking Wether, hog and 
Ewes together, is about 7 pounds, ...--The wool is 
all white, and fit for Combing, being from 5 to 15 
inches long...The fleece is clipt but once a year, 
generally in June--None of the breeders in this part 
of the Kingdom have hitherto attempted to improve 
the fleece, either in quantity or quality –...we have no 
doubt that we could by attention, perseverance and 
proper crossing cover our breed with either coarse 
or fine wool as might be thought most advisable.” 
(Pawson, p 192)

For this shepherd, it was the fleece of the 
Leicester Longwool that first attracted me to 
the breed. Handspinners, weavers and crafters 
are also discovering the treasure that Leicester 

Longwool can be. Writers and enthusiastic 
consumers are helping to promote the breed 
through their praising of the wool. 

“Leicester Longwool is an unsung wonder among 
the luster wools. Spin a bit, and you’ll know why; in 
length, shine, and strength, it’s a star. It’s a pity the 
breed is so rare, because no other fleece can match 
its staunch presence, intense shine, and potential for 
long staples.” (Robson & Ekarius, pgs 93-94).

Today, shepherds can take note of the 
value of Leicester Longwool sheep from both 
historical and modern contexts and focus 
on products that these beautiful animals 
are capable of producing. Unless farmers 
are independently wealthy, they must raise 
animals that at the least support their own 
upkeep, and at best, provide an income to 
the farmer. Even Bakewell himself said that 
farmers should 

“...get a reasonable return for their outlay of time, 
money and care in improving their flocks.” 

So let’s not undersell ourselves or our 
sheep. Good husbandry and wise breeding 
choices will insure that we produce quality 
sheep. Just as importantly, we need to 
promote our sheep and educate others to 
their merits, just like the agri-journalists of 
the 18th century did.

If we are choosing to raise the Leicester 
Longwool merely as a nod to history or to 
make ourselves feel good about preserving 
a rare breed, this in itself will not result in 
an upsurge of the breed population. If we 
as breeders can define why we want to raise 
Leicester Longwool sheep, then we can 
explain better to others why they too, should 
choose Leicester Longwools. 

Sources continued on Page 6

Why Leicester?
continued from Page 1
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Being fortunate to breed Leicester 
Longwools for more than a decade, we 

tend to take the fleece qualities, described 
above, that this breed is capable of producing 
for granted as we see, touch and work with 
daily. Occasionally, however, there are stark 
reminders of just how wonderful the fleece 
from our Leicester flock is. 

This past October the 2013 fleece from 
Old Gjerpen Farm’s (OGF) Hector was 
judged the Supreme Champion Fleece 
at the New York State Fall Fiber Festival 
(NYSFFF). Over 700 fleeces were entered in 
this year’s NYSFFF fleece show, representing 
all breeds, both white and colored. At the 
2012 NYSFFF OGF Felicia’s fleece was 
judged the Champion White Fleece from 
among over 450 entries. 

In a different venue at the Maryland Sheep 
and Wool Festival (MS&WF) OGF Leicester 
fleeces have been singled out for comparable 
honors, again always against a wide array of 
other breeds. For the past eight consecutive 

years, in the sheep show, an OGF Leicester 
yearling has been selected as the Best Fleece 
in Show for the white longwool show. In 
2008 and again in 2011, OGF Churchill and 
OGF Frederick were awarded the Supreme 
Champion Fleece award, selected from over 
1,200 sheep entered in the festival.

For readers not familiar with sheep 
festivals, the experts who are brought in to 
judge these events emanate from across the 
country – west coast, mid-west, south-west 
and north-east, most whose work is directly 
connected to the sheep/wool industry. 

What is the story line for this article? 
Simple – the Leicester Longwool breed 
consistently produces, over time, such a 
beautiful, long, lustrous, silky fleece with 
an unbelievable handle that it is regularly 
singled out for the highest honors by multiple 
fleece professionals. So when you go out to 
feed your Leicesters this evening – pause to 
think about how fortunate we are to be part 
of the lives of this historic breed. 

The fleece is dense, and grade 
and style are uniform over 
the entire animal. The wool is 
ideally silky and lustrous with a 
soft handle. Locks should hang 
individually, have medium crimp 
or wave and have no tendency for 
crossfibering. The wool should 
have a well-defined crimp or wave 
over the entire lock, and should be 
a uniform texture from the skin to 
the tip. High luster is typical of the 
breed. 

– The LLSBA Breed Standards

The Leicester Longwool Fleece Richard Larson, Old Gjerpen Farm’

Breeders get together …
Midwest Breeders

We are starting to look at getting a 
midwest group of LL enthusiasts together. 
We’re hoping to get members from 
WI, MN, IL, IN, IA, and anyone else 
interested in driving a ways to meet. We 
are hoping to get together for the first 
time at Sue Ziller’s farm in Woodstock 
IL sometime in spring 2014. I’ve heard 
from a few people interested so I wanted 
to reach out and let everyone know. 
More details to follow once we have 
them ironed out. Please contact me at 
bwaydba@yahoo.com and I can put a 
list together of everyone wanting to hear 
more when we have more solid plans.

Thanks! Josh Whitlock

Of all the various breeds of Sheep

That Butchers skill, or Graziers keep

From which do we most comfort reap?

New Leicester

What sheep procured the richest meat,

And in appearance look most neat

And pay best for the food they eat?

New Leicester

Which most of all the Landscape grace

Contain most bulk in smallest space

And where they feed adorn the place?

  New Leicester

Which best our craving wants supply

To feed and keep us warm and dry

And make both cold and hunger fly?

New Leicester

Which are most tractable and tame

And will, as long as sheep remain

Imortalise great Bakewell’s name?

New Leicester

Leicester Journal, Jan. 5, 1811, – Wykes. 

Contributed by Laurie Ball-Gish

Why Leicester Sources

continued from Page 6
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A prize-winning fleece from Old Gjerpen Farm
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Susan Schoenian, sheep and goat parasite 
specialist with Western Maryland 

Research & Education Center, gave an 
excellent talk at the LLSBA fall conference in 
Williamsburg. She called 2013 the “perfect 
storm” for parasite problems because it had 
been a mild winter, cool spring and a warm, 
wet summer – perfect for the development of 
worms, especially the barber pole worm. 

We have a climate in North Carolina very 
similar, though a bit warmer in the summer, 
to Colonial Williamsburg where Leicester 
Longwools were reintroduced in 1990. In 
2013, on our farm in the Piedmont of NC, 
we had an abundance of rain from winter 
through fall. Given the hot humid summers 
of North Carolina in combination with the 
rain, I was anticipating a bad year for my 
sheep and their worm load. However, it was 
completely different than what I expected. 

I have been raising Leicester Longwools 
since 2004 and had problems with barber pole 
worms from the beginning. Not knowing 
anything about the worm problem, and after a 
couple of years of losing lambs and floundering 
about with deworming, I started educating 
myself. I took FAMACHA training through 
our local Ag. Ext. agent six years ago in 2009. 

Since taking the FAMACHA training I 
have been pretty consistent in using the eye 
color chart throughout the summer to decide 
if a sheep needs deworming. I start in early 
May (which is when the worms seem to take 
off here) and end in early to mid-October. I 
generally check my lambs every week and the 
older sheep every 2 weeks. My sheep are very 
used to the routine so it goes very quickly 
(especially if not many need dewormed.) I give 
them a small amount of grain to entice them 
all into the pen, shut them in, start checking 
eyes and marking scores. I usually have an 
average flock size of 20 to 25 sheep in May 
but it only takes 15 – 30 minutes to check 
them all and deworm those who need it. 

Older sheep usually are dewormed only 
with an eye color of 4-5; lambs are usually 
dewormed with a 3 or higher. (Poopy butts 
also get dewormed.) In 2009 I already knew 
that Cydectin was not effective anymore 
on my farm, but the FAMACHA training 
I took said that dewormers might be more 
effective in combination which is why I used 
the Valbazen/Cydectin combo. I had never 
used Safeguard before and decided to try it 
for a few weeks in 2010 but it didn’t seem to 
be effective. I tried using garlic in the first 
few years but didn’t really notice a difference. 

My primary dewormer, therefore, has been 
Valbazen and it still seems to be effective 
even after more than 5 years of use. As far as 
Integrated Pest Management goes, I am not 
set up for pasture rotation, and my smaller 
paddocks often get eaten down very low. 
I do have an 8 acre pasture that generally 
has higher grass though there are areas that 
are grazed low. I also have horses and they 
sometimes share the same pasture as the sheep. 

Based on my own experience, I believe that 
Leicester Longwools can and do thrive as far 
south as North Carolina. I have not lost any 
sheep to worms since starting FAMACHA and 
I have only lost 3 lambs over the past 10 years 
to coccidiosis. I now use Deccox mixed with 
minerals to help avoid future coccidia problems. 
I have never had problems with White 
Muscle Disease but do use a loose mineral 
with selenium added. With our mild winters 
my sheep graze all winter on our pastures of 
mostly fescue and white clover. It’s usually not 

until January & February that they also start 
wanting hay in addition to their stockpiled 
pasture. I only feed the ewes grain the last six 
weeks of pregnancy and while they’re lactating. 
(I do have occasional issues with fat sheep!) I 
shear once a year and have never had a problem 
with fleeces becoming felted, even with our 
humid summers and despite all the rain last 
year. The sheep spend the hot days in the 
summer laying in the shade, grazing in the early 
morning and late evening and drinking lots of 
water. They are calm and unstressed, maintain 
a good weight and stay healthy. 

Surviving the Perfect Storm Mary Longhill, Hidden Spring Farm 
(or Leicester Longwools Thrive South of the Virginia Border) 

Hidden Spring Ace, our primary ram

Year Number of 4 or 5 eye scores per 10 Number of 4 or 5 eye scores per 10

2009 21 35

*One time deworming of all lambs when going on vacation; Used Valbazen, or Valbazen/Cydectin combo 
and some garlic

2010 9 16

*Did one time deworming of all lambs when going on vacation; Used Valbazen/Cydectin combo mostly; also 
used Cydectin/Safeguard for a few weeks, and some garlic

2011 8 26

*Used mostly Valbazen/Cydectin combo; some garlic 

2012 19 19

*Just used Valbazen

2013 5 3

* Did one time deworming of all lambs when going on vacation; Mostly used Valbazen/Cydectin combo

When calculating these numers, weighted averages were used since over the course of the summer ewe 
and lamb numbers may have decreased due to sales, etc. 

As you can see in the chart, I had a dramatic decrease in worm problems in 2013 – the supposed year of 
the “perfect storm” for worms. I only had to deworm 5 times per every 10 ewes over the entire summer 
and only 3 times per every 10 lambs! I am not a scientist, and with only one year with these numbers, I 
can’t draw any conclusions yet and can only hope for continued good scores next summer. If I do continue 
to experience good numbers, then I need to figure out what is contributing to them: 

*All of my current breeding ewes were born and raised on my farm – are they becoming resistant to the worms? 

*All of the rams I’ve used since 2008 have never had a score of 4 or 5 and only rarely a 3 – is it the 
genetics of my particular animals? (My rams have always surprised me with their FAMACHA scores as their 
paddock is always overgrazed.) 

* By following FAMACHA and only deworming as needed I think it’s reasonable to conclude that a “refugia” or 
susceptible worm population is prevalent since Valbazen still works well, even after 5+ years of use. 

* I have not noticed a particular ewe bloodline as being more susceptible to worms but have noticed ewes 
with triplets & twins as being much more susceptible as long as they are still lactating. 
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At conference this year, a group of us 
were looking at the hay feeders used 

by Colonial Williamsburg. I commented 
on how pleased we’ve been with the 
one we built; we shared the plans with 
Melanie, who’s now built one and asked 
us to share our experience through a 
newsletter article.

The design is available from 
Premier1Supplies in Iowa. When I 
searched for the plans on their site 
today, I see they’re now selling them as 
a color brochure (for $3,) or providing 
them “free” if you buy the feeder-guts 
from them. I also find the address for 
the copy we’ve been using is still live at 
(http://www.premier1supplies.com/img/
instruction/127.pdf ). So you can choose 
what version you prefer.

There are two versions of the feeder: 
one or two sided. We’ve only built the two 
sided one so far, which you can see in the 
picture along with the adaptation a roof 
and doors. We intend to build a one sided 
unit with similar adaptations, but it hasn’t 
happened yet! We’ve also bought roll 
roofing to put on top, but haven’t tried 
that out yet either… However, since we 
have no truly level ground, the rain runs 
off well enough and the pressure treated 
plywood we used as a roof is holding up 
well. What we wanted to share here was 
our happiness with this design, what we’ve 
learned from building two of them, and 
using them for two seasons.

First, the plans are excellent just as they 
are, so we’ll not bore you by going over 
them, but we’ll share a few things we’ve 
learned about the materials, construction 
process, and use. We can also answer 
questions if you have any via e-mail, as 
needed, but it’s a straightforward design 
and easy to follow.

We use these feeders for our Leicester 
Longwools, alpacas, as well as diary and 
meat goats. We wanted a feeder which 
kept the f leeces as clean as possible, but 
which were easy to use and could hold 
enough hay to last a day or two (or more!) 
We’ve used a variety of wall or fence 
mounted feeders made from cattle panels 
with which we’ve been satisfied for our 
goats and alpacas, but not for the sheep 
because of f leece contamination. While 
we made the switch because of the sheep, 
the feeders work well for all our species 
and we use them exclusively now.

We use round bales, setting them 
upright in a portable enclosure (the 

subject of a future article, if desired) 
and unroll them manually, stuffing the 
mangers thru the end doors. It takes us 
about 10 minutes to do it this way, and 
square bales are a lot quicker depending 
on how far you have to carry them. A 
“charge” lasts about two days when there’s 
no pasture. It can last a week or more if 
there’s something to eat in the field.

We’re seeing very little hay in the neck 
f leece now and none along the back (as 
opposed to “lots” with our old open 
mangers.) It’s a bit of a hassle loading the 
hay thru the end doors, but making sure 
the doors open 180° (as opposed to 90 
degrees or less!) Makes it tolerable. [On 
our first feeder, Harry didn’t think far 
enough ahead and mounted the doors so 
they’d only open 90° and they were so 
frustrating he had to change them.]
Construction notes:

Unless you’re using these inside, use 
pressure treated materials for all the 
plywood, legs, and lower cross pieces. The 
exceptions we made were using OSB or 
plywood scraps for the upper sides and the 
2x4s on which it was attached. The reason 
we did that for our design is that, with the 
roof, they’re protected from the elements. 
To accommodate the roof, we extended 
the length of the uprights to 48”, too … 
but that just makes it half of an 8’ stick, 
so it’s actually more economical.

If you were going to use one of these 
mangers inside only, you could use non-
treated materials, but realize the legs and 
lower cross pieces will probably get wet, and 
wet wood rots. It’s your call; we spent about 
$200 using all new material (except for 
the upper OSB/plywood sides, which were 
scraps from another project). You might 

save $20 or $30 by going with non-pressure 
treated materials, but the lifespan will be 
reduced from 20 years to 5 (before you 
encounter significant repair/rebuilding.)

As you see from the picture, we built 
the doors up from scraps. There was just 
enough left over from the sheet from 
which we cut the bottom to make them. 
We screwed the hinges into the cleats so 
there was enough meat to keep the screws 
from ripping out of the plywood and we 
added reinforcing blocks where we didn’t 
have solid wood to screw into. We used a 
simple chain-hooked-over-a-screw to hold 
them closed. The roof is supported by four 
2x4 rafters, each 48” long (47” if you’re 
using non-treated.) In the picture you can 
hopefully see how we added a cross piece 
to tie the two center rafters into the center 
leg, too. [Since we move our stuff around 
with a tractor or skid steer, we make 
sure it’s strong (i.e., well put together) to 
withstand the inevitable bumps and hits…] 
We use decking screws instead of nails, 
too. Nails have a tendency to work their 
way loose over time and we can tighten 
screws easily if needed. The cost is higher 
initially, but it saves hassle (which is an 
important criterion in our management.)

Lastly, Premier sells the wire panels 
made especially for these mangers, but 
we use cattle panels cut down with bolt 
cutters. We like the 6x6 inch openings 
more than the 4x4 ones in the Premier 
panels, however we can also see how the 
smaller openings would keep f leeces even 
cleaner—especially feeding finer forage 
than we do. One caveat about picking 
the mesh size is that the smaller openings 
will keep goat kids, lambs, and poultry 
from bedding down (or nesting) inside the 
manger, in your expensive hay!

Our Premier Sheep Feeder Harry Groot, Sunrise Valley Farm
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Verity is my hero Laurie Ball-Gisch, The Lavender Fleece

www.leicesterlongwool.org

Verity is my hero. She is also one of my 
Leicester Longwool sheep. Why would 

a sheep be my hero? Because she showed 
amazing fortitude, courage, strength, and 
the will to live after a harrowing injury she 
suffered this past summer.

Verity sustained a bad dog bite from a 
livestock guardian dog we had rescued a 
couple of years ago. I did not realize he had 
gone bad until we discovered one ewe dead, 
and another one less severely bitten (both of 
these were moorit fine wool cross ewes). The 
first two victims had been wearing coats to 
keep their fleeces clean. I believe the dog had 
initially decided to pull at their coats and it 
escalated from there. We were able to easily 
treat the second ewe, whose bite wound was 
not too bad. 

I did not know that the dog had injured 
any of our Leicesters until Verity collapsed 
coming in with the flock one day. I had no 
idea what was wrong with her; I assumed she 
had a parasite infestation. Only when I put 
my hands on her and smelled the infection, 
did I discover that she was torn from mid-
thigh up to her hip; her black fleece hid the 
wound – and the fly strike.

Because she could not stand, we propped 
her up on a straw bale. While I cradled her 
head and neck to hold her secure, my husband 
went to work dousing and scraping away the 
thousands of maggots. Yes, thousands. We’ve 
had good luck reviving animals under stress 
using beer, so I gave her 12 oz. of beer orally 
to help relax and keep her rumen going. We 
also immediately gave her antibiotics and 
banamine for the pain. We used hydrogen 
peroxide, bleach and rubbing alcohol to bring 
the maggots to the surface and to kill them. 
The wound was deep and larger than 8”x10.” 
In addition to injecting her with antibiotics, 
we also squirted PenG directly into the 
deepest pockets of the wound. We applied 
Preparation H ointment to help with the 
healing of the skin and sprayed it over all with 
Blue-Kote to try to keep flies off. 

We carried Verity into a clean straw 
bedded pen and offered her molasses water 
as well as fresh hay. She laid in the corner 
and I resigned myself to losing her. Later 
when I checked on her, she was standing up 
and eating hay! We continued dousing and 
scraping the maggots for three more days. We 
also sheared her so the maggots wouldn’t be 
able to burrow under her wool. We continued 

to treat her daily with antibiotics. Verity was 
recovered enough after a week to rejoin the 
flock. My husband was especially glad to see 
her wool growing back at the wound site.

Verity is my hero and you can bet I will 
be keeping offspring from her in the flock 
in order to preserve one important, often 
undervalued trait: the will to live.

Save the date
LLSBA Fall Conference
November 7–9, 2014


